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Caravaners make 200 stops 
These are caravan days for the Lu- 
ther League of America. 
_ Thirty-nine Luther leaguers, grouped 
into 11 caravan teams, have been on 
the road spreading “Luther League 
»know-how” since June 18. 
__- When the caravaners unpack their 
suitcases for the last time this sum- 
»mer, they will have visited approxi- 
“mately 200 ULC congregations, 
camps, and summer schools. 
_ Bulk of the caravaning is being 
done in the Midwest, East, and South, 
with the following states coming in 
for the heaviest concentration: Ala- 
' bama, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Ne- 
‘braska, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Ohio, and South Carolina. One team 
will have spent several weeks working 
in Nova Scotia. 


These served 

The caravan roster contains 14 lads 
and 25 lassies, representing 19 differ- 
ent states.. Here’s the line-up: 

Rusty Carter, Portland, Ore.; Nancy 
Dickson, Spartansburg, S. C.; Carol 
Dingfelder, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Claire- 
‘ann Dufford, Erie, Pa.; Pansy Faggart 
Concord, N. C.; Judy Ford, Cherry- 
ville, N. C.; Patsy Foust, Lexington, 
N: C. 
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Florence Fray, Marion, Va.; Ray 
Holmquist, Salem, Ore.; George Keck, 
Columbia, S. C.; Bernard Kern, Hous- 
ton, Texas; Marilyn Kohlhaas, Albu- 
querque, N. M.; Nancy Koons, Jack- 
son, Miss.; Charles Koons, Jackson, 
Miss. 


Irma Kunnmann, Roosevelt, N. Y.; 
Judith Lindberg, Grand _ Rapids, 
Mich.; Neil Luebke, Fremont, Nebr.; 
Helen Leuth, Harvard, Ill.; Rolf Miel- 
zarek, Fanwood, N. J.; Margaret 
Myers, Portland, Ore.; Kay Oxner, 
West Columbia, S. C.; Faye Ann 
Paske, Sheboygan, Wis.; Irene Peter- 
sen, Minneapolis, Minn.; Doris Prill, 
West Allis, Wis.; Donald Safrit, China 
Grove, N. C.; Robert Schultz, Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. 


Norma Schmid, The Bronx, N. Y.; 
Glenn Shackelford, Elkins, W. Va.; 
Frederick Stroehmann, Williamsport, 
Pa.; Grace Sutton, Hillside, N. J.; 
Melba Taylor, Leesville, S. C.; Bar- 
bara Tinholt, Seattle, Wash.; Nancy 
Vaughn, Huntingdon, Pa. 


Betty Jo Vietmeier, Forreston, IIl.; 
Arthur Von Au, Meriden, Conn.; Ed- 
win Von Borstel, Jr., The Bronx, N. Y.; 
Mary Wehle, St. Petersburg, Fla.; 
Jane Weeks, Columbia, S. C.; Herman 
Zieger, Philadelphia, Pa. 


One 


Briefing sessions 

After two and one-half months of 
briefing via mail, the caravaners spent 
three days—June 16-18—at Wittenberg 
College, Springfield, Ohio. There they 
received intensive training from LLA’s 
Leslie Conrad, Jr., and Mary Helen 
Smith and the Parish Board’s Law- 
rence M. Reese. 


Many of the caravaners were sched- 
uled to be on hand for the LLA con- 
vention at Miami University to assist 
in the caravaning workshop. Purpose 
of this workshop is to train leaguers 
interested in serving in this field in 
the future. 


BEST ACTRESS AWARD of Canada LL 
talent festival goes to Marie Haase. 
Pastor Frederick Zinck makes the pres- 
entation. 


Two 


Datars heads Canada LL 

J. Robert Datars, Port Colborne, 
Ontario, was elected president of the 
Canada LL at the synodical conven- 
tion, May 15-17, St. Peter’s Church, 
Brodhagen, Ont. 
Weber of Kitchener, Ontario. 

Serving with Datars are: Lloyd 
Marklevitz, Chesley, vice-president; 
Fern Becker, Hanover, recording sec- 
retary, Ruth Vogt, Kitchener, treas- 
urer; and the Rey. Eric Reble, Bridge- 
port, adviser. 

Talent from every corner of the 


He succeeds Eric} 


league donned “full dress” costumes 


for the talent festival opening the con-: 


vention. Presentations ran the gamut 
from humorous drama to vocal and 


instrumental music to the “Big Brass 
Band from New Hamburg.” 

Two crosses were added to the life 
service flag honoring the Rey. Donald 
Stewart and the Rev. Harold Gram. 

Progress on construction of the new 
St. Peter's Church, Ottawa, was re- 
ported. In 1952 the Canada league 
pledged to raise $1,000 toward the 
building fund. To complete the ob- 
jective a special offering was received 
at the convention. 


Spotlight on life service 

The 350 leaguers who swarmed into 
St. John’s Church, Minneapolis, May 
3, found it hard to decide which part 
of the synodical life service rally was 
tops. Every session was a_ highlight 
in itself. 

Henry Endress, New York, steward- 
ship secretary. in the United Lutheran 
Church, addressed the leaguers. Then 
followed a panel discussion on the 


_ theme “Christ or Conformity” led by 


leaders in various youth fields. 
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tion were held. 


Finals of the synodical contest se- 
lecting the Minnesota entry for the 
Talent Festival at the LLA Conven- 
Winner was Gloria 
Johnson, vocal soloist from Wooddale 
Church, St. Louis Park. 


Wins scholarship 
Gail Newgard, vice-president of the 
Minnesota LL, has been awarded a 
scholarship to Coe College, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. 


One day convention 


When most leaguers prepare to at- 
tend a synodical convention, they 
pack a suitcase for a two-, three- and 
sometimes four-day stay. Not so with 
members of the LL of Nova Scotia. 
The 165 leaguers who crowded into 
St. Paul’s Church, Bridgewater, May 
18, came for a one-day convention. 


Packed into three sessions were 
periods of worship conducted by lea- 
guers, business, reports on LLA actiy- 
ities and installation of officers con- 
ducted by Dr. C. H. Whittaker, pres- 
ident of the synod. 


A new synodical life service flag 
was dedicated in the evening session. 


The following were elected officers: 
Ellen Andersen, president; Isabel 
Crouse, vice-president; Barbara Wal- 
ters, secretary; and Peter Petersen, 
treasurer. 


Departmental secretaries elected 
are: Betty Veniot, promotion; Joanne 
Conrad, education; Glenda Hall, mis- 
sions; Yvonne Mossman, life service; 
and Miss Hazel Prensler and the Rev. 
Wilfred Myra, advisers. 
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H. PAUL SANTMIRE, Eggertsville, N. Y., 
received a $400 scholarship to Harvard 
University. An active leaguer of St. 
Paul’s, Eggertsville, he will enter the 
University this fall. 


Orchids for mothers 


Members of the Lutheran Old Folks 
Home in Alhambra, Cal., certainly 
have cause to remember Mother’s Day 
1953 for a long time. That was the 
day 35 young people from First 
Church, Los Angeles, “bothered about 
them” enough to plan and lead a de-: 
votional service at the home. 

To honor the mothers and grand- 
mothers the young people presented 
each woman with a corsage of baby 
orchids flown especially to Los An- 
geles from Hawaii. 

The program had been planned by 
senior, young people, and interme- 
diate units of the First Church LL. 


Three 


Bus fare dilemma 

If you desperately needed $360 to 
pay bus fare of four leaguers to the 
LLA Convention, what woud you do? 
That was the dilemma facing the sen- 
ior league of Faith Church, Phoenix, 
Ariz., this spring. Going into a huddle, 
league members finally decided to 
delegate Ray Stiffler, league presi- 
dent, and Joyce Lampe, to take the 
problem to the church council. 

The council acted promptly. If the 
league could raise half of the neces- 


sary bus fare, council stipulated, it - 


would donate the other half. Costs 
other than transportation would be 
borne by the four leaguers. 

The league plans for raising the 
funds included a strawberry festival, 
a talent show, and a chili supper. 
Contributions to all events came from 
free will offerings. 


Leware receives award 

Florida’s treasurer, Jim Leware, was 
awarded a $2,000 National Amvet 
Scholarship. He will enter Georgia 
Tech in the fall. 


Officers elected 

Largest chunk of business session 
of Florida’s Central District confer- 
ence on May 10 was reserved for elec- 
tion of officers and of delegates to the 
LLA Convention. 

Elected as president was Norman 
Proulx. Other officers are: David 
Kahlenberg, vice-president; Martha 
Fesperman, secretary; and Reginald 
Heine, treasurer. 

Marlene Matouk, David Kahlenberg 
and Gloria Gatliff were chosen dele- 
gates to the LLA Convention from 
the Central District. 


Four 


Baltimore aids small leagues 

Small leagues are often plagued by 
lack of members. Many times they 
must curtail large-scale program plans 
because there are simply too many 
jobs for too few members. Knowing 
these problems Baltimore District has 
come to the rescue of small groups in 
its area. 


Several leagues are banding to- 
gether in a “Tri-un” league. Three 
groups compose a unit that meets 
once a month. Each group alternates 
as host. Using the membership of all 
three leagues, the Tri-un organization 
plans special devotional and_ social 
programs. ; 


Reports Dorothy Meyers, president 
of the Maryland LL, “It’s a good way 
for small groups to take advantage of 
programs. The Tri-un meet, however, 
supplements the local program; it is 
not a substitute.” 


Bulletin 


A panel discussion has been sched- 
uled for the Tuesday evening session 
of the LLA Convention, Miami Univer- 
sity, August 10-15. According to the 
convention committee seven adult au- 
thorities in various fields and seven 
teen-agers will be invited to partici- 
pate. The young people will direct 
questions to the adult panel members 
on the general theme “Youth Want a 
Christian Answer.” 


Fields represented, by the adult au- 
thorities will be: Business, church, edu- 
cation, home, labor, milifary and poli- 
tics. 
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YOU PUEBLOS DON'T 
STAND A CHANCE | 


we 


DR. RUFF REALLY MADE 
ME THINK—-— 
ABOUT FAITH . 


VS. 


ROCKY Mf 
LEAGUE, 


= 


BOY, THIS PROJECTS WORKSHOP |S 
GREAT WITH LARRY REESE | ! 


or 


PRES. OF U.L.C.A. AFTER THE 


f | CANT WAIT TO HEAR DR. FRY, 
SINGSPIRATION | 


(INITHROW COURT 


Udit; 


ILL 


FF 
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Sister Eleanor Jamieson 
new associate field secretary 


3 districts meet 
Three districts of Maryland LL 
met this spring. High point of the 
business sessions in each was election 
of officers. 


In the Western District elections 
preceded a square dance. Pat Hamm 
was chosen president. Serving with 
her are: Roger Geesey, vice-president; 
Norma Jean Lineberg, secretary; and 
Lucrecia Miller, treasurer. 

Washington District combined a 
banquet with a business meeting at 
St. Mark-Incarnation Church, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Officers are: Charles 
Pollard, president; George Krafthofer 
and Chris Tabor, vice-presidents; 
Cynthia Smith, corresponding secre- 
tary; Jean Gordner, recording secre- 
tary; Paul Frederickson, treasurer and 
Betty Gebhardt, member at large. 


Six 


Members of the Baltimore. District 
were challenged to think about life 
service at a rally. Opportunities for 
Christian service in the church and 
in the business and professional world 
were presented. 

Newly elected officers are: Paul 
McKay, president; Tom Teran and 
Helen Eissele, vice-presidents; Hans 
Oettle, treasurer; Pat Machen, record- 
ing secretary; Larry Cameron, corre- 
sponding secretary; Gilbert Askew, 
historian and the Rey. Paul Lubbe, 
adviser. 


Field secretary called 


Sister Eleanor Jamieson has been 
called to serve for a year as an asso- 
ciate field secretary with the Board of 
Deaconess Work. Her duties begin in 
September 1953. They include pro- 
motion of the diaconate on the field 
and maintaining contact with young 
women who are considering the dia- 
conate and parish work. 

Eventually Sister Eleanor plans to 
serve in the medical-social work field. 
She received her diaconate training at 
the Philadelphia Motherhouse and has 
studied in Temple University, Phila- 
delphia. 


Indiana thrashes problems 

If you were an Indiana leaguer 
and someone mentioned the word 
“thrasher” to you, immediately the 
word “workshop” would flash into 
your mind. For the “Big Thrasher” 
was the theme of the annual synodi- 
cal workshop June 20-21 at Camp 
Lutherwald. 
_ Chairman Dave BeMiller reported 
that the purpose of the workshop was 
to thrash out league problems. Sub- 
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EAGER to grab their luggage and head for a retreat are the officers of the Caribbean 


Synod Luther League. The 


Yuquiyu, Puerto Rico. 


retreat was held 
Program included discussion sessions, group meditation and 


recently at a camp in mountainous 


recreation. The camp was to be the scene of the organizing convention of the synod- 
ical LL scheduled to be held late this spring. 


jects discussed in two “Thrasher” ses- 
sions included: Why have a Luther 
League? How can a league get more 
members? How can worship services 
be made more interesting? 

Other sessions were: “Hands Meet- 
ing” (Introduction), “Note Brake,” 
“Inventory,” and “Stock Market Re- 
ports.” 


Reach half-way mark 

dxecs of the Indiana LL swelled 
with pride recently when Ferris 
Bower, synodical treasurer, announced 
that the organization had passed the 
half-way mark in its synodical mission 
project fund. Currently it is seeking 
to raise money for Camp Lutherwald. 

Indiana was the fourth synodical 
league to complete its quota of 
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of $506.00 for the LLA Argentine 
Mission Project. 


Evangelism techniques 

To the leaguers of Trinity Church, 
Webster City, Iowa, and St. Luke, 
Sioux City, Iowa, evangelism will no 
longer be a remote term—something 
for adults only. They know the meth- 
ods through which evangelism can be 
carried on by teen-agers. 

At a recent meeting with the Rev. 
Clifton M. Weihe, associate secretary 
of the Social Missions Board, leaguers 
discussed ways youth groups may 
work with the congregational evan- 
gelism program. 

They listed eight methods: 1) Con- 
duct a census to uncover names of 


Seven 


unchurched people and lapsed church 
members. 2) Inyite prospects to 
preaching missions. 3) Plan family 
devotions. 4) Visit elderly people; 
offer them rides to church. 5) Adopt 
a visitation program for youth. 6) 
Share beliefs with others. 7) Re-exam- 
ine personal faith. 8) Win people for 
Christ—not necessarily for the Lu- 
theran Church but for the denomina- 
tion that seems best for the prospects. 


In the limelight 


® Leaguers of First Church, Omaha, 
Nebr., joined a safety crusade spon- 
sored by the local newspaper. Climax 
of a league meeting devoted to the 
cause of accidents and injury came 
when 23 members signed safety 
pledges. 


POINTERS on youth evangelism are 
gained by leaguers of Trinity Church, 


Webster City, lowa. At right is the 
Rev. Clifton M. Weihe, associate sec- 
retary of the Social Missions Board. 
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@ When the LL room in the pro- 
posed educational building of St. 
Paul’s Church, Wichita, Kan., is com- 
pleted, it will have been equipped by 
league funds. Young people recently 
presented a three-act play “The Pro- 
fessor Proposes’ to help pay for 
needed furnishings. 

® Barbara Wentz, Glenside, Pa., 
president of the Central Penn LL and 
Walter D. Galbraith, Jr., recently an- 
nounced their engagement. Barbara 
is a secretary in the office of the Board 
of Parish Education. Walter worked 
part-time in the LLA office during the 
past two winters. Graduating from 
Mt. Airy Seminary, Philadelphia, in 
May, Walter has been ordained by 
the Texas Synod. He is pastor of a 
mission congregation in Lake Charles, 
ear : 


Loyalty gifts 

Texas continues to lead all synod- 
ical leagues in the contributions made 
to the Loyalty Gift Fund. They have 
held the top spot since the first of the 
year. 

During April and May 1953 the 
LLA received the following contri- 
butions: 


CALIFORNIA 

Robert Beckstrom, Fremont, Nebraska 
CANADA 

Rev. Herbert Gastemeier honored by St. 
Paul LL, Bridgeport, Ont. 
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 

Glade Union LL of Messiah Church, New 
Centerville 4 

Robert D. Will honored by Will’s LL, 
Somerset 
FLORIDA 

Trinity LL, St. Petersburg 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
Holy Trinity, Charlotte 


TEXAS 
Synodical LL 


WISCONSIN 
Kay Sheriff, Racine 


Service gifts 

These individuals and leagues con- 
tributed $1 or more to the Service 
Gifts Fund during April and May: 
CANADA 

Marion Monk, Chesley, Ont. 

Velma Leifso, Elmwood 

Melvin Alles, Clarence Lorenz, Orval 
Becker, Mervyn Leifso, and Gordon Monk, 
all of Elmwood, Ont. 
ILLINOIS 

St. Peter LL, Forest Park 


MINISTERIUM 

Lorraine Grering, Chester, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gerberich, Leba- 
non, Pa. 
NEBRASKA 

St. John LL, Richland, Nebr. 


OHIO 
Donald Pentz, Toledo (U. S. Army) 


Memorial gift 


George P. Steffler was memorialized by 
the Alberta District LL 


Convention Calendar 
Central Pennsylyania—Lancaster, July 9-11 
Ministerium—Millersville, Pa., July 10-12 
Texas—Houston, July 17-18 
Mississippi—Sturgis, July 16-17 
North Dakota—Bottineau, July 19-25 
North Carolina—Hickory, July 23-25 
Illinois—Carthage, July 24-26 
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Letter 
Dear Sir: 


I have read the article entitled 
“Know Your Neighbors, the Method- 
ists” in the May Luruer Lire. Al- 
though I realize that it is a reprint 
from National Council Outlook as you 
indicate, yet I am extremely shocked 
that this article has been approved 
for publication. It certainly does not 
give the Lutheran view of our accept- 
ance of the Methodist church. 

The last paragraph is truly mis- 
leading. To know another denomina- 
tion is not to know it by history, as 
in this article, (granting that histori- 
cal background does help) but to 
know another is how they speak in 
spiritual matters, how they interpret 
the scripture and what is the doctrine 
which they teach. 

The Methodist church on the whole 
is a church of the “social gospel,” be- 
lieving that souls can be saved by 
establishing peace between employer 
and employee . . . and even between 
denominations. It is this last para- 
graph in the article which indicates 
a false ground of salvation, namely, 
“spreading scriptural holiness” as the 
means of “abiding assurance of God’s 
forgiveness and a consuming passion 
to plant the conditions of heaven.” 
What kind of scriptural doctrine is 
“spreading scriptural holiness*” Piety 
will not save any person nor can it be 
a means of grace to salvation. . . 
We are saved not by our holiness but 
by the righteousness of Christ which 
is imputed to us. 

Tue Rey. Vicror Hacxsartu, STM 


Belmont, Wisconsin 
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Senator's Right-Hand Boy 


Important people are commonplace in Gary’s life 


By Albert R. Burkhardt Helgeson from. the Martin Luther 


Children’s Home, .Staughton, Wis. 

VERY time the United States Last January he was appointed a Sen- 
Senate is called to order a 14- ate page by Senator Joseph McCarthy. 
year-old Luther leaguer is on Until his appointment, Gary admits, 
hand, ready for action. He is Gary he had nevét even heard of such a 
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thing as a capitol page. Now he is on 
speaking terms with men whom most 
leaguers know only by seeing front- 
page newspaper pictures. 

Life on Capitol Hill, however, has 
some drawbacks. Gary has a bit of 
difficulty seeing the glamor in life at 
6:30, in the morning—when he must 
report for school. But he gets some 
satisfaction from the fact that classes 
are over at 9:45 A. M. 

He attends the Capitol Page Schoo!. 
This offers a four-year high school 
course under the supervision of the 
District of Columbia. Classes meet in 
the Library of Congress. Last semes- 
ter Gary took typing, ancient history, 


and English. 


After his daily class sessions he 
must report to the Senate. There he 
has been assigned to the Democratic 
cloakroom, although he claims that he 
is a loyal Republican. Actually he 


, serves as a messenger for any Senator 


who needs him. 

Pages can never say exactly what 
time they will finish work for the day. 
They must stay on duty as long as 
the Senators ask. Many times sessions 
last into early hours of the morning. 

For the most part Gary has a high 
regard for all of the Senators. But 
ranking extra high on his popularity 
list are Senators McCarthy, Wiscon- 
sin; Green and Pastore, Rhode Island; 
Ellender, Louisiana; Kennedy, Mas- 
sachusetts; Frear, Delaware; Johnson, 
California; Johnston, South Carolina; 
and McCarran, Nevada. 

Although Wisconsin is hundreds of 
miles from Washington, Gary has 
made so many friends that he can feel 
at home in the District. Shortly after 
arriving he found a room with another 
page in the home of a Lutheran fam- 
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DEPSITE having to report for school at 
6:30 A. M. Gary polishes his shoes almost 
every morning as a part of getting dressed. 
Pages call their black shoes, navy blue 
suits, and black ties by the derogatory 
name ‘‘monkey suits.’” 


ily. And he and several other pages 
enjoy home-cooked meals in a board- 
ing house not too far away. 

He gets some fatherly attention, 
also, from Mr. Albert Grorud, an 
active layman of Luther Place 
Church. Mr. Grorud usually picks 
Gary up on his way to Sunday school. 
And many of the Luther Place mem- 
bers invite him to their homes on 
Sunday afternoons. In fact, he often 
has difficulty getting back to church 
in time for Luther League. 

About the only objection that Gary 
has to Washington is the unpredict- 
able weather and rather mild winter. 


Eleven 


Wuen Gary leaves his room early 
in the morning he has a certain “law- 
yer like” appearance, with black shoes 
and socks, navy blue suit, white shirt, 
and black tie. Of course, such an out- 
fit is considered standard garb for a 
page while he is on duty. 

“Fortunately,” says Gary, “we don’t 
have to wear these things all the 
time.” When not dressed in his “mon- 
key suit,” as the boys call them, Gary 
prefers sport clothes with loud accent. 

After Senate sessions closed in July, 

Gary planned to fly to Milwaukee to 
spend the rest of the summer with his 
family. September will probably find 
him back at the Martin Luther Home. 
In January he again journeys to Wash- 

ington to resume his work as a page. 

Gary has dreams of some day enter- 
ing the U. S. Naval Academy at An- 
napolis or the U. S. Military Academy 
at West Point. But whatever oppor- 
tunities come, he should have some 
money for his education. Every month 
he saves a part of his $282-salary for 
this purpose. 

Being a capitol page can either 
make or break a boy. He has won- 
derful opportunity to know fine peo- 
ple and to grow in character and per- 
sonality. On the other hand he is 


GARY often arrives at Luther League meet- 
ings iate because members of Luther Place 
Church have invited him to their homes 
for Sunday afternoon. Above he is pic- 
tured with sons of Dr. L. Ralph Tabor, 
pastor of Luther Place Church. 


almost completely on his own. This 
freedom can be used to his own harm. 

I hope I have presented Gary in 
such a way that the reader will know 
that he is using these years of inde- 
pendence to improve his entire life. 


@ Both the northernmost and the southernmost churches of the world 


are Lutheran, states 
Church of Norway. 


Kristeligt 


The northernmost church in the world, 


Pressekontor, 


official news bureau of the 


the bureau said, is situated on 


Svalbard, an island in the Arctic Ocean belonging to Norway. The southern- 
most church was built by Norwegian whalers on the British island of South 


Georgia in the Southern Atlantic. 


The church building at Svalbard was destroyed during World War Il, 
but the congregation still exists and is served regularly by its Norwegian 


Lutheran pastor. 


Whalers of the South Atlantic and the Antartic region gather for worship 
in the church of South Georgia whenever they are near the island. 
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He ADDS for God 


By George Keck 


One of the youngest Certified Public Accountants 
in the LLA makes his job serve his church 


blanketed in snow, but one 

young man of that city gets 
“snowed under” every year from 
Christmas until the Ides of March. 
He is Robert W. Sanders, vice-presi- 
dent of the South Carolina Luther 
League. His blanket of white con- 
sists of piles of paper—income tax 
blanks and reports to the well-known 
Director of Internal Revenue. 


Few Luther leaguers in South Car- 
olina know that he is one of the few— 
‘and probably the youngest of all— 
Certified Public Accountants in the 
-~ Luther League of America. They 
know him only as a fellow Luther 
leaguer named “Bob” who did such a 
first-class job as state Luther League 
treasurer last year that they wanted to 
show their regard by promoting him 
to vice-president. 


Ce S. C., is seldom 


Bob’s “blanket” of papers never gets 


AUGUST, 1953 Thirteen 


so high that he doesn’t have time for 
a radiant smile and a warm handclasp 
for every Luther leaguer that drops 
into the office. 

“Every year I declare Ill never 
want to go through another tax sea- 
son, but I do,” he complained cheer- 
fully when I stopped in one day. “The 
only thing I have done besides fill out 
tax blanks and make up schedules to 
accompany the blanks lately is attend 
church and church council meeting.” 
Bob never lets his work get between 
him and his church. 

“We may have to work over the 
weekend,” he said, “but the boss 
knows I will not work Sunday morn- 
ing. We had our understanding about 
- that last year. I feel that when a per- 
son gets too busy to attend church on 
Sunday at least, he is too busy to 
live.” 

High ideals 

It isn’t easy for a CPA to set such 
standards when his own income de- 
pends upon the number of tax forms 
and audited books he handles success- 
fully. But Bob Sanders has been an 
active church member longer than he 
has been a businessman. A glimpse 
into his past reveals a few reasons for 
his determination to put first things 
first. 

The grandson of a Baptist preacher, 
Bob was confirmed in Reformation Lu- 
theran Church, Columbia, as a young 
teen-ager. His father’s long illness and 
death threw heavy responsibilities 
upon him before he had finished high 
school. Two years after high school. 
at the peak of World War II, Bob left 
his job in a bank to join the U. S. 
Navy and see the world on the U.S.S. 
Texas. 

“IT was not only short, but thin. 
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CHALLENGE to take ‘a step closer to the 
most Christian way’ of collecting Luther 
League funds. was made to state and 
synodical LL presidents by Bob Sanders, 
right, at the last meeting of LL officials. 
Also favoring the “‘pledge system” were 
LLA Vice-President John Stacy, standing, 
and Texas LL President Billie Grace Un- 
gerer. 


They called me ‘Pee-Wee’,” he re- 
called recently. But his size didn’t 
keep him from getting things done. 
Sometimes it was an advantage. 

“One day the signal flags got tan- 
gled out on the arm of the rigging. 
The captain asked if I'd volunteer to 
go up. We were heaving and rolling 
and I sure was scared.” But he went 
up and untangled the flags. 

V-] Day meant return to Columbia 
for Bob, and his veteran’s status 
opened the door to a college educa- 
tion. Resuming his position in the 
bank in order to take his share of 
responsibility for his home, Bob ma- 
triculated at the University of South 
Carolina. a 

The results were spectacular. He 
not only graduated with Magna Cum 
Laude honors and a Bachelor of Sci- 
ence in business administration but 
was also eleeted to Phi Beta Kappa— 
top national honor society in the aca- 
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demic field—and passed the rigorous 
_ CPA exams while still in school. 


Going places 

After three years’ of business expe- 
rience, it is obvious that Bob is really 
going places. He is one of six mem- 
bers of a leading auditing firm in 
South Carolina. When income tax re- 
turns are out of season, he might be 
found in any part of the state on an 
auditing assignment. 

At times this work develops into a 
real test of personal Christian convic- 
tions, for an auditor may unexpectedly 
uncover shady methods and _ tricky 
deals in a client’s books. 

“T have to be very careful,” he re- 
marked one day in a discussion. “I 
do not like this kind of client and I 
know that I am fortunate in having 
bosses who are honest and fair.” 

When he isn’t traveling for business 

)reasons, Bob is probably on the go 
for the Luther League. As a state of- 
ficer, he frequently represents the 
league at district meetings. Some- 


times he can take advantage of busi- 
ness trips to visit congregational 
leagues, too. ” 

In spite of these demands on his 
time, Bob’s first loyalty is to Reforma- 
tion Church, where he serves as ad- 
viser to the senior league, teacher of 
the young people’s Sunday school 
class, and secretary of the church 
council. Not yet 30 years old, Bob 
accepts these responsibilities with ma- 
turity—and as a sympathetic represen- 
tative of youth in the congregation. 

At the LLA’s 1952 conference of 
state and synodical presidents, Bob 
appeared on a panel that discussed 
Luther league finances. Explaining 
South Carolina’s pledge system of se- 
curing apportionment funds, Bob said, 
“T think it is a step closer to the most 
Christian way—that of free-will offer- 
ings.” 

As Bob challenged the presidents to 
accept high goals in financial prac- 
tices, he revealed the key to his own 
personal philosophy: Complete dedi- 
cation of self in Christian service. 


®@ You can make more friends in two months by becoming inter- 
ested in other people than you can in two years by trying to get other 


people interested in you.—Nuggets 


© Want to know if you are a mature person? There are eight 
attributes you may use for a guide: 


A feeling of security. 
Feeling of adequacy. 


nae bee 


Self-discipline, which makes one competent for freedom. 
Ability to face problem-solving, both one’s own and that of 


the world one lives in. 


ONO? 


Development and use of creativeness. 

A sense that each individual is unique. 
Integration of personality into a unified whole. 
A mentally healthy attitude foward change. 


—Ethel Kawin, Chicago psychologist 
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Hobby Hour 


at First Church, Johnstown, Pa., has influenced almost 
1,500 children through the help of local Luther leaguers 


By Nancy Weyant 


IGH_ school and_ post-high 
youth of First Lutheran 
Church, Johnstown, Pa., are 
assisting in a program that has in- 
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fluenced approximately 1,500 children 
in recent years. It combines children 
of all races, creeds, and-denomina- 


tions into what has appropriately been 


named the “Hobby Hour.” 
The program consists annually of 


LUTHER LIFE 


three semesters of six weeks each. 
Sessions are held in the church’s rec- 
reation room on Wednesday evenings 
between 6:30 and 8:30. On each reg- 
istration night, the youngsters are 
given admittance cards and then di- 
vided into two main groups. 


The first group includes all children 
who are six to eight years old. During 
the next six weeks, these children 
will be known as the “children-of-the- 
church” group. Each of their sessions 
is divided into a learning period, when 
they are taught a basic knowledge of 
God and the Bible, and a recreation 
period, when they work on drawings 
and small mementos to keep as exam- 
ples of their young talents. 


Learn crafts 
The second group consists of the 
remaining children. Their ages range 
from eight to 14. For these older 
children, each session is divided into 


three periods. The first half hour is 
devoted to a song and game period. 
Occasionally, the children put on a 
program for their mutual entertain- 
ment. A movie is shown to the group 
each week during the second period. 
For the last hour, they divide into 
individual craft groups of their own 
choosing. 


The boys are particularly interested 
in making model airplanes, so that it 
has been necessary to form both be- 
ginner and advanced airplane craft 
groups to accommodate the many en- 
rollees. Of equal importance, is the 
wood craft group in which the boys 
have learned enough about carpentry 
to make small benches that can be 
used at home. Another popular craft 
is metal work. Here the youngsters 
have endeavored to make ornamental 
plaques. Belts and wallets are prod- 
ucts of the leather craft group. 

Feminine members of Hobby Hour 


FLANNELGRAPH brings a story to life for younger folk. The ‘Hobby Hour” enrolls 
children of any race, creed, or denomination, and gives them Christian. training. 
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DESPITE Author Nancy Weyant’s be- 
ing only 19 years old she has served 
as secretary of the “Hobby Hour,” 
the First Church daily vacation 


church school, and the congrega- 


tional Sunday church school. Last 
year she was president of the senior 
unit of the Luther League. 


cling to the more domestic crafts of 
embroidering and knitting. Naturally, 
many girls like bead work. They make 
necklaces and bracelets for their moth- 
ers and themselves. 

Two crafts that are of interest to 
both boys and girls are the painting 
and plaster crafts. In painting craft, 
they paint their own designs on small 
utility trays. Figurines and statuettes 
are molded and later painted in plas- 
ter craft. 

Small budget 

A noteworthy feature of the Hobby 
Hour is its ability to perform ade- 
quately on a small budget. A small 
fee is charged at the first session of 
each semester. Occasionally, the chil- 
dren are asked to contribute a small 
sum for the materials they use. In ad- 
dition, several of the church’s Sunday 
school classes have set aside funds for 
Hobby Hour’s use. 

Staff of Hobby Hour includes a di- 
rector, a secretary, and a teaching 
staff of approximately 20 instructors 
and assistants who have volunteered 
their services. Director is the Rey. 
Richard L. Tome, assistant pastor of 
First Church. 

Instructors and assistants are, for 
the most part, members of the church 
who are interested in furthering youth 
activities of the congregation. Many 
are boys and girls of high school age, 
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while others are young people and 
adults. All can be counted on through- 
out the year. 

Ending each semester is a parents’ 
night. Parents, relatives, and friends 
are invited to observe the exhibits of 
the enrollees’ handwork. At the end 
of the year, a’social event is planned 
for the youngsters. In the past, one 
such event was a skating party, and 
another was a picnic at a nearby park. 


Spiritual growth 

As a result of Hobby Hour, a large 
percentage of the children have be- 
come more interested in activities 
sponsored by their home churches. 
Many of the youngsters had never at- 
tended Sunday schools until they be- 
gan coming to Hobby Hour. Often 
members of the children’s families 
look at their church with. new inspira- 
tion. 

Hobby Hour has taken children off 
the streets and has undoubtedly saved 
many from developing into juvenile 
delinquents by awakening a sense of 
responsibility. They learn, without 
actually being taught, the importance 
of courtesy, patience, and godliness. 

At the conclusion of each spring 
semester, the children may enter a 
contest by writing essays using “Why 
I Like Hobby Hour” as the theme. 
As a prize, the winner receives a 
week’s scholarship to’ Camp Sequa- 
nota, operated by the Allegheny Con- 
ference near Jennerstown, Pa. 

One child won the contest by un- 
consciously catching the whole pur- 
pose of Hobby Hour in these few 
words: 


“| love Hobby Hour. The teachers are 
nice. We make -pretty things, and we 
learn about God. 
é 
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Erase that Line! 


In the last 20 years the South seems to have made more 


progress toward Christian race relations than has the North 


By Herman S. Keiter 


URING a census of Negro 
families in our little city, the 
following conversation kept 


forcing itself on me again and again. 
“How long have you lived in One- 
onta?” 
“Five years.” (Or “seven years,” or 
“nine years.’ ) 


“Where do you go to church?” 
“Nowhere.” 


“Why haven’t you gone to church?” 
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“No one asked us.” 

Yet the situation here is much bet- 
ter than in most places in the United 
States. Here in Oneonta, N. Y., most 
of the Christian churches do have at 
least one Negro family as members. 

In most places in America a color 
line is drawn right down the middle 
of the church of Christ. 

Dr.* Charles Boddie, Negro pastor 
of Rochester, N. Y., tells how he asked 
for a room in a YMCA in Detroit. 

“All filled up,” said the room clerk, 
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but he cleared his throat nervously, 
and kept looking anywhere but at his 
Negro inquirer. 

“You claim to be a Christian insti- 
tution, yet refuse to rent a room to 
a Negro?” asked Dr. Boddie. 

“What is your business?” asked the 
clerk. 

“T am a Christian minister.” 

“Then you have nothing to say,” 
said the clerk. “The outstanding Jim 
Crow institution in the whole northern 
United States is the Christian church.” 

“The worst part of it,” says Dr. 
Boddie in telling of the incident, “is 
that he was right.” 

In the North, many places draw the 
Jim Crow color line against the Ne- 
~ gro. They say to the Negro: “You 
can NOT be in our white schools, 
nor work in our white stores and 
plants, nor swim at our white bathing 
beaches, nor eat in our white restau- 
rants, nor be a patient in our white 
hospitals. Go to your own people’s 
places, and if there aren't any, do 
without.” 

It is hard to believe, but most 
white churches in the North have 
been saying to the Negro: “You can 
NOT worship in our white Christian 
church.” It is unfortunately true, as 
the Detroit clerk said, that churches 
have been drawing this Jim Crow 
color line against the Negro probably 
more than any other public institu- 
tion in the whole northern United 
States] 

“Now don’t get so excited!” says 
someone. “There really is not much 
discrimination in America against the 
Negro. Negroes prefer to be in their 
own churches, and restaurants, and 
hospitals. Negroes are happy with 
things as they are. A Negro told me 


Twenty 


NEGRO and white children play and study 
together at the “Hobby Hour’ conducted 
by First Lutheran Church, Johnstown, Pa 
For more information about this activity 
see the article beginning on page 16. 


that himself some time ago.” 

It is true that many Negroes feel 
it is worse than useless to try to ex- 
plain how they feel to white acquain- 
tances or even friends. It is also true 
that a few of the older Negroes would 
rather keep things as they are than 
risk the dangers of change. 

But the vast majority of the Ne- 
groes of America deeply resent the 
handicaps forced upon them because 
of their racial grouping. Win their 
trust, and most of them will tell you 
of their agony under the many suffo- 
cating discriminations they must en- 
dure. ; 

Certainly the Communists with 
great delight seize upon American 
treatment of the Negro. ‘Communism 
is competing with Christianity for the 
souls of hundreds of millions of the 
world’s peoples. Communists are 
most happy ‘that they can say: “You 
think the Christians of America can 
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be trusted! They say all men are 
brothers, don’t they, and in their 
pledge to their flag declare that Amer- 
ica is ‘with liberty and justice for all’? 
Yet they even bar Negroes from the 
white Christian churches!” 


Why the line is drawn 

In the southern United States, a 
major reason for the drawing of the 
line is the fear by the whites of the 
large numbers, sometimes a majority, 
of relatively uneducated Negroes. 
This does not mean that Christians 
can and should do nothing about race 
prejudice in the South. It does mean 


_that the situation there is considerably 


more complicated and difficult than 
in the North. It means that most prog- 
ress there will probably come from the 
efforts of courageous,  far-visioned 
Christians, such as the Rev. H. Brent 
Schaeffer of Mississippi and South 
Carolina. Consequently, some of the 
suggestions made here may not be 
suitable for use in some parts of the 
South. Over the last 20 years, how- 
ever, the South seems to have made 
considerably more progress toward 
Christian race relations, in spite of 
worse conditions there, than has the 
North. 

One false and wide-spread reason 
for drawing the racial line is the belief 
that Negroes are born definitely in- 
ferior. Hitler championed this belief, 
declaring there was no use trying to 
educate a Negro, since the result at 
best was only an educated ape. Not 
one reputable scientist in the world 
today holds the Negroes to be born 
inferior. Yet many a white insists on 
drawing the line to keep the Negroes 
“down, in their place,” because he 
continues to believe this old super- 
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stition. 

Another out-worn superstition is 
that the white man’s feeling against 
the Negro racial group is bom into 
him, and so cannot be changed. Con- 
vincing evidence is piled high to show 
that such feeling is learned, and so 
can be changed. For example, small 
children of various racial groups often 
play together without any such feel- 
ing until they are taught it. Yet many 
who do not want to change keep 
excusing this feeling in themselves by 
insisting it is inborn and unchange- 
able. 


Is the Negro to blame? 

The pastor of one of the large 
churches of Washington, D. C., de- 
clared: “A major reason for racial 
trouble is the policy of Negro leaders. 
They keep stirring up their people to 
make trouble.” 

Probably there are Negro leaders, 
like the few Communists, who stir up 
unnecessary trouble. Undoubtedly, 
Negroes have faults that-increase race 
feeling just as do whites. Negroes, as 
well as all of us, need to be called 
to repentance. And their best lead- 
ers so call them. 

But blaming the Negroes for pres- 
ent race conflict seems decidedly less 
than fair. It is like blaming the Amer- 
ican colonists for starting the Revolu- 
tion. Or somewhat like blaming Jesus 
for stirring up trouble in cleansing the 
temple. 

Blaming the Negroes is blaming 
people for protesting strongly when 
we have been unjust to those people. 
As Reinhold Niebuhr says, “Only a 
religion full of romantic illusions 
could seek to persuade the Negro to 
gain justice from the white man 
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merely by forgiving him.” 

Actually, the major reason for the 
drawing of this evil line is our own 
sinfulness. Sin is being apart from 
God or against him. When we are 
apart from God, on our own without 
letting him be with us, we naturally 
feel fearful. We need something to 
make ourselves feel safe and strong. 
And we try to get that feeling of 
safety by pushing someone else down 
so we can feel better than they are. 

We tell this story of a Negro mother 
who had quadruplets. She named 
them “Eenie, Meenie, Minie, and— 
Alexander.” She called the last one 
Alexander because she didn’t “want 
no Mo’!” 

Nothing is wrong with humor in 
itself. We need much more of God’s 
laughter and joy in the world. 

But why do we not tell this story 
about a white mother? We can just 
as well. But we would not get a cer- 
tain lovely thrill out of it, the thrill of 
feeling ourselves better than “ignor- 
ant” Negroes, comic characters who 
really do not have the ability, we feel, 
to rise above a humorous _half-ani- 
mal level. This thrill of feeling our- 
selves superior may be largely uncon- 
scious, but is there just the same. We 
mock the Negro in our so-called hu- 
morous stories so we can get that thrill 
of feeling superior which we desper- 
ately need when we keep ourselves 
apart from God. 

Or it may be in work life that we 
are eager to feel ourselves better. Can 
I as a white be sure I will be hired 
in a job I want, before any Negro is 
hired? And that all Negroes will, be 
laid off before I as a white am laid 
off? If I can, it makes me feel safe 
and important since I can feel def- 
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initely better than Negroes. The far- 
ther I am from God, the more con- 
fused, lost and weak I feel myself, 
(though. I may not admit it even to 
myself), and the more I must have 
this false bolstering gained by keep- 
ing the Negro or someone else down. 


How erase that line 

Our first step in getting rid of that 
line seems clear. We must wipe out 
that major cause for drawing the line. 

We must let God always be with 
us and in control of us. Unhurried 
daily personal devotions can help 
greatly: Giving thanks to God for his 
strength and love, getting forgiveness 
for our own blindness, selfishness, 
pride, and wilfulness, asking help in 
keeping from shutting him out any 
minute of the day. Worship and serv- 
ice in our church brings to us the help 
of other Christians, and gives us a 
chance to carry God’s love and truth 
to them. 

Thus God will help us erase that 
line in our own hearts. His presence 
will free us from having to bolster up 
our own little selves. He will help us 
get over bad habits of prejudice 
against Negroes. He will free us from 
carelessness and ignorance, and lead 
us to understand what we can and 
must do. 

Most certainly, however, we cannot 
just sit back and let God do our work 
for us. We have much, to do, acting 
always in harmony with God and in 
his spirit and power. : 

Some definite things that Christians 
can do are described at the'end of 
this article. Christians select and carry 
these out not in the spirit of: What 
will stir up.,the most excitement? 
What will make people think I am a 
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daring reformer? What can I do that 
will most upset stuffy grown-ups? 

Rather Christians work in the spirit 
of: What is most needed? What will 
most help Christian truth to reach 
men’s hearts? What is it that God 
most wants me to do? 

Something of the power and cour- 
age God gives to those who carry out 
his will is shown in a happening in 
the life of a Roman Catholic bishop 
(in spite of the dangerous work- 
righteousness and _ totalitarian em- 
phases of his church) as described by 
the Jewish journalist Saul Alinsky 
“(first published in the LaFollette- 
founded periodical The Progressive.) 

The time was just before Pearl Har- 
bor. Bishop Bernard J. Sheil of Chi- 
cago heard there was to be a mass 
meeting of the so-called Christian 
Front, near-Fascist, hate groups. He 
decided to attend. 

His friends tried to dissuade him. 
They must have said: “You can’t do 
anything with people like that. And 
they're dangerous. You could get 
hurt, even killed.” 

But Bishop Sheil went, and for 15 
tense minutes he denounced from the 
platform lies that had just been bel- 
lowed by a demagogue from that 
same platform. The audience listened 
restlessly, seething with. hostility. 

Finally the Bishop finished, turned, 
‘and slowly came out down the center 
aisle. Suddenly the silence was broken 
by a shriek of anger. It came from a 
fanatical old woman who had stepped 
out and barred the bishop’s progress 
as he came opposite her row. 

She shrieked: “I’m a Catholic. But 
you—you're no Catholic bishop. Nig- 
ger-lover! Jew-lover! You a bishop? 
Ha! Ha! RABBI SHEIL.” 
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Then completely hysterical she de- 
liberately cleared her throat and spat 
with all her force on one side of the 
bishop’s face. The bishop did not lift 
a hand to wipe the saliva off. 

By this time most of the audience 
were standing on their chairs. A mad 
roar began—and as suddenly died. For 
the bishop, with the dignity of immor- 
tality, had turned the other cheek. He 
waited. The woman froze, as did hun- 
dreds about her. Then, as though 
seized by a chill, she began to shake 
violently. What an instant before had 
been a mob of snarling faces became 
hundreds of lowered heads. 

The bishop waited a moment 
longer, then spoke softly. “Rabbi?” he 
said. “That is what they called our 
Lord.” He walked out in silence. 

Such courage and power and spirit 
God gives to Christians who act for 
him to erase this evil line. 


POSSIBLE PROCEDURES 


1. Get a very capable person in 
speaking and thinking to act as “devil’s 
advocate”, to pretend to believe first that 
there is not much of a “line” and that it 
isn’t important. Then let him be an- 
swered by a member of the group care- 
fully prepared with the material given 
in this article. The “devil’s advocate” 
should then pretend to believe that Ne- 
groes are born inferior, and then that 
nothing can be done about the “line”. 
He should be convinced of his errors, 
each in turn, by a prepared member of 
the group. 

2. If the group is large, it can be 
divided for a time into “buzz” groups to 
discuss parts of the topic, then report 
back to the general meeting for discus- 
sion of the whole group. 

3. Get a person trained and experi- 
enced in public reading to prepare and 
read to the group the happening in the 
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life of Bishop Sheil, either as introduc- 
tion to the discussion or followed by si- 
lent prayer. 


WORSHIP 


Leaders keep alert throughout all the 
meeting, especially during the topic pres- 
entation and discussion, to seize oppor- 
tunities to lift everything to a Christian 
level, with keen sense of the presence of 
God. Appropriate first hymns (PSH) 
164, 162; second or third hymns, 169, 
223, 276, 296. Scripture: Colossians 
3:8-14. 


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


1. How do individuals in this group 
draw this line and how should it be 
erased? 

2. What should be done in this com- 
munity to erase this line? What can this 
group do? 


PROJECTS 


1. Plan a series of meetings for much 
more thorough study on the matter. Se- 
cure from the United Lutheran Publica- 
tion House, 1229 Spruce St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa., a copy of the Race Packet 
($3.00) or from the same place the au- 
thor’s Christ'ian, What About Society? 
Workbook 75¢, Sourcebook 35¢. Both 
the above contain much fuller informa- 
tion and suggestions for worship and 
action. 

2. Study, preferably with the guid- 
ance of a trained social worker of the 
community, just what lines are drawn in 
the community and what should be done. 
For example, certainly Negroes should 
have a place to worship where they feel 
welcome. Do Negroes here have such a 
place? Should a Negro church be started 
(many Negro leaders feel that usually 
this is a step backward)? Is a new inter- 
racial church needed? 


(A truly interrracial Lutheran Church, 
St. John’s of the Bronx, is serving suc- 
cessfully in New York City. It is de- 
scribed in The Lutheran, March 18, 1953, 
Another serves successfully in Philadel- 
phia. All over the country there is be- 
ginning to be an increasing number of 
white Lutheran churches with some Ne- 
gro members, and Negro Lutheran 
churches with some white members. A 
booklet Lutheran Church Work in Inter- 
racial Commun‘ties is available free from 
the National Lutheran Council, Division 
of American Missions, 327 S. LaSalle St., 
Chicago 4, Ill. It includes an excellent 
description of how interracial work was 
begun in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,. 
Jamaica, New York.) 

Can the present white. churches be 
helped to make the Negro feel at home? 
How? Be sure interracial work is with 
Negroes, not for them or at them. 

8. Invite a young people’s group from 
a Negro church to a joint meeting, per- 
haps beginning with a dinner. It is better 
to have groups of approximately the same 
educational background, and for the first 
meeting at least to discuss some topic 
of general interest other than the race 
question. 

4. List Negro youth in the commu- 
nity who attend no Christian church 
group. Get volunteers from the group to 
invite them to come to the next meeting, 
suggesting that they call for the Negroes 
at their homes. 

(If the red herring of “intermarriage 
danger” is dragged in, answer that the 
great difficulties of racial intermarriage in 
our society are well known, that the dan- 
ger of such intermarriage is slight, and 
that the need to reach out to evangelize 
persons of: all races -is so great that that 
slight danger must be overcome. See the 
author’s Christian, What About Society? 
Sourcebook pages 59, 60 for a fuller dis- 
cussion of intermarriage. ) 


® |t may not take much of a man to be a Christian, but it takes 


all there is of him.—A. A. Belyea. 
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God’s Fifth Column 


Young adult topic by Gustav K. Wiencke 


These Christians are not satisfied with spiritual pablum 


“ LYING is the real way to 
travel to South America. New 


York, Miami, the Andes, and 

then were down in Paraguay.” A 

middle-aged business man was telling 

his story to a small group of neigh- 

bors. -We had gathered to hear abont 
his five-month vacation. 

But this was no vacation glamor 


story with a “there’s no place like 
North America” ending. It was the 
AUGUST, 1953 


story of a man’s spiritual quest. He 
had gone to Paraguay at the invita- 
tion of a friend to live for five months 
in the Bruderhof, a modern pioneer- 
ing Christian communal colony. And 
every one in the room knew that there 
was more to the story than the exotic 
details of life in a tropical wilderness. 

“T have never been satisfied with 
the fragmentation of life,” admitted 
the traveler. Little asides in the story 
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betrayed the man’s real concern. To 
many he was just a successful, pros- 
perous partner in a steel company. In 
actuality he was a man for whom the 
spiritual life in its wholeness was a 
dominant concern. “So I went down 
ihere to see how they lived the Chris- 
tian life in a Christian community.” 


(The Bruderhof began in Germany 
between the two world wars but it 
was driven out by the Nazis. A col- 
ony was established in England. Many 
German-speaking members, however, 
had to leave England during World 
War Il. They set up new colonies in 
Paraguay. It is communal in organi- 
zation, radically Christian in religion, 
but much more open to the world 
than similar groups in the past.) 


He passed around snapshots of the 
wife and kids. There were stories of 
the unusual life of these modem 
Christians, building self-sustaining 
communities in Paraguayan forests 
and plains. 

“Tve never seen happier people, 
but happiness isn’t their purpose in 
life. They believe they're doing God’s 
will, living together now in the way 
that all people wili live together, 
eventually—in God’s will.” 

A few weeks ago our friend gave 
up his business partnership, disposed 
of his comfortable suburban home, 
and went back to the Bruderhof to 
live. 

“I couldn’t stand not to,” he ex- 
plained. What he wanted to say was 
that the power and excitement of 
money and business, the luxuries of a 
gadget-equipped, decorator-appointed 
ouse weren't satisfying him. He 
wanted to live where things of the 
spirit came first, where men and 
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women lived together doing God's 
will. 

No doubt, you too, have shaken 
hands and looked into the eyes of in- 
dividuals here and there who are un- 
usually sensitive to the things of the 
spirit. They have felt the call of God 
and the great compulsion to respond 
in obedience and commitment. Meet- 
ing such people can often do more 
for us than a dozen preacher’s ser- 
mons. 

Where can we meet with such “sec- 
ond mile Christians’? 

How can one find them? 

Are there many in the Lutheran 
church? 


. Spiritual encounter 

Within any outwardly Christian 
organization one will find various 
levels of spiritual insight, dedication, 
and maturity. We are like families 
with a lot of little tots crawling 
around, a gang of boisterous, noisy 
adolescents, and a few, very few, wise 
and mature Christians. So on the din- 
ner table will be set a lot of bowls 
of pablum (predigested Christianity) , 
some attractive sugary desserts (out- 
wardly attractive religion), but not so 
much of the tough hardtack of the 
sailor who has signed up to serve his 
Captain on a long, hard voyage. Often 
it is necessary to adjust the congre- 
gational program to meet average 
wants and to service the standardized 
machinery of its organization. 

And the points where person meets 
person in the church are. often on the 
external levels of life. We ‘meet as 
fellow observers and spectators in the 
pews on Sunday. We eat sauer-kraut 
together and. josh a jolly councilman. 
We plot plans to raise money. We 
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look at lesson quarterlies when the 
teacher makes us do so. When the 
usher hands around the offering plate, 
we put in our money as a matter of 
keeping “face.” We smile and tell the 
preacher, “I enjoyed the sermon.” We 
mumble a few embarrassed words 
when we shake hands with the lady 
whose husband was buried last Tues- 
day. This—by the usual measurements 
of statistical records—makes up active 
church membership. 


This framework of church organiza- 
tion, administration, prestige housing, 
busy meetings, raising apportionment, 
getting new members, making the 
quota of attendance, is all a practical 
‘necessity in our own particular cul- 
ture. But there needs to be a place 
for a spiritual encounter of person to 
person, and of man with God on a 
far deeper level than we generally ex- 
_ perience. 


Perhaps we are afraid. Pleasant 
chit-chat is a good escape. Better to 
talk about how thick the walls of 
Jericho were than to talk about our 
personal religion. We hesitate to ex- 
pose our deeper feelings. 


“Emotionalism —it can’t be Lu- 
theran,” we comment, placidly. And 
so, like many a strenuous housewife, 
we seek security in an outward tidi- 
ness and orderliness that covers up 
the emptiness within. 


There are many “religious” ways of 
avoiding the massive pull of God's 
call. And of avoiding the deep moral 
and spiritual realities of life. 


No wonder, then, that a man takes 
his family to Paraguay to find the full 
life of fellowship with dedicated 
Christians. He could not find it in 
Pennsylvania. 
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God's fifth column 


Despite all we do, often carelessly 
and unwittingly, to hinder God’s 
Spirit, or to brush him aside in correct 
but glib verbalism of accepted doc- 
trines, God’s Spirit is at work. Today 
and in our midst! God has his “fifth 
column” operating within the walls 
erected to keep him out. 

These “fifth column Christians” 
work quietly and unobtrusively. They 
find creative ways to witness, and they 
find nourishment in the deeper levels 
of Christian fellowship. 

One of these fifth column folk is 
a physician. He was persuaded to 
wear a pin on the lapel of his coat. 
It is not easy to wear it, he declared. 
A patient will say, “Doctor, that’s a 
pretty pin! What’s it mean?” 

“Why, it represents an ox yoke.” 

“What for?” 

“Tt stands for 
Christian cause.” 

When he tells them that, he knows 
theyre watching his life to see 
whether he’s living up to the “yoke’s” 
meaning. 

This order of the yoke has grown 
up in a local congregation. It has 32 
members and a waiting list. “These 
32 are making a more effective wit- 
ness in their city than is sometimes 
made by churches with nominal mem- 
bership 10 times as large,” reports 
Elton Trueblood in The Christian 
Century, Dec. 5, 1951. 

Briefly, the yoke is a symbol for 
work, fellowship, and discipline. The 
call to follow Christ cannot be obeyed 
by those who are observers and con- 
tributors only. It is a call to work. 
“Take my yoke upon you!” Fellow- 
ship is essential because it is only 
when we work together that we really 
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know him who is our Lord and Mas- 
ter and whose cause we have under- 
taken to share. And discipline be- 
longs because a Christian is most free 
when he gladly accepts Christ’s bonds. 


Christian cells 

This type of Christian commitment 
“requires fellowship. The yoke cannot 
be borne alone. It is a fellowship 
which can only be realized in small 
groups. Surely there were psychologi- 
cal reasons, also, why Jesus limited his 
group to 13 men. (Modern church 
camping limits the “quest group” to 
14, the “shelter group” to seven.) It 
is only in the small, face-to-face group 
that the reality of Christian commu- 

nity can be realized. 

Modern Christian cell groups return 
to the ancient principles of the early 
Christians. They are small, informal, 
and powerfully moved by the Spirit. 
Christian cell groups have been 
formed on the campus, in the concen- 
tration camp, in the big city apart- 
ment house, in slave labor camps, in 
factories, in P-W camps—and in some 
congregations. 

What does a cell group do? To 
return to the example of the “order of 
the yoke,” their program is simple. 
The meeting begins by each member 
telling what he has done or tried to 
do for the Christian cause since the 
last meeting. (Very few absent them- 
selves; none without the knowledge 
of the group.) This sharing is a hum- 
bling experience. 

Then the cell group shares personal 
insights related to a Bible passage 
which all have undertaken to read as 
part of a voluntary discipline. The 
meeting closes with free prayer, inter- 
spersed by periods of silent waiting. 
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Another cell group in an Ohio con- 
gregation is made up of 20 from the 
adult “Bible class.” It meets each 
week to do more personal work on 
the regular Sunday “lesson.” Origin- 
ally, telephone invitations were made 
to all class members, but after the 
group developed its procedure, no in- 
vitations were issued. It is open to 
anyone, however, and provides experi- 
ences for Christian growth. 


Through weekend retreats, building 
up a deeply soul-searching experience, 
small “concerned groups” are being 
formed in a number of Episcopalian 
congregations. Their concern is a 
deepened Christian life through edu- 
cation that is more than a “teacher 
tell pupil” variety. 

An increasing number of church 
camps develop “cell group experience” 
which can be carried over into the 
congregation. 

Alan Paton, world-famed author of 
Cry the Beloved Country sums up his 
philosophy of the church in these 
words: “The church of Christ does 
not exist primarily to change society, 
nor to lead men to duty and death. 
It exists primarily to worship God and 
to teach men to yield themselves to 
the force of this attraction (of his 
Spirit). It does not exist primarily to 
eliminate poverty nor to preach mor- 
ality nor to lay obligation upon man; 
but it teaches men to make themselves 
the vehicles of God’s power, by which 
may be done greater things than any 
man has dreamed.” , 


DISCUSSION SUGGESTIONS 


1. What are the resources of your 
group? 


Some may have had cell-group ex- 
periences or something like it. Their ex-_ 
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periences, shared with the group, will be 
invaluable. They may have had these 
experiences in youth groups, camps, ash- 
rams, campus organizations, and foreign 
work camps. Leaders should check to see 
what contributions can be made by group 
members. 


2. What factors hinder a deeper spir- 
itual life in our congregation? 

These may be brought out in “buzz 
groups” and assembled on a blackboard. 
Use the listing as a negative background 
for the positive contribution of Christian 
cell groups. 

3. Exactly what do we mean by truly 
spiritual Christian living? 

Most people readily admit that they 
are not leading very Christian lives. “I’m 
not much of a Christian,” says one. What 
‘do they mean? What would be Chris- 
tian? 

4. How can we make it easier for 
people to talk about their personal reli- 
gious problems? 

Do evangelism calls help? Do we know 
each other well enough? Too well? Are 
we afraid of losing face or status in the 
group? Are we afraid of ridicule? Gos- 
sip? Do we really trust each other? 


5. Use the resource article for illus- 
trations in the discussion. 


WORSHIP 


Arrange for the worship at the end of 
the discussion period. Put the group at 
ease in seating arrangement and atmos- 
phere. See that all are supplied with 
Bibles. E 

Ask the group to feel themselves to- 
gether as a cell group. Picture the early 
Christians meeting in the biggest kitchen 
of any of their fellowship. One of them 
recalls an event in Jesus’ life or a saying 
of his. - 

Let someone in the group recall from 
memory a saying of Jesus. Invite com- 
ment but do not force it. 

Now ask the group to think of that 
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saying for themselves, using their Bibles 
in any way they wish. Allow a few min- 
utes for this quiet study and reflection. 
Then let individuals share their thoughts. 

Hum the first bars of a hymn. Ask the 
group to join in a stanza. Encourage 
spontaneous singing of first stanzas. 

Close the devotions with short per- 
sonal prayers or sentence prayers. 


QUOTES 


© Only one out of sixty Russians is a 
communist, that is, a party member. We 
reckon more than one out of two Amer- 
icans a church member. The commu- 
nist party wields such terrible power be- 
cause of its use of spiritual weapons as 
well as material force. It makes intense 
use of work, fellowship, discipline. 


© The totally committed Christians 
“must live in small spiritual families, or 
communities, built upon the foundation 
principles of the kingdom. There can be 
no real family if the members are widely 
scattered. The Body of Christ is like the 
body of a man—it cannot live unless its 
parts are joined together. Each member 
must know the other member intimately; ~ 
else, how can he really love them, since 
love is always personal and never ab- 
stract?” (The High Call, Summer 1950). 


® Elton Trueblood paraphrases the 
beatitudes, “Blessed are the meek for 
they shall inherit the earth” by utilizing 
the fact that the root word for meek is 
the same as for “yoke.” “Blessed are the 
harnessed for they inherit the earth.” 
Wild beasts are free to roam, but they 
don’t get anything done. 


PROJECT 


Consider forming a small, fireside “cell 
group” in the home of a group member. 
Arrange for meetings regularly over a set 
period of time. At the end of that time, 
the cell group can decide whether to 
continue. Three people are enough to 
form a cell. 
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Young people having problems or questions that they would like dis- 


cussed in this feature should send them to “Problem Clinic,” Luther 


Life, 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Penna. No names will be pub- 


l'shed with questions submitted to the editor. 


Problem Clinic 


Three leading Luther leaguers give their 


answers to common problems of youth 


1. _1 don’t know what to do on a 
date. 


Jupy Linpserc: A little analyzing 
shows that the purpose of dating is to 
get a better understanding of the op- 
posite sex. One way this can be done 
is through the sharing of mutual in- 
terests. Perhaps you both like clas- 
sical music . . . then off to the con- 
cert. Maybe you are both athletes... 
then off to the skating rink. Or if 
you both love popcorn . . . off to the 
movies or into the kitchen and back 
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to the TV set. 

Your activities can vary from bowl- 
ing to sitting around the phonograph 
with your favorite records. Whatever 
you enjoy and are comfortable doing 
is usually an interesting date activity. 

One caution . . . be sure not to be 
completely selfish. If he likes science 
fiction movies, occasionally sit through 
one with a smile. 


- Joun Hanst: This is a problem that 
shouldn't be a problem, for almost all 
dates should’ be planned beforehand. 
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This is generally left up to the fellow, 
but a suggestion or so by the girl can 
be quite a help. 

An activity in which both are in- 
terested is a must. Heaven help the 
boy who takes his date to the lake if 
she is the type that can’t stand to get 
her hair wet. 


Dave UuteEry: This is practically 
always the fellow’s biggest problem. 
Many times it is difficult to decide 


just what to do, but chances are that 
if you have already asked a girl for 
a date, you had something definite in 
mind. But if you have wanted to date 
that girl across the aisle for some time 
and don’t know where to take her, 
that’s another problem. 

Let’s answer it this way—what does 
she like to do? Of course, movies and 
dances are always fun. But what if 
you want to do something different? 
Find out more about her and you'll 


SEVENTEEN-YEAR-OLD Judy Lindberg, extreme right, who writes for this “Clinic’’, pras- 
tices a new song with other LLA caravaners at their briefing session last summer. 
Recently Judy won a scholarship for total tuition to Kalamazoo College for four years. 
She is president of the Michigan Luther League. 
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BOTH JOHN HANST and his mother are 
_ current contributors to Luther Life. John 
wrote answers to problems in the “Clinic.” 
His mother wrote ‘Under Cover Stuff,’”” be- 
ginning on page 36. During the last year 
John has been president of the West Vir- 
ginia Luther League. Last spring he grad- 
vated from high school in Oakland, Md. 


probably find that she likes to swim, 
skate, play tennis, go to parties, and 
countless other things. If you make 
your date enjoyable for her by doing 
something that she likes to do, and 
one on which she can be perfectly at 
ease, she likely will enjoy dating you 
again. 

But on the other hand, don’t do 
something that you dislike to do! Dat- 
ing is strictly a 50-50 proposition. If 
one dater has a bad time, it’s a cinch 
that her partner will, too. 


By the way, an excellent place to 
take your girl is to Luther League or 
to special church services, even if she 
does have a church home elsewhere. 
After all, you don’t have to convert 
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her—just enjoy her company and see 
to it that she enjoys yours. Besides, 
church is an excellent place to become 
acquainted with someone. 


2. Is it okay to kiss my date the 
first time we go out? 

Jupy: “Good things come slow,” 
some wise old philosopher once said. 
This is a maxim that I have found 
applies to the kiss. In the matter of 
kissing, no person can make unbreak- 
able rules for another, but I avoid a 
kiss on the first date because to me 
it means loss of respect for both the 
date and the kiss, and it also shows 
lack of emotional control. 

The Grand Rapids Central High 
School family and living class polled 
the senior high. students of Central 
as to the advisability of a kiss on the 
first date. Eighty per cent felt that 
kissing on this first one was unneces- 
sary. The opinion also was that the 
girl’s attitude towards her date deter- 
mined this outcome of this question. 
. . . So girls, it seems that if we keep 
this first date light, happy, and on a 
friendly basis we can say goodnight 
on a pleasant, friendly, and polite way 
and still have all the respect and in- 
terest that we want. 


Joun: I would say no. In my opin _ 


ion a kiss should mean something to 
the two involved. I don’t think a kiss 
should become a routine part of any 
date. 


Dave: This, I believe, is a universal 
problem among us young people, one 
with no definite and cléarly defined 
answer. Many of our elders and even 
great numbers of teen-agers answer 
the question with a positive and un- 
comprising “No!” But there are in- 
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creasing numbers of people who think 
that there should be some provisions 
to this. 

After all, just what is a kiss? Any 
kiss, whether on the first date or not, 
should mean something to the daters. 
A kiss is a very natural method of 
expressing affection, and should have 
its place on the first date, if it really 
is an expression of affection, and is 
not just a means of gaining pleasure 
or is nothing more than a “thank you” 
on the girl’s part. These two cases 
should not be tolerated in any circum- 
stance. 

If this rule were followed, I think 
that it would limit first date kissing 
very greatly, for few teen-agers are 
capable of holding any real affection 
for someone after only one date. 

It is silly for us to do just as our 
parents did, or to do just as the boy 
across the street. We are individuals, 
_and if we have a normal mind, we 
should be able to make decisions of 
this kind with no one other than God 
in our presence. 


3. How can | carry on a pleasant 
conversation? 

Jupy: In my public speaking class 
and while caravaning for the Luther 
League of America last summer, I 
found that “to acquire the ability to 
speak, one must speak.” Then too, I 
have found that*there are about 10 
commandments for a good conversa- 
tionalist. 

First, be interested. Second, be in- 
formed. Third, listen. Fourth, avoid 
disagreeing. Fifth, don’t wear out 
your subject. 

Sixth, avoid controversial topics. 
Seventh, practice around the dinner 
table. Eighth, encourage your date to 


AUGUST, 1953 


EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD Dave Ullery is presi- 
dent of the Ohio Luther League and a 
pre-ministerial student at Wittenberg Col- 
lege. He was valedictorian of his high 
school class and won several awards for 
scholarship. He was also president of his 
congregational league at Brookville, Ohio, 
for two years. 


discuss himself. Ninth, cautionsly and 
inconspicuously use the “avenue” of 
conversation, such as school activities, 
future plans, vocations, vacations, 
books, music, dancing, food, and so 
on. Tenth, remember that if at first 
you don’t succeed, practice makes 
perfect. 


Joun: For me conversation comes 
easy if I have just met a person. 
School, hobbies, sports, and Luther 
League (or other church youth 
group) are all interesting to chat 
about. 

Encourage your date to talk about 
herself. She'll like it. If you have 
known each other some time you will 
certainly have common things to talk 
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about. 
Relax. Don’t worry about what to 
talk about and be yourself. 


Dave: Many times fellows and girls 
return home after a date feeling as 
though the evening had been a total 
loss, because they hadn’t been able to 
“break the ice” and enjoy themselves. 
Maybe they had just sat all evening, 
tense, flustered, and wishing the 
whole thing were over, simply be- 
cause they hadn’t been able to talk 
to each other. 

This is a very disturbing and use- 
less thing to have happen on a date, 
for no matter how shy a person may 
be, he surely should be able to talk 
with a fair degree of casualness and 
sincerity to his date. 

But what to talk about? This is the 
major problem, especially for those on 
the first date with someone. But a 
dater who is foresighted will find out 
where his date’s interests lie, and will 
be prepared to show an interest in 
them, himself. This applies to girls, 
too, for a fellow certainly gets no en- 
joyment from talking to a brick wall 
all evening. 

Once you get a_ conversation 
started, you will be amazed at the 
variety of things you will soon be talk- 


WITTENBERG 


A college of great teaching noted for 
developing the best capabilities of its 
students and for turning out Chris- 
tian men and women who make good 
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ing about. Just relax and be yourself 
on a date. Let your ideas be ex- 
pressed. You don’t have to be a mas- 
ter of funny stories. Talk about com- 
mon interests such as school, sports, 
current events, and even the price of 
eggs in Timbuctoo, if that’s where 
your interest lies. 

Remember to discuss things of a 
more serious nature sometimes. It is 
very stimulating to discover how 
someone else feels about some of the 
same problems that you have. One 
doesn’t have to be an inspired and 
brilliant speaker to be a good conver- 
sationalist and feel self confident on 
a date. 


4. How can | live up to the ideals 
set for me? 

Jupy: Henry Ford said, “Be careful 
of what you wish. It’s quite likely 
you'll get it.” Accepting this as true, 
the first step in living up to estab- 
lished ideals is to want to live up to 
them. 

For me _ this includes thinking 
through all these ideals . . . getting 
to the purpose behind them, accept- 
ing the wisdom in them, and sincerely 
deciding to follow them. 

Then since the most powerful re- 
enforcement we have is God, we can 
strengthen our convictions through 
prayer and worship. Thought, discus- 
sion, practice, and prayer have all 
added to my adjustment in this phase. 
I cannot give any established formula 
that will solve everyone’s problem in 
this respect. 

Joun: I think the ideals which one 
has set uv for himself are more im- 
portant than ones set up for him by 
someone else. If one does what he 
thinks is right he will have no trouble 
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in living up to his ideals. 

This will sometimes mean going in 
a different direction than the crowd. 
But the inner satisfaction he will re- 
ceive should make him glad he dif- 
fered. 


Dave: Some young people consider 
themselves unfortunate in that their 
standards of conduct have been estab- 
lished by preceding generations. It’s 
true that many times we think that 
our parents and elders are old-fash- 
ioned and were outdated before the 
silent movies, but do you remember 
the Fourth Commandment? Better 
consider it pretty carefully, because it 
- is completely true when it says, “that 
thy days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” 

Our basic ideals, of course, are to 
live as Christ would have us live and 
to serve him with our whole lives. 
We young people like to think that 
we have problems that are unusual 
and vastly different from those our 
parents had as teen-agers. Maybe this 
is true to a certain extent, but the 
basic principles involved never 
change. It isn’t the easiest thing to 
live up to our ideals. In fact, it is 
the most difficult task of which I 
know. 

There is only one way that we can 
live up to our ideals, as there was 
only one way for our parents. That 
one way is by consecrating our lives 
to Jesus Christ and recognizing him as 
our only source of salvation. 

I know that so far I have failed to 
live up to my ideals, but I constantly 
feel the pull of Christ’s love on my 
life, I know what it is to pray and to 
do his work, and I see around me 
every day the help he is giving to 
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those who are giving life a serious try. 


We as young Christians have def- 
inite responsibilities in this world, and 
we must be prepared to face them. 
Only Christ can offer us the help we 
need, and we must not be afraid to 
rely on him. When we are faced with 
these problems of dating and other 
problems in life, let’s ask ourselves, 
“What would Christ do if he were in 
a similar situation?” Christ has given 
us definite standards of conduct to 
follow in all phases of life, and these 
have been recorded in the fifth, sixth, 
and seventh chapters of the Gospel of 
Matthew—the Sermon on the Mount. 
When these principles really find their 
place in our lives, our lights will truly 
shine before men. 
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By Polly Johnson Hanst 


ENSELY Chuck leaned for- 

ward in the old row boat. 

With an extra tug he pulled 
out one of the largest bass he had 
ever caught. “Jeepers, she’s 18 inches 
if she’s an inch,” he murmured to 
himself. He would need to do no ca- 
joling to get Mom to cook this one. 
Already he could see the crusty brown 
morsel laid in a bed of parsley and 
lemon wedges. : 

It didn’t matter that in the next 
two hours he got only one nibble. He 
felt like a king when Jack Stewart 
met him on the way home and asked 
to see his catch. 

Jack had been fishing too. But for 
a quite different reason. There never 
was much food in the Stewart home, 
and anything Jack caught meant nour- 
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ishment for the family. 

While Jack was admiring the fine 
fish, Chuck caught a strange look in 
his face. Could it be hunger? No, 
not the new hunger he was feeling 
from being out of doors all day, but a 
real hunger. 

Chuck’s mind shifted to the widow 
and her children. He had an idea. 
A warm idea. A glow went clear 
through. him. 

“Say, I hear your mother’s been 
sick,” he said. “Take this over to her 
and tell her it’s my get-well card.” 
He took the big bass off the stick, 
fastened it to another and handed it 
to Jack. 

“But,” protested Jack, “you'll want 
to show this one to the gang. Other- 
wise theyll never believe you when 
you tell your fish story.” 

* Chuck told no fish story. 
e. 


Did Chuck go overboard with his 
generosity? : 

What. really prompted the give 
away? 

Why didn’t Chuck talk about his 
prize catch? * 
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cover Stuff 


ISS JESSIE lived in the big- 

gest house in town and even 

though she was old and 
couldn’t get about very well she hired 
ample help to keep the place looking 
ship shape. 

Sight of the house always brought 
happy memories to any leaguers who 
passed. Miss Jessie had been leader 
of the children’s department of the 
Sunday school for years. In fact, she 
really lived for that. 

At Christmas she always went to 
the city to shop for “her youngsters.” 
Every child knew that at Miss Jessie’s 
party he would get the nicest and 
most unusual toy he had ever owned. 
That was what was in her mind when 
she bought it. Each child’s personality 
was considered—not his needs. So her 
packages never contained socks and 
Sbintspemenen jUStatOys ses eOULPOL ethis 
world toys . . . that could be pur- 
chased only in a big city with a full 
purse. 

Mary Ann was thinking of all this 
as she passed the high columned man- 
sion on her way home from the li- 
brary. On an impulse she turned up 
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the long walk toward the house. 

“I believe I'll run in and say hello,” 
she thought. She didn’t know why 
she made the decision. She passed 
that way every day, yet it had been 
fully two years since she had even 
paused to exchange a few words. 

Old folk have their own friends and 
they can’t be bothered with teeners, 
Mary Ann excused. Anyway there 
were so many of them in Miss Jessie’s 
lifetime that she probably wouldn't 
remember very many of them. 

A maid directed Mary Ann to the 
front bedroom upstairs. There Miss 
Jessie hugged her and patted her 
hand and called her by name. “Then 
she did remember me.” 

As Mary Ann gabbed along she ob- 
served the room. On every table and 
every wall were pictures . . . photo- 


Small deeds of kindness 
can bring rich satisfaction 
to you and the one you 
help in a quiet manner. 
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RK KO REI RK Ke OK 


Sel Rating Chart 


Score yourself 10 for each “‘no’’ answer 
in the first 5. Score 10 for each “yes” 
answer from 6 to 10. A score of 80 is 
good giving. A score of 60 is just aver- 
age. Under 50—you’d better stop loving 
yourself and start loving your fellow men. 

1. | give because | feel that | should. 

2. | like to give gifts that make a 
good showing. 

3. | like to give so | can talk about it. 

4. | give to those who give to me. 

5. | spend more on the gifts to those 
who have everything, because it’s hard to 
buy for them. 

6. | give gifts because | like to get 
them. 

7. Sometimes | give things | would 
- like to keep. 

8. | give because it’s fun. 

9. | give to make others happy. 

10. | give to those for whom | 
sorry. 


Ke Ke Ki Kon aE 


feel 


graphs of Christmas parties, snapshots 
of picnics, girls in bridal gowns, boys 
in baseball garb . . . all her beloved 
children of the church back as far as 
Mary Ann’s parents. 

“T’ve just come from the library and 
thought you might like to read The 
Silver Chalice,” Mary Ann said. The 
idea had just struck her, but she knew 
she had done the right thing. “In two 
weeks I'll stop by and return it.” 

“In two weeks Mary Ann will be 
here again,” Miss Jessie thought. That 
idea pleased her more than the book 
that lay upon her lap. 

When Mary Ann hurried down the 
steps toward home her heart was full 
and her brain was churning. “Our 
league must give more thought to 
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bringing joy to others,” she thought. 
“Sunday night 'm going to come up 
with an idea.” 

e 

What ideas do you think Mary Ana 
hadP 

Are the wealthy more often neg- 
lected than the poor? 

What can young people do for 
those who seem to have enough of 
this world’s goods? 

Could it be possible that a_ half 
hour of time would bring more joy 
than a ten-dollar bill? 


IM needed some cash .. . needed 

it badly. He wanted to build a 

kayak to take on a camping trip. 
Now you can't really expect parents— 
parents of average income like Jim’s— 
to cough up money for a thing like 
a kayak. They had only been able to 
supply half the money for his bike. 
He had earned the other half. 

The bike! The idea hit him head 
on! “Ill advertise her for sale. Don’t 
need her now that I have my driver’s 
license.” 

So advertise he did—cleaned up the 
bike, filled the tires with air, and de- 
cided she was worth $15. 

Several people dropped around to 
look it over, but no one was really in- 
terested until a scrawny 12-year-old 
turned up. Jim recalled that he lived 
in an old flat in the alley behind his 
dad’s office. The alley was the young- 


sters’ playground and they had to 
scram when a truck or: car came 
through. 


The 15 dollars was about as big as 
a million to the kid. But Jim had 
riever seen such longing in the face 
of anyone. , 

Jim couldn't get the kid out of his 
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) mind. The more he thought the more 

! he remembered his own 12th year and 

the fun the gang had on those bike 
hikes . . . how they learned to perform 
tricks. 

Straightway he got out a can of red 
paint and started in. Then he shined 
the chrome until she looked almost as 
good as new. 

One evening after dark he left the 
bike tied to the door knob in the alley. 
On the handle bar was this note: “If 
there is anything left of this bike 
when you're through with it, fix it 
up and pass it on to some boy who 
would like it. Happy biking to you.” 

e 


Jim didn’t need to be so terribly 
generous, did he? 

Would it have been better had he 
found the boy a job? 

Couldn't he have come down in 
price instead of making an outright 

\ gift? 

Did Jim have any business to say 
what should be done with the bike 
when the youngster was through with 
it? 

What explanation should he make 
to his family and friends about NOT 
making the kayak? 


WORSHIP OUTLINE 


Hymn: “Give of Your Best to the Mas- 
ter” 242 CYH 


Call to Worship: 

He gives not best that gives most; but 
he gives most who gives best. If then 
I cannot give bountifully, yet I will give 
freely; and what I want in my _ hand, 
supply by my heart. He gives well that 
gives willingly. (Arthur Warwick) 
Scripture: 

II Corinthians 9:7; Matthew 26:42-45 
Prayer: Use one from CYH, or write 

your own. 

Hymn: “I Would Be True” 284 CYH 


PROJECT 


Many of you may recall the legend 
of the Knights of the Silver Shield in 
which the shields of the knights of King 
Arthur’s court shone in exact proportion 
to the brave deeds they had done. 

Each did deeds so all might see the 
glitter of his shield. 

Sir Roland, however, did a fine deed 
of which he said nothing. In fact, he 
gave no thought to it thereafter. But 
as the knights gathered around the table, 
each telling of his bravery, one looked 
over and shouted, “Look, Sir Roland’s 
shield!” It was shining like a star. 

Leaguers could work out their owa 
system. On a bulletin board a star for 
each member could be pegged. One side 
covered with aluminum foil, the other 
dull. If a leaguer did a good deed, with 
no selfish motive and TOLD NO ONE 
he turns the bright side of the star out. 
Of course, every one’s curiosity will be 
aroused when the star shines. But that’s 
the giver’s own secret. 


® Here are a few figures that bring home the immensity of a 
billion, in these days of high finance: 

A billion dollar bills laid end to end would encircle the earth 
nearly four times. If you made 19 trips between New York and 
Chicago you would cover a distance of nearly a billion inches. The 
propellor of an airplane travelling 300 miles per hour would turn 
a billion times if the plane would cruise continuously—24 hours a day 
—for nearly two years!—Lion Magazine. 
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You Can Gab 


on Your Feet 


You need to be a sort of 
gossiper to be a good public 


speaker 


By Ray Tiemeyer 


OE had been dating Mary for 

three years. The night had come 

when he planned to propose to 
her. Painstakingly he uttered the 
words, “Will you marry me?” 

Mary began her answer with, 
“Well.” Then she paused. Of course 
Mary wanted to say yes. But if she 
paused, she knew Joe would appre- 
ciate her affirmative answer more 
when it came. There was nothing 
wrong with leaving him in suspense 
awhile. 

Any person who realizes the value 
of the “pause” will be able to gab on 
his feet. The pause gives the audience 
a chance -to think ,about, what the 
speaker has said and gives the speaker 
a chance to think about what he is 
to say next. 

If Mary had to give a speech in 
class the next day, something like this 
might run through her mind: 


LUTHER LIFE 


“What if I forgot what I’m to say,” 
) Or, “Maybe I haven’t memorized my 
speech well enough. Oh, oh, now the 
teacher has called my name. Here 
goes nothing.” After three dozen 
rapid-fire sentences Mary thinks, “I’m 
all out of breath, what can I do. I 
can’t say another word, and if I pause 
the teacher will think I’ve forgotten. 
and then maybe I will forget!” 

The trouble with Mary’s speech was 
that she had forgotten the value of 
the “pause” which she had used so 
effectively the night before. Another 
fault was that she had memorized the 
whole thing. 

The pause is one of several simple 
techniques that make the difference 
between a good and a poor speech. 

Speech is like talking to a friend, 
and just as easy. It becomes difficult 
and ineffective if it is made anything 
else. It is not just one person talking 
. to a group. It is a give and take 
' proposition. 


ARE YOU READY now for the secret 
to good speaking? Here it is: Find a 
subject that you know more about 
than the listeners and in which the 
listeners are interested. Actually, you 
have to be a sort of gossiper to be a 
good speaker. The gossiper tries to 
get to his friends first with the most 
interesting news. 


But you object-that you don’t know 
as much about most things as your po- 
tential listeners know. If you realize 
that, you have just made the first step 
toward becoming a good speaker. 

Have you heard the boring speaker 
who said something like this, “Mary is 
a girl. Mary is a good girl. Mary 
does good things. Mary is a good girl 
because she does good things.” 
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What's the difficulty? The speaker 
isn’t struggling as he speaks. He isn’t 
pausing, reaching down deep in his 
thoughts and bringing up something 
the audience wants to know. 

But how do you keep from sound- 
ing like that? The little word is “Re- 
search.” Choose a subject and then 
do some reading. After reading 10 
minutes on the subject you will know 
as much about it as most of your lis- 
teners. And after 45 minutes you will 
know more; in fact, you'll know sev- 
eral things you can’t wait to tell them 
if you’ve chosen an interesting sub- 
ject. Read until you have learned 
something exciting enough that you 
want to call your best friend and tell 
him what you have just learned. 


Gremlins and pixies 

But first stop and organize the ma- 
terial into an outline. Now watch out 
for gremlins! This is the point where 
they feed you that line about writing 
it out and memorizing. When you are 
telling your friends about your par- 
ents’ new car, you don’t write it out 
and memorize it first. Exciting news 
need only be organized into an out- 
line. 

Of course, you should practice the 
speech first.’ Talk to a mirror. Get 
the time about right and you're ready 
to go. 

Youre at the meeting now. Waiting 
to be introduced. Are the gremlins 
at work again? Mistaken, this time 
it's the pixies. These are good pixies. 
I know it feels like your heart and 
tongue decided to trade places and- 
got lodged in your throat, but that’s 
all right. Really these pixies are try- 
ing to do you a favor by making your 
heart beat faster. More energy is be- 
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ing supplied to your body so that you 
can give a more exciting speech. 
Don’t mistake that extra energy for 
fear. 

If you think you are being supplied 
with too much energy, try this. Make 
your muscles tense, take three deep 
breaths, and relax. Now they are pick- 
ing you up off the floor. Next time 
don’t relax quite so much. 

They have just called your name. 
Take a look at yourself. Sharp aren’t 
you? You can be a good speaker too. 

Try to picture yourself as being in 
conversation with a friend. Now and 
then you pause. You can’t help it. 
You're thinking. And 10 to one if you 
get stuck for a word you'll find your 
_hand coming into action—uncons- 
ciously. 

Your hands will help you reach, 
they'll draw pictures for you. When 
you speak spontaneously your whole 
body is expressive. Struggle for your 
words. At least then you're never a 
bore because struggle brings changes 
that give life to your voice. 

That is the give and take which 
we mentioned earlier. Good speech 
demands that you speak spontaneously 
as you do in conversation. 

Youll be surprised to find that you 
are looking into a group of friendly 
faces and youll be more surprised 
when you see the whites of their eyes. 
Theyll cling to your every word. 
Make them work for the next word. 
Use the pause, know more than they 
know, speak spontaneously, and you 
are gabbing on your feet. 


QUESTIONS 


1. Do you think a speech should ever 
be written out? Should a speech ever be 
memorized? Read from a manuscript? In 
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what cases? 

2. What are other ways of making a 
speech spontaneous besides the use of 
the pause, not memorizing, and being 
well acquainted with your subject? 

38. Why do some find themselves 
more fearful of speaking than others? 

4, Why is league a good place to 
learn to speak? 

5. Do speaking abilities help one to 
be more successful in life? How? 

6. Do speaking abilities help people 
to be of greater service to the church? 
How? 

7. Do some young people decide 
against going into full-time church work 
because they lack confidence in their 
speaking ability? Can everyone be trained 
to be good speakers? 


PROGRAM 

The topic leader may read this article 
and then do a little research in public 
speaking. After having convinced him- 
self that everyone can be a confident 
speaker he should attempt to convince 
the leaguers. 

One method may be to give a speech 
about public speaking. After the speech, 
divide the group into two debate teams. 
Let everyone who says they are too 
afraid to speak represent the side which 
will argue that “Not everyone can speak.” 
Let the confident speaker argue that 
“Everyone can speak.” If the confident 
speakers win the debate, you have 
achieved your goal. If the ones who say 
not everyone can speak appear to be 
winning, show them how wonderful they 
have done in their debate and tell them 
that at least we know they can speak for 
they have just demonstrated the fact. 

After this the questions may be asked. 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS - 

Hymns: “Take My Life and Let It Be,” 
or “Onward Christian Soldiers” 

Scripture: Acts 2:1-8 

Prayer: Use Collect 18 on page 139 of 
the Common Service Book. 
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The Church’s UN 


Representatives of 161 churches in 43 countries 


need no veto power when they work together 


By James A. Ryberg 


his sermon the congregation 

sensed that something unusual 
was in store. A group of strangers, 
who certainly did not dress like na- 
tives of Antioch, had quietly slipped 
into the church. They appeared tired, 
as if after a long and tedious journey. 


Ens before Paul had finished 


Instead of making his usual an- 
nouncements after the sermon, Paul 
motioned to one of the visitors to 
come to the front of the church. 

“This, brethren,” he said, “is Aga- 
bus. He comes to us from Jerusalem 
and brings special news concerning 
our fellow believers there.” 

Agabus was a tall and striking fig- 
ure, loosely gowned in the flowing 
robes of the first century. He had a 
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dark, full beard and a serious set to 
his eyes. 

After a short prayer in which he 
thanked God that both Jew and Gen- 
tile had responded to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, he told the congregation 
that he brought troubling news. All 
Judea was faced with disaster. Little 
rain had fallen in the last season. 


Parched, dry crops showed little 
promise of bearing enough fruit to 
feed the people. All indications 


pointed toward terrible suffering dur- 
ing the coming winter. Unless food 
could be shipped from neighboring 
countries, many people, particularly in 
Jerusalem, faced almost certain starva- 
tion. 

Christians in Jerusalem, he reported, 
were in particular distress. They could 
expect almost no aid from the non- 
Christian population. 


(nearest 


camera), attend a session of the First Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 


Amsterdam. 


Seated between the two is Dr. Marc Boegner of France. 


In the clerical 


collar is the Rev. Erling Eidem, former archbishop of the Lutheran Church of Sweden. 


Agabus’ words were full of emo- 
tion, like those of a father who was 
concerned for his family and who had 
gone to his brothers to ask help. He 
pointed out that the congregation of 
“Christians” in Jerusalem knew the 
same Lord and Shepherd, the same 
Saviour that the Antioch parish had 
come to know and worship and serve. 

Response was immediate. Hands 
were raised all over the church, ask- 
ing recognition from Paul to speak. 
One by one, each of the members de- 
clared that since God had so richly 
blessed them, they felt a special obli- 
gation to share their bounty with their 
brethren in Jerusalem. 

They offered bushels of corn, wheat, 
milled flour, dried figs, almonds, and 
other foods. Some said they would 
give a lamb, two sheep, a goat. Still 
others pledged gifts of Roman dinarii. 

The total was so great that the con- 
gregation urged Paul and Barnabas to 
collect the gifts into a caravan and 
set out immediately for Jerusalem. 


20th century “togetherness” 


This is a true story. Not only does 
it come from the Acts of the Apostles 
(Chapter 11, wv. 27-30), but secular 
history bears record that such a fam- 
ine took place in the year A. D. 45. 
It affected Jerusalem and Judea and 
extended into parts of Greece. 

This is the earliest recorded in- 
stance of an act of “inter-church aid.” 
It characterizes the ecumenical “to- 
getherness” of the early Christian 
church that has been strongly woven 
into the framework of the 20th cen- 
tury’s World Council of Churches. 

When the World Council of 
Churches was formally organized at 
Amsterdam, Holland, in 1948, follow- 
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ing a 10-year period of birth pains, 
the “inter-church aid” principle 
formed the cornerstone. 

Immediately a Department of Inter- 
Church Aid emerged out of a num- 
ber of organizational plans designed 
to strengthen modern fellowship in 
Christian sharing. Through this de- 
partment, more than $50 million worth 
of materials and cash gifts have 
flowed to revive and recreate Chris- 
tian faith on the continent of Europe 
alone. 

This work rests upon a growing 
ecumenical awareness of the Biblical 
concept of the Body of Christ. All 
parts of the body suffer when one 
suffers. (I Corinthians 12:26) 

Basic inter-church aid principles de- 
scribed in Acts can be outlined in 
four main points: 


1. Sufferings of church™ people 
create needs that can be met by aid 
from Christians in other churches. 

2. Needs must be described to 
churches able to help. 

3. Christians must decide to help 
distressed brothers. 

4. Relief must be transmitted and 
distributed through proper, responsi- 
ble channels. 


The unsettled years following 
World War II leave little doubt that 
a “great famine” of both material and 
spiritual necessities exists today. These 
modem needs are not unlike those 
that stimulated help on behalf of the 
stricken Judaean church in the time 
of the apostles. , 

Modern denominational’ leaders 
seek to acquaint their members with 
the challenges of churches in distress, 
much in the manner of Agabus and 
the “prophéts” who journeyed from 
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| Jerusalem to tell the Christians at An- 
tioch about the sufferings of the con- 
gregation in Judea. 

Once today’s Christians understand 
modern needs, they are moved by the 
same spirit of stewardship that moti- 
vated the Antioch Christians. 

Yet, as at first, inter-church aid still 
depends on each man, who “according 
to his ability” sends “relief unto the 
brethren.” 

In our Lutheran church, Lutheran 
World Action is the blessed means 
through which inter-church action is 
possible. Since 1939, Lutherans in 
America have contributed $34,339,380 
in cash gifts for inter-church aid, plus 
another $23 million worth of relief 
goods through Lutheran 
World Relief. 

But the World Council 
of Churches is more than 
just a channel through 
which inter-church aid 
can be collected and dis- 
tributed. It is a fellow- 
ship of Christians who recognize 
“Jesus Christ as God and Saviour.” 

Representatives of 161 member 
communions in 43 countries are learn- 
ing to know each other’s gifts in fields 
of faith and order, Biblical study, 
Christian action in society, evangel- 
ism, and youth, laymen’s and women’s 
work. It is a continuing process of 
growing together, much like small 
streams coming together to form a 
larger, stronger stream. 

The World Council of Churches is 
like a family, with each of the mem- 
bers having a common loyalty to 
Christ as Saviour. They are unlike 
individually, but together they bring 
their historic, academic, and spiritual 
gifts to make a stronger witness to 


O'Malley. 


AUGUST, 1953 


@ it is twice as hard 
to crush a half-truth as 
a whole lie. — Austin 


the gospel of Jesus Christ before the 
eyes and ears of the world. 

The World Council is just that: A 
council. It is not a legislative body, 
but rather a cooperative agency for 
the churches in the fields that they 
have chosen to work together. As 
such, it can bring great blessing to all 
the churches. 

Governed by a central committee 
of 90 church representatives which 
meets annually, the WCC has an ex- 
ecutive committee of 18. Its six presi- 
dents are Lutheran Bishop Eivind 
Berggrav of Norway; Methodist 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the 
U. S.; Anglican Archbishop G. F. 
Fisher of England; French Reformed 
President Mare Boegner; 
Greek Orthodox  Arch- 
bishop Athenagoras; and 
Miss Sarah Chakko of In- 
dia. Prominent Lutherans © 
active in the World Coun- 
cil include the ULC’s 
President Franklin Clark 
Fry, who is vice chairman of the cen- 
tral committee; Dr. Rajah B. Mani- 
kam of India, secretary for East Asia; 
and Dr. O. F. Nolde of Philadelphia, 
director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. 

Overseas Lutheran churches that 
belong to the council are from Aus- 
tria, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Es- 
tonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hol- 
land, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indo- 
nesia, Norway, Poland, Rumania, and 
Sweden. Most of these Lutheran 
churches are also members of the Lu- 
theran World Federation. 

In 1954, representatives of these 
churches will gather on the campus of 
Northwestern University at Evanston, 
Ill., Aug. 15-31, for the second as- 
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sembly of the World Council. The 
theme “Christ — The Hope of the 
World” will guide discussions. 


Lutherans have a great responsibil- 
ity within the ecumenical movement, 
Dr. Vilmos Vajta, director of the The- 
ology Department of the Lutheran 
World Federation, recently declared. 
“The coming years will demonstrate 
what we can do,” he said. “Luther- 
anism is not a sectarian group within 
Christianity, but has a responsibility to 
share its understanding of the gospel 
with the whole of Christendom.” 


WORSHIP 


Hymns 
“The Church’s One Foundation,” CSB 
198 
“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken,” 
CSB 197 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,” 
CSB 286 


Scripture 
John 10:16 
Ephesians 4:3-6 
Colossians 3:11 
Galatians 3:28 
Matthew 23:8 
Ephesians 2:18 
I Corinthians 12:26 
Acts 11:1-30 


QUESTIONS 

1. Have we, as Lutheran Christians, 
learned to understand other members of 
the Body of Christ better than before? 

2. Have Lutherans learned to be 
active witnesses of Christ and servants 
among our neighbors? 

8. What is our oneness in Christ, and 
our disunity as churches? 

4. What is the mission of the church 
to those outside her life? 

5. How can Christians make a more 
responsible contribution to modern so- 
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ciety in a world perspective? 


6. What is the Christian’s responsibi!- 
ity in international affairs, in the strug- 
gle for the world community as embodied 
in the United Nations? 


7. What should the church be doing 
in racial and ethnic tensions of our mod- 
ern world? 


SUGGESTIONS 


1. Arrange either to visit or study 
(or both) the worship practices of 
churches of other denominations in your 
community. Try to find similarities and 
to discover unity in Christ as Saviour. 


2. Write for further materials con- 
cerning the World Council of Churches, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 


PRAYER FOR THE ASSEMBLY 


Almighty God, from whom cometh 
every good and perfect gift, we pray for 
the health and power of thy church on 
earth. We confess that we have made 
it unworthy by our own unworthiness. 
We have failed to give ourselves only to 
thee, and have brought weakness upon 
the church. Renew in us a right mind, 
O Father, that there may be new life 
and power in thy church unto thy glory. 


We pray for those who prepare for the 
coming assembly of the World Council 
of Churches, that all that they do may 
be inspired by thy Spirit. May their 
thinking be courageous and true; may 
their plans work wholly to the good of 
thy church; may they serve with the 
devotion of a single mind stayed on thee 
alone. 


We ask thy blessing upon this under- 
taking, that thou wilt judge, correct, and 
redeem each part and step, that the 
whole may be a great sign unto men of 
the presence and coming of our Lord, 
even Jesus Christ. 


And now unto him be glory in the 
church, through Christ Jesus, world with- 
out end, Amen. 
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God's Billboard 


Learn to read eternal truths in church symbols 


By Loice Gouker 


STANDING joke in our fam- 
ily centers around a poster that 
has a plain IHS drawn on it. 


My daughter showed it to a friend 
and asked if she knew what it meant. 
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Without hesitation the friend replied 
boldly, “I hate school.” Unfortunately, 
she did! 

This symbol represented something 
for the friend, but not what it was 
intended to suggest. She should have 
known, of course, that IHS is the most 
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popular of all the sacred monograms. 
It is an abbreviation of IHCOYC, the 
Greek word meaning Jesus. The older 
form, and somewhat preferred, is 
IHC. Both THC and IHS are cor- 
rect and acceptable. 

But my daughter’s friend is not the 
only person who has given the mono- 
gram an incorrect meaning. Some mis- 
takenly say that it refers to an inci- 
dent in the life of Emperor Constan- 
tine. When he was going to battle 
against the pagan enemies he saw in 
the sky the sign of the cross and the 
letters THS. This spelled to him In 
Hoc Signo Vinces, “By this sign con- 
quer.” Others interpret its meaning 
as “Jesus Saviour of Men” and “T 
Have Suffered.” 


A kiss, a flag, a traffic light 

’ Symbols are important. The whole 
of life is made up of their use. The 
very words that you are now reading 
on this printed page are signs of the 
ideas that have run through the au- 
thor’s head. A handshake is a symbol. 
So is a lifted hat. (Gentlemen still do 
that, don’t they?) A kiss, a flag, a 
traffic light are all symbols. They re- 
mind you of someone, make you think 
of your native land, or indicate dan- 
ger. 

In the same manner, church sym- 
bols have behind them certain ideas 
and truths of faith to be suggested to 
all who behold them. 

Sometimes it is only through the 
use of symbols that great truths can 
be expressed. It is not surprising that 
in the early days of Christianity, when 
believers were struggling to express a 
wealth of new ideas and when they 
were being sorely persecuted, they 
resorted to signs to express the truths 


Forty-eight 


of the new faith. 

In that powerful movie of about a 
year ago, Quo Vadis, the young Ro- 
man soldier, Vinicius, had met the 
heroine, Lygia, who was a Christian. 
When he wanted to talk to her in 
the garden, she drew a picture of a 
fish on the ground and ran away. 

The soldier became insatiably cu- 
rious about the sign and finally dis- 
covered its meaning when told to take 
the first letter of each of the following 
Greek words: Iesous (Jesus), Christes . 
(Christ), Theou (of God), Oios 
(Son), Soater (Saviour). Put these 
first letters together and you have the 
Greek word Ichthus, meaning fish. 
Thus Lygia showed that she belonged 
to a new religion whose adherents 
worshiped Christ. 

The movie also recalled the ancient 
practice of drawing a fish on the wall 
of a certain house to tell the faithful 
that Holy Communion would be ad- 
ministered there that night. It was a 
sign of Christ and the Holy Sacra- 
ment, : 

Many modern Christians do not 
know the meaning of XP, another 
monogram. It is commonly used on 
paraments and elsewhere in church 
art and architecture. It consists of the 
Greek letters, Chi and Rho. XP is an 
abbreviation of XPISTOS, meaning 
Christ. Christ is the Greek Word for 
the Hebrew “Messiah.” 

It was the custom of the Greeks 
when writing an abbreviation to draw 
a line, or stroke, over it-just as we 


write Penna. with a period. When 
writing these symbols a favorite 
method was to decorate the stroke 


and make it into a crown; or to draw 
a verticle line through it, forming a 
cross. 
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One of the most common symbols 
of the Saviour is the Agnus Dei, or 
Lamb of God, taken from the state- 
ment of John the Baptist, “Behold the 
Lanib of God” (John 1:29). A lamb 
was the customary sacrifice offered in 
the Jewish temple for the sins of the 
people. Christ offered himself as the 
sin offering for mankind. The lamb 
usually carries a cross to commemo- 
rate the death of our Lord. A banner 
of victory is often attached to the 
cross. 


A hand and an eye 

Since we have begun with symbols 
representing Jesus, the Son of God, 
let’s also consider the other two per- 
sons of the Trinity, God the Father, 
and God the Holy Spirit. 

Your Greek lesson is over for we 
do not seem to have borrowed from 
the Greeks for symbols of God! God 
is a spirit and although he is infinitely 
greater than any sign could suggest, 
certain visible forms help us to be 
conscious of him and the various qual- 
ities of his nature. 

One of these symbols is called the 
Hand of God. The downward point- 
ing hand extends from a cloud of 
glory. The hand is encircled by a halo 


of light from which issue three rays, 
denoting divinity. The hand has long 
been the sign of the creative power of 
God. This symbol though wordless 
speaks continuously about a central 
fact—the creative power of God. 
When you know the meaning of the 
Hand of God you will be reminded ot 
this great fact every time your eyes 
fall upon the sign on one of God’s 
billboards. 

Another symbol representing God 
the Father is the All-Seeing Eye. It 
suggests the power of God to see and 
know everything that exists. This 
brings to mind the communion service 
in which we pray, “Almighty God, 
unto whom all hearts are open, all de- 
sires known, and from whom no se- 
crets are hid .. .” It should make a 
difference in your life if you live in 
the awareness of One who watches 
over and cares for you in this way. 

Symbols of the Holy Spirit are not 
as numerous. The Holy Spirit is God at 
work in the world, using the Word 
and Sacraments as means of bringing 
us into Christian faith. Does this give 
you an idea as to: where to look for 
such a sign? Yes, around the font and 
in the baptistry where the sacrament 
of baptism is administered. 
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Perhaps on the font top or a nearby 
window you will find a descending 
Dove, one of the oldest and_ best 
known symbols of the Holy Spirit. [ 
has reference to the Spirit descending 
in the form of the dove at Jesus’ bap- 
tism. 


Mystery of the shamrock 

So far we have considered the three 
persons of the Trinity individually, 
but conspicuous use is made of repre- 
sentations of the Holy Trinity collec- 
tively. Have a look around the in- 
terior of your own church. Are there 
triplicate windows, threefold arches, 
a three-part arrangement of the 
ground plan, three steps leading to 
the altar, a three-fold division of the 
reredos in back of the altar? 


The stained glass windows may use 
the triangle of the Holy Trinity, one 
of the oldest of the Trinity emblems. 
It’s sides are equal, its angels are 
equal, yet it combines to make one 
figure suggesting the three distinct 
persons and unity of the Triune God. 

Later in history, a circle, having 
no beginning and no ending, express- 
ing eternity was interwoven with the 
equilateral triangle in various ways to 
bear witness to the eternity of the 
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Trinity. Three triangles or three cir- 
cles interlaced and the trefoil are also 
familiar symbols of the Holy Trinity. 

You may be surprised to learn that 
in addition to the geometrical figures 
several growing things have come to 
be recognized as symbols of the, Holy 
Trinity. The loveliest is the lily. This 
flower is appropriate because its parts 
occur in threes, three petals, three 
sepals, etc. This symbol is used in 
the natural form and in the conven- 
tional, very graceful, fleur-de-lis. 

The shamrock is another natural 
form. It is a variety of white clover 
which grows so widely in Ireland that 
it is associated with St. Patrick and 
his work on that island. The story 
goes that the people asked him to give 
them proof that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit were all one God. At first 
St. Patrick was dismayed. How could 
he explain in words to the satisfaction 
of these pagans? His glance fell to 
the ground as he thought. At his feet 
was the answer. He stooped to pick 
the shamrock. His object lesson proved 
the point. His questioners could not 
answer whether he held one leaf of 
three equal lobes or three leaves on 
one stem. 

“If you cannot explain so simple a 
mystery as the shamrock,” he said, 
“how can you hope to understand one 
so profound as the Holy Trinity?” 

A fresh and rewarding insight into 
the Christian faith will be acquired if 
you learn to read God’s billboards of 
Christian - symbols: , These familiar 
signs tell a story that can be read 
at a glance. They are visible, signs of 
invisible things. 


YOU COULD DO THIS 
If your appetite has been whetted for 
more knowledge on this fascinating sub- 
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)ject, you will find the following books 
)of interest. é 

The Sign Language of Our Faith— 
Helen S. Griffith. 

Church Symbolism—F. R. Webber. 

Church Symbolism in the Evangelical 
Churches—Thomas A. Stafford. 


OR 


You could conduct your Luther League 
on a “Symbol Safari” to search out all 
of God’s billboards on the interior of 
your church. There may. be some on the 
outside too! To stimulate interest intro- 
duce the element of competition. Have 
two groups working to see which can 
find the greatest number of symbols—and 
know what they are! They must be 


bonafide! 


Using the above references a book of 
sketches with explanations could be com- 
piled. Perhaps copies could be mimeo- 
graphed and presented to the confirma- 
tion class. 


)OR 

A study of the biblical references for 
the symbols of the Holy Trinity would 
be. a rewarding enterprise. As you will 
see, there are a number that have not 
even been mentioned in this article. If 
you are working as a group these addi- 
tional symbols might be assigned to sev- 
eral persons for further research and re- 
ports. 

Here is a guide for this project. In- 
cluded are hymns from the Christian 
Youth Hymnal which depend upon or 
clearly reflect the scripture passage below 
which it is listed. 

As a climax to your study a very ef- 
fective worship service could be arranged. 
If you are so fortunate as to have an 
artist in your league, he might sketch the 
symbol as related hymns, scripture, and 
explanations are in progress. Otherwise 
a turn-over chart prepared in advance 
would serve adequately. Do you see the 
possibilities? 
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Again, here is the list for your guid- 
ance: 


Gop THE FATHER 
The Hand of God—Psalm 98:1; 18:25; 
Isaiah 48:13. 
The Creator's Star—Genesis 1:16. 
The All-Seeing Eye—Psalm 121:4. 


Gop THE SON 

The Good Shepherd or a Staff—John 
10:11. 

The Lamb (Agnus Dei)—Isaiah 53:7, 
John 1:29—O Jesus Crucified for Man. 

The Five Pointed Star — Numbers 
24:17; Revelation 5:12—Ten Thousand 
Times Ten Thousand. 

The Sun— Malachi 4:2—Sun of My 
Soul. 

The Sceptre and Kingly Crown—Num- 
bers 24:17; James 1:12; I Peter 5:4. 

The Vine—John 15:1. 

The Lion—Revelation 5:5. 

The Rock—I Corinthians 10:4. 

The Candlesticks—John 8:12—Father 
of Lights in Whom There is No Shadow, 
O Word of God Incarnate, Jesus Thou 
Joy of Loving Hearts, Light of the Word 
We Hail Thee. 

The Anchor—Hebrews 6:19. 

The Deer—John 10:9. 

The Eagle—Psalm 103:5. 


Gop THE HoLy Spmir 
The Dove—Matthew 3:16. 
The Tongue of Flame—Acts 2:3, 4. 
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Let your summer job tell you 


whether your abilities and interests agree 


Jack of Many Trades 


By H. Earl Schlotzhauver 


NTERESTS and abilities often 
run off in opposite directions. 


George, for instance, was in- 
~ terested in learning to do a new par- 
lor trick. He practiced for hours and 
hours and still his fingers got all tan- 
gled up. The trick required a dex- 
terity that he just did not have. 

Only because he was an unusually 
stubborn fellow did he finally learn to 
perform it with a sort of awkward suc- 
cess. Then he threw his book of di- 
rections away. He had had enough. 

His friend Bill, however, quickly 
mastered the particular trick that 
George had practiced. Then he added 
numerous similar ones to his reper- 
toire. He was gifted with agile fin- 
gers. 

E. K. Strong likens this relation be- 
tween abilities, interests, and achieve- 
ment to a boat with a motor and a 
rudder. 

The motor (abilities) determines 
how fast the boat can go. The rudder 
(interests) determines the direction of 
the boat. Achievement would then be 
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thought of as the distance traveled in 
a straight line in a given interval of 
time, resulting from the smooth opera- 
tion of the motor and the set of the 
rudder. 

This relation between interests and 
abilities are of tremendous importance 
in the choice of a life work. If a 
person is to avoid a job that frustrates 
him and leads to boredom and un- 
happiness, he must pay considerable 
attention to both his interests and his 
abilities. 


Psychologists investigate 

During the last half century psy- 
chologists have been trying to dis- 
cover as much about interests as they 
possibly can. Many researchers, work- 
ing independently, in many parts of 
the country, and using a variety of 
techniques, seem to agree generally 
on three things: 

1. Jobs can be grouped into voca- 
tional families. Certain jobs have 
many characteristics in common. 

2. People who do similar kinds of 
work frequently have similar inter- 
ests. This is true not only in their 


LUTHER LIFE 


work, but in their use of leisure time. 

3. Practically every human activ- 
ity can be associated with some in- 
terest. 

Dr. G. F. Kuder, a psychologist at 
Duke University, suggests 10 major 
interest areas into which most activi- 
ties fall. 

Perhaps one or more of these in- 
terest areas will appeal to you as a 
field in which you would like to ex- 
plore. Let’s look at them: 

1. Outdoor Interests. If you would 
rather be outdodrs than anywhere 
else, your interests might range any- 
where from herding cattle on a ranch 
to cutting the hedge in your back 
yard . . . from watching the stars to 
drilling for oil. 

2. Mechanical Interests. If you 
are “mechanically minded,” you like 
to work with. tools, to fix things. Then 
this is the field for you to explore. 
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3. Computational Interests. Do 
you like to work with numbers, keep 
books, do accounting work, love arith- 
metic? 

4. Scientific Interests. If you are 
more interested in finding the answer 
to the question “How?” than you are 
in the answer to Why?” your interests 
may be scientific. You will enjoy the 
study of biology, chemistry, physics, 
and related subjects. 

5. Persuasive Interests. If you en- 
joy meeting and working with people 
your interests fall into this category. 
You will like to sell, promote projects, 
plan group activities. 

6. Artistic Interests. If your main 
interests lie in creative activity of any 
kind you belong primarily ‘in this 
group. 

7. Musical Interests. If you are 
musically inclined you probably play 
a musical instrument or sing. You may 
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also enjoy reading about music and 
musicians, studying harmony and 
composition. 

8. Literary Interests. If you like 
to read and to write, your interests 
may be termed literary. You will prob- 
ably enjoy reading plays and poetry, 
studying the various types of literary 
expression. 

9. Social Service Interests. If you 
like to engage in any activity organ- 
ized with a view to helping other peo- 
ple you are interested in social service. 
You will probably enjoy nursing, 
working in a settlement house, teach- 
ing, working with the handicapped. 

10. Clerical Interests. If you like 


any kind of office work, keeping va- 


rious kinds of records, typing, spell- 
ing, writing letters, then your interests 
are strongly clerical. 


No “air tight” areas 

You have probably noticed that 
none of the above areas are “air tight” 
compartments. No doubt your inter- 
ests lie in more than one area. Indeed, 
there are almost endless combinations 
of these areas. 

For instance, if you have a strong 
outdoor interest and strong computa- 
tional interests, these might combine 
to give you an opportunity as a 
weather observer or an agricultural 
statistician. 

The important thing for you to de- 
cide is what area or combination of 
areas appeal most strongly to you. Se- 
lect the areas of your deepest interest 
and start to test that interest in order 
to discover your potential abilities. 

If you are still in school, remember 
that there are some courses that are 
elective. If you think you would like 
to be an engineer, test that interest by 
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trying a course in trigonometry. By | 
selecting courses of study related to — 


your interests you will soon discover 
whether or not your interests are real. 

One girl was interested in becoming 
« nurse. After taking some courses in 
practical nursing she discovered that 
she was only interested in the idea of 
being a nurse and not in nursing itself. 

In addition to the courses offered 
in school there are also many clubs 
and activity groups which you may 
use as a sounding board for your in- 
terests. 

If you are already out of school and 
working at’a job, you may use your 
leisure time for testing your interests 
and so add to the enrichment of your 
life. 

Today opportunities for adult edu- 
cation are greater than ever before. 
Almost every community has an art 
group, little theatre guild, garden 
club, stamp club, discussion groups of 
many kinds. The YMCA and YWCA 
sponsor a variety of interesting pro- 
grams. 

If you do not find a group related 
to your interests in your particular 
community, try to start one. If that 
fails, try the mails. There are many 
worthwhile correspondence — schools. 
Yes, today many isolated people are 
even playing chess and checker games 
by mail! Remember, where there is a 
will, there is bound to be a way. 

If you have not already decided 
upon a life work, ask yourself the 
question, “which. direction: should I be 
headed?” In answering this question 
take your interests into ‘consideration. 


Gan vitae willie 


In order,,for. you to predict the 
best possible adjustment to life it will 
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} be necessary for you to ask another 
) question, “How far can I go in this di- 
‘rection?” 

The answer to this question is to 
be found in your native ability, your 
talents. Naturally, the best direction 
for you is the one in which both your 
interests and your abilities may be 
used to best advantage. 

In answering the above two ques- 
tions you may well seek the help of 
your pastor, your teachers, your voca- 
tional guidance counsellor, various 
tvpes of interest tests. You can find 
out the pattern of your interests as 
you make ready to make that Big De- 
cision. 

But there is a third question that 
you and you alone must answer. It is 
this: “How far will I go?” That can 
only be answered in terms of will 
power, the depth of your perception 
of your goal, the strength of your de- 
termination to reach that desired goal. 

Sam Oliver wanted to be a sales- 
man. Unfortunately he had a rather 
bad speech defect. In fact, it took 
him almost a minute to pronounce his 
own name. In spite of his faulty 
equipment he succeeded. 

Lacking in his native ability of flu- 
ent speech, he prepared a very attrac- 
tive sales presentation through the use 
of a series of pictures, graphs, dia- 
grams, and neatly lettered cards. 
These helps told*his story in a new 
and effective way. 

Ben Hogan, you will recall, was 
critically injured in an accident sev- 
eral years ago. His -friends doubted 
that he would ever again be able to 
play a satisfactory game of golf. But 
they overlooked Ben’s will to achieve. 
It took time, effort, struggle, but to- 
day the name of Ben Hogan is again 
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synonymous with championship golf. 


THE KEY to your future is in the 
pattern of your interests. Discover 
them. Test them. Live in them and 
you will light up your life. 

As the star dust follows the comet, 
so will a sense of well being follow 
you in your life work. You will find 
satisfaction because it is interesting 
to you. 


QUESTIONS 


1. What are some advantages of be- 
ing “born” into a trade? Such as being 
prepared by your father to take over his 
business. What are some disadvantages? 

2. What is an interest? Do you think 
interests can be learned? 

8. What is the relationship between 
interest and ability? Which do you think 
is more important? 

4. Of the 10 “interest areas” men- 
tioned in the topic, which one seems 
most appealing to you? Why? Would 
you combine more than one area in mak- 
ing your choice of a vocation? Which 
ones and why? 

5. On the basis of your interests, 
what vocation would you choose? How 
could you best test your interests in this 
field? 

6. If a member of your group has 
ever taken an interest test in school, ask 
him to describe it as fully as possible. 


WORSHIP 


Hymn: “O Thou Whose Feet Have 
Climbed Life’s Hill” (PSH 143) 

Psalm 8 (read responsively ) 

Scripture: St. Matthew 6:19-25 

Prayer: Collect No. 35 PSH 

Presentation of the topic 

Offering 

Prayer No. 86 Christian Youth Hymnal 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: “Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy 
Blessing” (PSH 317) 
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Clatter e © e by conrad, jr. 


O YOU think it is proper to 
18, eat dinner at the home of a 

close friend, and then absent 
yourself from the premises without 
even so much as a “thank-you” for 
the meal? (The answer is so simple 
that your consulting of “Emily Post” 
will be unnecessary! ) 


Some readers of the “amen article’ 
that appeared as “Clatter” in the June 
issue of LurHer Lirr, have reminded 
us that many Lutherans are not on 
hand to sing the final “amen” for the 
most important worship service in a 
Christian’s life—The Service of the 
Holy Communion. They slip out of 
the church sometime between the re- 
ception of the Lord’s Supper and the 
closing service. 


These same readers have also won- 
dered if the young people of our Lu- 
theran congregations may not be in 
position to pave the way for a minor 
reformation in this matter. 


In most homes, Sunday dinner is 
“the meal of the week.” More 'strain 
and pain goes into the noon meal on 
the Lord’s Day than any of the 21 
eating-table offerings of the week. 
Generally, it is the largest, completest, 
tastiest, and lengthiest. 


Sunday school and church—espe- 
cially on Communion Sunday—seem to 
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leave the entire family in a hungry- 
as-a-pig condition. The cooker—who 
is mother nine times out of 10—feels 
that she must have it on the table in 
short order, if for no other reason 
than to eliminate the “oinks”—pig lan- 
guage for expressing hunger. 


Since youth are usually the hun- 
griest, and the quickest and the loud- 
est in expressing such a feeling, would 
it not be well for the young people to 
take the initiative and let it be known: 
“The Lord’s food is more important. 
We'll wait for Mom’s food—and give 
her plenty of time to get it ready.” 


In passing, it may be of interest to 
consider a ruling of the Roman Cath- 
olic church for Communion—the Mass. 
The New Baltimore Catechism and 
Mass states: “The law of the church 
obliges Roman Catholics to be present 
from the very beginning of the Mass 
to the very end of it. We are guilty 
of a venial sin if we miss a little part 
of the Mass. .. . If we miss a great 
part of it, we shall be guilty of a 
mortal sin.” 


Although the -Lutheran church 
hasn’t classified “absenteeism” from 
any part of the Holy Communion as 
a sin, nevertheless, it certainly frowns 
upon such a practice. And we can be 
sure that the Lord looks with much 
disfavor upon such “absenteeism.” 
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For our August party 
Mary Ann Derrick takes us back 


to the days of Robin Hood 


and makes us 


Knights of the Silver Whistle 


AVE you ever wanted to be 
Af wwe of Robin Hood’s com- 

panions and take a journey 
through Sherwood Forest? Well, here 
is your chance, IF you will use your 
imagination. First, you might like to 
brush up on your sharpshooting. 
Maybe we don’t have bows and ar- 
rows, but get out the dart board! 
Award a prize to the top SHaArp- 
SHOOTER. 

The days of Robin Hood were days 
of CHALLENGE. You won't need a 
horse or a lance. Can you chin or 
whistle through your fists or remove 
your glasses? Divide your gang into 
groups of eight or 10. One member 
of each group who can perform some 
unusual feat challenges the other 
groups: Each group sends a repre- 
sentative. The challenger performs 
and each of the representatives at- 
tempts to copy him. The first to do 
so wins the bout. If no one meets the 
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challenge, the challenger wins. Points 
may be kept and a prize given. 
(Other feats: Pop knuckles, walk on 
knees, wiggle ears, remove teeth 
plates, wiggle little toe only.) 

To be one of Robin’s men you must 
know your natural surroundings. Na- 
TURE Discovery or NATURE SCAVEN- 
ceER Hunr will help you become fa- 
miliar with your present day Sher- 
wood Forest. 


Nature discovery 

Players comb a radius of 20 feet 
to see what they can find—a bird nest 
(which is left where it is found), 
trees, flowers, weeds, feathers, rocks, 
etc. When the leader blows the whis- 
tle each player returns to show or re- 
port what he has discovered. 


Nature scavenger hunt 
This will be a much more interest- 
ing and profitable scavenger hunt than 
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the usual one. The players are re- 
quired to return with an oak leaf, a 
maple leaf, a bird feather, a devil’s 
walking stick, a grasshopper, a piece 
of mica, soapstones, a fern, a sassafras 
leaf, a pine cone, a sprig of penny- 
royal. Your particular location might 
add something else to the list. 


Animal antics 

You probably know that Robin used 
animal calls to communicate with his 
companions. Practice your abilities 
with AnrmAL Antics. Teams line up 
single file. The leader calls the name 
of an animal, bird, reptile, or insect 
that is to be imitated. Immediately 
the first player in each line imitates 
the motions of the animal for a dis- 
tance of three or four feet. Then he 
turns and imitates the cry or call of 
the animal, if any. The two players 
go to the foot of the line on each 
side and the next players are now 
ready for the next call. The following 
imitations are some suggested ones: 
Cow, kangaroo, elephant, duck, goose, 
dog, cat, frog, snake, eagle, bee, cater- 
pillar, horse, butterfly, and rabbit. 


Nature treasure hunt 

Now is your chance to see if you 
could carry out some of Robin Hood's 
directions. 

All of the directions require the 
identification of some specimen of 
nature. For instance, the first one, 
folded and placed in an envelope, 
reads: “Go to the big elm at the fork 
of the road.” Other directions that fol- 
low may be, “Stop at the first zinnia 
garden on the road,” “Find the white 
pine tree that has been topped,” 
“Walk along this road until you come 
to a buttercup patch,” and so on. You 
may have any number of different 
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groups, probably between five and 
cight in each group. Choose your own 
treasures to be found. 


Knights of silver whistle 

For those who have proven them- 
selves true companions, initiate them 
into the Order of Knight of the Silver 
Whistle. Several players, who do not 
know this game, are sent out of sight. 
They are recalled one at a time. On 
entering the room, the candidate is 
presented to the high commander of 
the Order of Knight of the Silver 
Whistle. The commander instructs the 
candidate as to réquirements. He ex- 
plains that certain conditions must be 
met in order for the candidate to 
prove he is worthy of the honor about 
to be bestowed upon him. The victim 
is blindfolded while one of the knights 
hides the insignia of the order, a sil- 
ver whistle. This the candidate must 
find. On finding it, he is received into 
full membership. 


When the candidate consents to be- 
ing blindfolded he is taken to the 
center of the room. The others crowd 
about him. While he is being blind- 
folded, the whistle, which is attached 
to a short piece of string, is fastened 
to the back of his coat. The string has 
a bent pin hook on one end. The 
whistle may be blown once or twice 
to give him an idea of which way to 
look. Then the bandage is removed 
and the hunt proceeds. At intervals, 
when his back it turned, players blow 
the whistle. The player turns swiftly, 
but then he hears it blow back of him 
again. This goes on until he discovers 
the hoax. Upon this discovery, he is 
made a full-fledged knight. Then an- 
other candidate is ushered into the 
circle. ' 
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By Eugene A. Hoeftman 


SMALL TOWN GIRL, (M-G-M) 

The playboy son (Farley Granger) 
of an indulgent, wealthy mother (Bil- 
lie Burke) runs afoul of the law in the 
small town of Duck Creek and is sen- 
tenced to 30 days for speeding. Jane 
Powell, the judge’s charming daugh- 
ter, is made a party to Farley’s noc- 
turnal visit to the big city to see his 
girl friend, dancing star Ann Miller, 
but in the escapade Farley and Jane 
fall in love themselves. 

Religion is emphasized as a small 
town virtue by the picture’s opening 
and closing in church, and by family 
table prayer. Bobby Van, as Jane’s 
boy friend, does a lot of energetic 
dancing, hoping for a Broadway ca- 
reer. Some singing by Jane, includ- 
ing two choir numbers. But the real 
charm of the picture lies in its gay 
youthfulness. Technicolor. Family. 


CONFIDENTIALLY CONNIE (M-G-M) 

A light comedy portraying a young 
married couple’s battle with the high 
cost of living, especially as it relates 
to meat on the dinner table. Van 
Johnson is a professor on a small col- 
lege campus, with Janet Leigh as his 
wife. Louis Calhern as Van’s father 
(and Texas cattle baron) comes to 
lure the young folks back'to the range, 
providing a human and humorous 
characterization that builds the pic- 
ture. Walter Slezak enacts the role 
of a butcher whose ambition is to be 
elected. president of the local associa- 
tion. A price war, inadvertently 
touched off by Calhern’s desire to 
help out the family budget, is good 
for laughs. Family. 


AUGUST, 1953 


Movie 
Reviews 
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IT HAPPENS EVERY THURSDAY 

(Universal-International) 

An entertaining comedy-drama 
which presents Loretta Young and 
John Forsythe as the purchasers of a 
run-down country newspaper sadly in 
need of increased circulation and some 
new life. The latter is provided by an 
early addition to their growing fam- 
ily, and circulation is promoted by 
various stunts culminating in a rain- 
making attempt, which backfires when 
the rain reaches flood proportions. 
The human interest and small town 
background make this an enjoyable 
companion feature for all the family. 


SEA DEVILS (RKO) 

An English spy (Yvonne De Carlo) 
shuttles back and forth across the 
channel in the fishing boat of Rock 
Hudson, her mission to get informa- 
tion as to the whereabouts of Napo- 
leon’s forces. Maxwell Reed is a rival 
smuggler who is also involved in the 
hazardous enterprise. Gerard Oury 
appears briefly as Napoleon. Filmed 
in Technicolor abroad to give au- 
thentic touch. Action is paced a bit 
on the slow side, but Yvonne is her 
usual, beautiful self and Rock, al- 
though in a state of bewilderment 
throughout most of the picture, is 
nonetheless a good man to have on 
your side. Jacques Brunius is the 
coldly efficient chief of police who 
penetrates Yvonne’s disguise and. 
brings on the exciting climax. Young 
adults and adults. : 


@ We must teach the youth of America that the world does not 
owe them a living; that nobody owes them anything for crops they 
don’t grow, or goods they don’t produce, or-work they won't do. 

—Ezra Taft Benson, Sec’y of Agriculture 


& men da Bi “ “ 
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PRIMER ON ROMAN CATHOLI- 
CISM FOR PROTESTANTS. By 
Stanley |. Stuber. New York: 


Association Press. $2.50. 276 

pages. 

If you are a Lutheran who has been 
reading in recent months, you know 
that the Lutheran churches of Amer- 
ica have produced a “four-star” film 
titled Martin Luther. It is now being 
shown in movie theaters. Later it will 
be shown in most of America’s Lu- 
theran churches. 

If you were catechized by a Lu- 
theran pastor, you were informed that 
Martin Luther was a Roman Catholic 
priest when he first ventured forth as 
the leader of the Protestant Reforma- 
‘tion. 

During the next couple years, Lu- 
therans will probably be asked more 
questions about their beliefs—and how 
they differ from those of Roman Cath- 
olics—than they have been asked in 
any two years since the Mublenbergs 
went to work for Lutheranism in the 
U. S. Will Lutherans, when asked, 
be able to answer correctly? That re- 
mains to be seen. 

Association Press has published a 

‘book “made to order” for days like 
these. It is titled: Primer on Roman 
Catholicism for Protestants. It ex- 
plains what Protestants should know 
about Roman Catholics and how Prot- 
estants .differ from Roman Catholics 
and WHY! 

It contains 23 chapters on such 
subjects as: Power of the Pope; the 

Vatican; Seven Sacraments; Heaven 


- AUGUST, 1953 
| 


 phagust Book of the Mouth 


and Hell; Purgatory and Indulgences; 
Veneration of Mary; Marriage, Di- 
vorce, and Birth, Control. 

Each chapter is divided into two 
parts: Part one presents the Roman 
Catholic stand or interpretation. Part 
two presents the Protestant stand or 
interpretation. 

When there is a “divided opinion” 
in the Protestant ranks, the author 
generally states the views as professed 
by the major denominations. 

Primer on Roman Catholicism for 
Protestants will make any Luther lea- 
guer a much better-informed Protes- 
tant on both Protestant and Roman 
Catholic teachings. 

—LeEsLiz Conran, JR. 


Jutercsting People 


THOMAS JEFFERSON. By Clara Jud- 
son. Chicago: Wilcox & Follett Co. 
224 pages. $3.50. 

When some of us think of America’s 
“Big Three,” we generally roll call 
them in this order: George Washing- 
ton, Abraham Lincoln and Thomas 
Jefferson. The author of this book has 
now produced a biography of each 
American just mentioned—this volume 
completing the trio. 

Thomas Jefferson is best known for 
his masterful composition: The Decla- 
ration of Independence. But he was 
also tops in other fields. He was a 
lawyer, architect, musician, inventor, 
botanist, farmer—just to name a few 
of his vocations. 

Even though this volume is aimed 
at the mid-teener, its message is for 
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anyone who is interested in the life of 
America. We were so much con- 
vinced of this fact that we tumed it 
over to a leading ULC layman for his 
reading and opinion and then to a 
league adviser for hers. 

The layman’s first comment was: 
“Every high school senior in America 
should be required to read this book.” 
The adviser called it an “excellent 
volume for any reader.” —L. C. 


MIRACLE IN THE HILLS. By Mary T. 
Martin Sloop, M.D., with LeGette 
Blythe. New York: McGraw-Hill. 232 
pages. $3.50. 

Few people realize the hardships of 
those who struggle to overcome super- 
stitions in the field of medicine that 
are clung to by mountaineers in re- 
mote sections of the South. Those 
hardships are brought to life in this 
heart-warming autobiography of a pio- 
neer heroine and her doctor husband. 

Dr. Mary Martin Sloop, founder 
and head of Crossnore School, is now 
80 years “young.” She is a native 
Virginian, but she was reared and 
educated at Davidson College in 
North Carolina where her father was 
a professor for many years. 
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In order to study, anatomy, Mary 
Martin had to complete her medical 
course in Philadelphia. She and Dr. 
Eustace Sloop were married at Plum- 
tree in the Blue Ridge Mountains of } 
North Carolina and traveled their | 
honeymoon trip on horseback to Blow- 
ing Rock. 

They began their work among 
mountain people in 1909. Saddle 
horses carried them into remote re- 
gions. Often they were rejected by 
the mountaineers. 

After a 40-year crusade Dr. Sloop 
and her husband, chip by chip, cut 
their way into the proud lives of these 
needy people. The two are still active 
in their profession among the moun- 
tain people, by whom they are greatly - 
loved. 

You'll be inspired by this book. And 
youll not be able to put it aside. 

—ADELAIDE R. CLINE 
Mt. Pleasant, N.C. 


Love aud Fearthreak 


LASSO YOUR HEART. By Betty Ca- 
vanna. Philadelphia: Westminster. 
1952. 184 pages. $.50. $2.50. 
Author Betty Cavanna is well ac- 

quainted with the likes and loves of 

teen-agers, their fears and heartbreaks. 

She introduces teen-agers as they are 

in everyday life. A young reader will 

find himself in many of the characters. 
The excellently written and fasci- 
nating story centers around Prudence 

Foster’s transition from a young girl — 

who had been raised on a ranch in~ 

Texas to that of a young woman 

thrown with the glitter of society in 


Pennsylvania. 


Prue attends the debut of her cousin 
Cissy and in those few days her en- 
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) tire life is changed. While Prue is at 
) Cissy’s home the tragic news arrives 
‘that Cissy’s brother-in-law has been 
killed in a plane crash. Cissy’s par- 
ents fly immediately to Cissy’s sister 
in Holland, and Cissy goes with Prue 
to the Texas ranch. 

Each girl is an influence on the 
other. Both of them have problems 
that seem unsolvable. But all are 
straightened out to the delight of the 
reader. —Jupy MILLER 
Victoria, Texas 


TAMAR. By Gladys Malvern. New 
York: Longmans. 1952. 211 pages. 
$2.50. 

Picture yourself as the daughter of 

the wise and wealthy ruler of the city 
of Capernaum. It is spring, and news 
of the man about whom John the Bap- 
tist prophesied is spreading like wild- 
fire. 
) This is the setting of the beautiful 
tale of Tamar, the very lovely but frail 
daughter of Jarius ben Asrum, the 
ruler. 

Through Jesus’ teachings and _ his 
great love for all mankind many 
changes take place in the lives of the 
people. The most beautiful example 
is the love and approaching marriage 
of Tamar and Julian, a Roman boy. 
Since Tamar is a Jewess and Julian a 

Gentile, this marriage previously 
would have been considered impos- 
sible. 

Tamar is a most enjoyable historical 
novel that holds one’s interest to the 
very end of the story. Combining both 
the idealistic and _ realistic, Gladys 
Malvern has created a lovely story of 
Christ from a different angle. 

—SHIRLEY WILES 

Morgantown, W. Va. 
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THE SHOUTING DUKE. By John Reese. 
Philadelphia: Westminster Press. 133 
pages. $2.00. 

The Shouting Duke is packed with 
wisdom. But fortunately, the wisdom 
is so cleverly presented that, instead 
of being weighty, it rollicks merrily 
from page to page. 

In the far distant mountain areas 
are seven duchies ruled by seven 
grand dukes—Bello, Mello, Foppo, 
Wizo, Sallo, Chinno, and Krab. Each 
has personal characteristics harmoni- 
ous with his name. Their escapades 
make the book laugh. 

Underneath the light narrative is 
good-natured satire, applicable to 


nearly every phase of existence. For 
example, the people of the kingdom 
are given the right to vote. But re- 
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sults are not as might be expected. 
“Now that they’ve got the right,” ex- 
plains the king, “only a few turn out. 
And it’s the ones who stay home that 
blame me for everything.” 


Whether you read The Shouting 
Duke for the satire, the wisdom, or 
the fanciful tale, you'll find it delight- 
ful-whether you are 12, 36, or 72. 

—MartTuHa LirpPparp 
Belmont, N. C. 
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ANTHEMS FOR THE YOUTH CHOIR. 
Edited by W. Lawrence Curry. Phila- 
delphia: Westminster Press. 62 
pages. One to four 90¢. Five or 
more, 75¢. 


Where are you going to find suit- 
able music with adequate texts for 
those teen-age voices? This probably 
is the most difficult problem that any 
director has. Much material has come 
from various publishers, but with little 
of it being useful. 


Anthems for the Youth Choir is the 
newest addition to Westminster's se- 
ries of graded anthem books. The 
present volume has been edited with 
the junior and senior high choir in 
mind. 


Material has been provided for the 
smaller choir that hasn’t developed its 
music reading ability as well as for the 
choir that can read well. There is a 
section of four-part harmony and a 
section of three-part harmony (so- 
prano, alto, and baritone). The last 
section will be useful for the begin- 
ning youth choir where there is always 
the problem of the boy’s changing 
voice. 
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Anthems for the various festivals of 
the church year have been provided 
as well as those for general use. Sev- 
eral calls to worship are given as well 


as two antiphons which alternate 
scripture passages with choral re- 
sponses. 


The section given for the speaking 
choir is possibly the most interesting 
part of the book. The two selections 
for choric speech are so arranged that 
anyone can make excellent use of 
them. Directions for division of light, 
dark, and solo voices are given. 

If you have a youth choir that en- 
joys working hard Anthems for the 
Youth Choir can be an effective addi- 
tion to your music library, 

—DEXTER WEIKEL 
South Williamsport, Pa. 


A HYMN IS BORN. By Clint Bonner. 
Chicago: Wilcox, Follett & Co. 105 
pages. $1.00. 

It is not everytime the “stately” or 
“proper” hymn that brings comfort to 
a soul that is disturbed by grief, sor- 
row, or sin. Nor is it always the hymn 
accompanied with proper rhythm and 
harmony that satisfies. 

It is rather the hymn or religious 
song that is written for the comfort 
and strength of the person who seeks 
the love of God through Christ Jesus. 
Most of the hymns selected by the 
author in A Hymn Is Born.are of this 
type. 

This volume presents brief histories 
of some of the well-known hymns. — 
Many of them were written by men — 
and women who. considered them- 
selves to be in special need of God’s 
love. 

—Mary HurrMan 

Salisbury, N: C. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE OF OHIO HOST COMMITTEE 


Chairman 
Tue REVEREND LAWRENCE T. RucH 


Welcoming and Transportation 


Tuer REVEREND JAMES R. BALpwin, and his congregations: 
Faith Lutheran Church, Oxford, Ohio 
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Darrtown, Ohio 


Decorations 
Proressor DeRwin W. Epwarps, Miami University 


Booths and Displays 
Epwarp Spenny, Lewisburg, Ohio 


Publicity 
Joun Sracy, New Springfield, Ohio 
f 
Registration, Credentials, Badges 
Tue REVEREND GreorcE M. BILLMAN 


Souvenirs 
Don Scott, Mansfield, Ohio 


Coketale Party (Reception) 
CHRISTINE JOHNSON Ray Srrrason Tue REVEREND JAMEs R. STULL 


Ex-Officio 
Tue REVEREND Ricuarp W. Powe tt, Synodical Youth Director 
Daviw Uutitery, LLO President 
ARLENE Fapran, LLO Treasurer 
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SUGGESTIONS TO DELEGATES AND VISITORS 


1. Here is your general daily schedule: 
7:30 Breakfast 
9:00- 9:15 Worship 
9:15-10:15 Business 
10:15-10:45 Doctrinal Presentation Speaker 
11:00-12:00 Discussion Groups 
12405 Lunch 
1:30- 2:30 Business 
2:45- 8:30 Workshops 
8:30- 5:30 Recreation 


6:00 Dinner 

7:30- 8:00 Worship Through Music 
8:00 Evening Program 

12:00 Curfew 


2. Mail for all conventioners will be received at Withrow Court. 


8. The meal tickets you have received are to be used in the dining room 
of the dormitory to which you have been assigned unless otherwise specified. 
Meal tickets are exchangeable between dining rooms (i.e. a Leaguer may 
exchange with another Leaguer his or her meal ticket just as long as it is for 
the same meal. In other words, a boy may eat in a girls’ dining room just as 
long as he is able to transact a proper ticket exchange with some young lady 
in the dormitory where he desires to eat. ) 


4. Doors to all dormitories will be locked at twelve o’clock midnight. 
You must be in your dormitory by that time. 


5. All announcements to be made must be presented in writing at the 
Registration Desk. 


6. This is your convention. Free and full participation by all delegates 
is desired. When an issue is before the Convention concerning a matter on 
which you wish to speak, do so. Speak distinctly and to the point. Use the 
-microphone at all times. 
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Monday, August Tenth 
Withrow Court 
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC—7:30 P. M. 
FIRST SESSION—8:00 P. M. 


THE REVEREND LeEsLIE Conran, Jr. -  Liturgist 
THE REVEREND JOHN M. Mancum- ~- _— Speaker 


Organ Prelude: “Prelude, Fugue, and Variation” .............. Cesar Franck 
The Service 

Hymn No. 4: “A Mighty Fortress” 

The Invocation 

The Confession of Sins 

The Introit 

The Gloria Patri 

The Kyrie and the Gloria in Excelsis 

The Collect 


The Epistle: Galatians 2:16-21 


SOLO me AMICIUILA sy erceart = a ERNE er chen ere Te hen oe LvaheenS eaeeae Hummel 
Mary FLORENCE VILLERET 

The Gospel: John 15:1-12 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Hymn No. 2: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast” 

TS Oni) OLS cit aeets chro ote pene cease Siena a ee The Reverend John M. Mangum 


Associate Secretary, 
The Luther League of America 


The Offertory: “In My Father's House Are Many Mansions” ....MacDermid 
The Prayer 4 

Hymn No. 1: “O Christians, Leagued Together” 

The Benediction 

Organ Postlude: “A Mighty Fortress” ................... Johann Pachelbel 


COKETALE PARTY 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE FIRST SESSION 
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OFFICE FOR THE OPENING OF THE CONVENTION 


Our help is in the name of the Lord : 

Who made heaven and earth. 

Our Lord Jesus said, The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an house- 
ye who went out early in the morning to hire laborers into his vine- 
yard : 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 

glorify your father who is in heaven. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me, the works that I do shall 
he do also : 

I must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day. 

One soweth and another reapeth, I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no 
labor; other men labored, and ye are entered into their labors : 

Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it. 

The Holy Apostle said, God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work : 

I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me. 

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering, and let us consider one 
another to provoke unto love and to good works : ° 

Bless the Lord, all His works in all places of His dominion: bless the Lord, 

O my soul. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost : 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
O God, the Father in heaven, who in Thy love dost receive the prayers of Thy chil- 

dren: Accept, bless, and prosper this work begun in Thy name : 

We beseech Thee to hear us, O Lord. 

. O God, the Son, Great Head of the Church, whose we are and whom we serve, who 
art ever present with us: Strengthen our faith, enkindle our love, establish 
our trust, and consecrate us in heart and life to Thy service : 

We beseech Thee to hear us, O Lord. 

O God, the Holy Ghost, of whose only gift it cometh that we do that which is holy 
and right: Instruct, guide, unite, and sanctify us in will and endeavor to the 
glory of God and the furtherance of Christ’s Kingdom : 

We beseech Thee to hear us, O Lord. 

(Then shall all unite in praying:) 

O Lord, without whom our labor is but lost but with whom those who trust in 
Thee are made meet for Thy service: Be present, we beseech Thee, to all works in 
Thy Church which are undertaken in Thy name according to Thy will, specially with 
this Convention; and grant to those who labor for Thee patient faith, holy purpose 
and loving constancy, that of Thy grace and not of our strength Thy work may be 
crowned with success and we may know the joy of serving Thee; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

THE PRAYER 


O God, our Heavenly Father, Who having begun a good work in us wilt perform 
it until the Day of Jesus Christ; Grant that our love may abound yet more and more 
in knowledge and in all judgment, so that we may approve things that are excellent, 
that we may be sincere and without offense till the Day of Christ, being filled with 
the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ unto Thy glory and praise. Amen. 


Then shall the President say: 


This Convention of The Luther League of America is now declared open. May 
the love of Christ constrain us in all our deliberations and actions; may the Holy Spirit 
direct and unite us in every holy purpose, may the Father bless and abide with 
us. Amen. 
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Tuesday, August Eleventh 
SECOND SESSION—9:00 A. M. 
Withrow Court 


9:00 A.M. Morning Worship 


9:15 A.M. Office for Opening Convention (Page 10) ..... President Cline 
Greetings 
Business 
Report of the President 
Report of the Recording Secretary (Executive Committee ) 
Report of the Nominating Committee 


10:15-10:45 A.M. Doctor Ruff: “The Hidden God” 


11:00-12:00 Noon Discussion Groups in Upham Hall 
Discussion Group Leaders 
The Reverend Ralph W. Bagger 
The Reverend George M. Bass 
The Reverend Arthur O. F. Bauer 
The Reverend Hugh E. Baumgartner 
The Reverend Alfred G. Belles 
Doctor David H. Bremer 
The Reverend Dale S. Bringman 
The Reverend David F. Conrad 
The Reverend Charles P. Cressman 
The Reverend Paul M. de Freese 
The Reverend Carl A. Driscoll 
The Reverend Joseph W. Frease 
Doctor Walter B. Freed 
The Reverend David R. Gerberding 
The Reverend Paul L, Graf 
The Reverend George F. Harkins 
The Reverend Ross F, Hidy 
The Reverend Lloyd E. Jacobsen 
The Reverend Franklin L. Jensen 
Doctor Henry V. Kahlenberg 
The Reverend Paul J. Kidd 
The Reverend Leonard R. Klemann 
The Reverend Richard C. Klick 
The Reverend Walter C. Koehler, Jr. 
The Reverend Robert W. Koons 
Doctor Helmut T. Lehmann 
The Reverend Celo V. Leitzel 
The Reverend Charles L. Masheck 
The Reverend Robert E. Neumeyer 
The Reverend John D. Newpher 
The Reverend Marcus F, Otterbein 
The Reverend Harold F. Park 
The Reverend Richard W. Powell 


PAGE ELEVEN 


Discussion Group Leaders—Continued ° 


12:15 P.M. 


1:30-2:30 P.M. 


2:45-3:30 P. M. 


Doctor Earl F. Rahn 

The Reverend Eric H. Reble 

The Reverend Lawrence M. Reese 
The Reverend Ralph L. Ritzen 

The Reverend James M. Singer 
Doctor Robert W. Stackel 

The Reverend William H. Swarbrick 
The Reverend Stafford L. Swing 
The Reverend Philip L. Wahlberg, Jr. 
The Reverend Clifton M. Weihe 
The Reverend George E. Whetstone 
Doctor Gustav K. Wiencke 

Sister Mildred Winter 

The Reverend Arthur E. M. Yeagy 
The Reverend Allen G. Youngblood 


Lunch 


Tuesday, August Eleventh 
THIRD SESSION—1:30 P. M. 


Business 
Report of the Education Committee 
Consideration of Proposed Constitution 


Workshops 
Workshops and Leaders 

A. Christian Citizenship 

1. Doctor Walter B. Freed 

2. The Reverend Arthur E. M. Yeagy 
B. Social Relations 

1. The Reverend Robert E. Neumeyer 

The Reverend Allen G. Youngblood 


2. The Reverend Hugh E. Baumgartner, Jr. 


The Reverend David F. Conrad 
C. Life Service Secretaries 
—The Reverend Eric H. Reble 
—Doctor Luther Dehnel 
D. Church Vocations 
—Doctor David H. Bremer 
—Sister Mildred Winter 
E. Service Projects F 
l. The Reverend Lawrence M. Reese 
2. The Reverend Ralph L. Ritzen 
Conducting a Youth Choir 
—The Reverend L. David Miller 
G. Evangelism 
1. The Reverend Clifton M. Weihe 
The Reverend Ralph W. Bagger 
2. The Reverend Philip L. Wahlberg, Jr. 
The Reverend James G. Amos 
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Workshops and Leaders—Continued 


H. Caravaners 
—The Reverend Leslie Conrad, Jr. 
J. Missionary Secretaries 
1. Mrs. G. Morris Smith 
Mr. Fred Shilling 
2. Miss Josephine Darmstaetter 
Miss Kay Sheriff 
J. Recreation and Group Song Leading 
—Miss Helen Nortemann 
K. Folk Games 
—Mr. Joe Wold 
—Mr. Mike Schon 
L: Topic Presentation for Seniors and Young People 
1. The Reverend Paul J. Kidd 
2. The Reverend Marcus F. Otterbein 
M. Topic Presentation for Intermediates 
1. Mr. Wendell Mathews 
Miss Ann Dufford 
2. The Reverend Charles L. Masheck 
Miss Eleanor Guderian 
O. Synodical Presidents 
—Mr. John Stacy 
Synodical Treasurers 
—Mr. Howard Turkheimer, Jr. 
—Mr. Chester A. Myrom 
—Mr. Robert W. Sanders 
—Miss Doris M. Bull 
R. Pastors 
1. The Reverend George F. Harkins 
2. The Reverend Harold F. Park 
S. Lay Advisers of Seniors and Young People 
1. The Reverend Stafford L. Swing 
2. The Reverend Raymond Tiemeyer 
T. Lay Advisers of Intermediates 
—Miss Mary Helen Smith 
W. Worship ‘ 
‘1. Mrs. Karl Weick 
2. Doctor Robert W. Stackel 
- X. Local League Presidents 
l. The Reverend William E. Kmet 
2. Miss Billie Grace Ungerer 
Y. Editors of Synodical Papers and 
Luther Life Correspondents 
—The Reverend John Mangum 
Z. Dramatics 
—Doctor Gustav K. Wiencke 


3:30-5:30 P. M. Recreation 


6:00 Dinner 
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9:00 A. M. 


9:15 A.M. 


Tuesday, August Eleventh 
Withrow Court 
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC—7:30 P. M. 
FOURTH SESSION—8:00 P. M. 


Panel: Youth Want a Christian Answer 


Wednesday, August Twelfth 
FIFTH SESSION—9:00 A. M. 
Withrow Court 


Morning Worship 
Business 


Report of Staff Secretaries 
Report of Treasurer 


10:15-10:45 A.M. Doctor Ruff: “Man in Revolt” 


11:00-12:00 Noon Discussion Groups in Upham Hall 


12:15 P.M. 


1:30-2:30 P.M. 


2:45-3:30 P.M. 
3:30-5:30 P. M. 


6:00 P.M. 


Lunch 


Wednesday, August Twelfth 
SIXTH SESSION—1:30 P. M. 


Withrow Court 


Business 

Report of the Missionary Committee 

Consideration of Proposed Constitution—Continued 
Workshops 


Recreation 


Dinner 
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Wednesday, August Twelfth 
Withrow Court 
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC—7:30 P. M. 
SEVENTH SESSION—8:00 P. M. 


Officiants: The Reverend John L. Yost, Jr. 
Doctor Earl S. Erb 
The Reverend Raymond Tiemeyer 


@rnoane Prelude Beneciclusiamcr yey coeeiyeir stator aeacle ried See oT Max Rege 
Hymn No. 9: “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow” 
The Service 

The Invocation 

The Confession of Sins 

The Introit 

The Gloria Patri 

The Kyrie and the Gloria in Excelsis 

The Collect 

The Epistle: I Corinthians 1:18-31 

The Gospel: St. Matthew 28:18-20 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Hymn No. 24: “In Christ There Is No East or West” 


SLO SCLIN ONY, Sinaesin eet teaasueh lot elle eel kare atc cuereeesne The Reverend John L. Yost, Jr. 
Staff Secretary, 
The Offertory The Board of Foreign Missions 


The Prayer 

Hymn No. 26: “Lord, Speak to Me” 
The Commissioning Service 

Hymn No. 2: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast” 


Benediction 
Organ Postlude: “The Heavens Declare the Glory of God” ........ Marcello 
Thursday, August Thirteenth 
Withrow Court 
s EIGHTH SESSION—9:00 A. M. 
9:00 A. M. @ Morning Worship 
9:15 A.M. Business 


Report of the Life Service Cominittee 
Report of the Treasurer—Continued 


10:15-10:45 A.M. Doctor Ruff: “The Rescue” 
11:00-12:00 Noon Discussion Groups 
12:15 P.M. Lunch 
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Thursday, August Thirteenth 
Withrow Court 


NINTH SESSION—1:30 P. M. 


1:30- 2:30 P.M. Business 
Report of the Intermediate Advisory Committee 
Consideration of Proposed Constitution—Continued 


2:45- 3:30 P.M. Workshops 
3:30- 5:30 P.M. Recreation 


6:00 P.M. Picnic 


Thursday, August Thirteenth 
Withrow Court 
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC—7:30 P. M. 
TENTH SESSION—8:00 P. M. 


Talent Festival 


Friday, August Fourteenth 
Withrow Court 

ELEVENTH SESSION—9:00 A. M. 
9:00 A. M. Morning Worship 
9:15_A. M. Business 

Report of Evangelism Committee 

Invitation(s) for the 1955 Biennial Convention 
10:15-10:45 A.M. Doctor Ruff: “New Life in Christ” 


11:00-12:00 Noon Discussion Groups 


MAS oS ad RAY Lunch 
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Friday, August Fourteenth 
Withrow Court 
TWELFTH SESSION—1:30 P. M. 
1:30- 2:30 P.M. Business 


Report of the Special Gifts Committee 

Report of the Credentials Committee 

Report of the Resolutions Committee 

Unfinished Business 

Office for the Closing of the Convention.—Page 18 


9:45- 3:30 P.M. Workshops 
8:30- 5:30 P.M. Recreation 
6:00 P.M. Dinner 


Friday, August Fourteenth 
Withrow Court 
WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC—7:30 P. M. 
THIRTEENTH SESSION—8:00 P. M. 


The Installation Service for the Executive Committee 


Tue REVEREND HAROLD F. PARK ........... Liturgist 
Docror FRANKLIN CLARK FRY ...........5. Speaker 
Organ Prelude: “Cathedral Prelude and HUG UC Bek, eon Cacaitel atic eySea Bach 


The Service 

Hymn No. 39: “Built on the Rock” 
The Invocation 

The Confession of Sins 

The Introit 

The Gloria Patri 

The Kyrie and the Gloria in Excelsis 
The Collect 

The Epistle 

Solo: GLior1A JOHNSON 

The Gospel 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Hymn No. 2: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast” 


AUS ES TNO ie cone ounce ME wn OO oo or uO ears clcoyaed Doctor Franklin Clark Fry 
President, 
The United Lutheran Church 
The Offertory in America 


Hymn No. 21: “A Charge to Keep” 

The Installation of the Executive Committee 

Hymn No. 1: “O Christians, Leagued Together” 

The Benediction 

Organ Postlude: “Now Thank We All Our God” ......... Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
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OFFICE FOR THE CLOSING OF THE CONVENTION 


Bless we the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost : 
We praise and magnify Him for ever. 


For Thy call to labor in Thy vineyard; for the opportunities and tasks set before us; 
for this fellowship together in Thy Name; for the inspiration received here 
to greater usefulness and endeavor : 


We give thanks and praise unto Thee, O God. 


Bestow Thy benediction upon our work, accept what we purpose in Thy Name, grant 
a blessed completion to this beginning : 


We beseech Thee to hear us, O Lord. 


Bestow Thy blessing upon our Society and each of its members, that we may ever 
be constant in our faith; unselfish in our love; consecrated in our will; loyal 
in every thought and action; zealous in Thy service; fruitful in good works : 


We beseech Thee to hear us, O Lord. 


That Thy Church, its ministry, its people, in all the world, may be faithful in wit- 
nessing and ever glorify Thee : 


We pray, grant Thy Holy Spirit. 


That this our Society may ever seek the interests of Thy Church : 
We beseech Thy gracious direction, O God. 


That those who have forsaken Thee may find Thee; those who deny and fight against 
Thee may love Thee; those who but half-heartedly serve Thee may give 
themselves wholly unto Thee, those who know Thee not may learn ‘Thy 
love; those whose hearts are heavy or sore beset may know Thy peace : 


We beseech Thee to hear us, O Lord. 


That each one of us, each in his place, may in body, soul, and spirit be wholly 
Thine : 


Grant us Thy blessing, Lord. 


Our Father, Who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


Lord and Master, Who dost accept even the giving of a cup of cold water in Thy 
Name: We thank Thee for the opportunities of service, and beseech Thee 
to keep us faithful in doing the little things well and the common daily 
things gladly, that, each one of us being found faithful in his own calling, 
though poor we may make many rich, and having nothing we may at last 
possess all things; Who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, One God, world without end. Amen. 


Bless we the Lord : 
Thanks be to God. 
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Venite Sxultemus 


O come, let us sing | unto . the | Lord? 

Let us make a joyful noise to the | Rock of | our sal- | vation. 
Let us come before His presence | with thanks- | giving: 

And make a joyful | noise . unto | Him with | psalms. 
For the Lord is a | great | God: 

And a great | King a- | bove all | gods. 
In His hand are the deep places | of the | earth: 

The strength of the | hills is | His 
The sea is His, 


also. 


and He | made it: 
And His hands | formed the | dry | land. 


O come, let us worship | and bow | down: 


Let us kneel before the | Lord our | Mak- | er. 
For He 

And we are the people of His pasture, and the | sheep of | His | hand. 
GLORY be to the Father, and | to the | Son: 

And | to the | Holy | Ghost; 


is our | God: 


As it was in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be: 


World | without | end, A- | men. 
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Couveutiou Aymus 


e | 
Luther League Rally Hymn 


O Christians! leagued together, 
To battle for the right, 

Arise and don your armor, 

Put the foe to flight. 

We've given our allegiance, 

To serve without surcease 

The mighty Lord of Armies 
And gentle Prince of Peace. 


REFRAIN 
All hail, our glorious Saviour! 
We march where Thou hast trod, 
To seek Thy House of Triumph, 
The city of our God. 


Then onward be the war-cry 
And onward still, so long 

As we have self to conquer, 
Souls to cheer with song. 

Let sound the martial music, 
Ring out the bugle call 

To rally for the conflict 

Our people one and all. 


We proudly bear as banner 

A cross within the heart, 

To show that we have chosen 
Christ, the better part. 

Then joy and peace and comfort 
Shall blossom as a rose, 

Until our earthly blessings 

The worth of heaven disclose. 
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"The Convention Hymn 


e 2 


Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Word 


Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word; 
Curb those who fain by craft or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Thy Son, 
And set at naught all He hath done. 


Lord Jesus Christ, Thy power make known, 
For Thou art Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Thy Christendom, that we 
May evermore sing praise to Thee. 


O Comforter, of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife, 
And lead us out of death to life. 
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Vutewnediate Rally Hymu 
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We are the youth, enlisted in His service, 
Striving to follow Jesus Christ, our King; 

He leads the way, aloft He holds the banner, 
Following on our battle cry we sing: 
“Marching with Jesus, onward we go, 

Under His banner we will conquer every foe.” 


Faith for our shield, undaunted we stand ready 

At His command go forth unfaltering; 

Strength comes each day, to cheer each faithful warrior 
Who fighting on, the battle cry we sing: 

“Marching with Jesus, onward we go, 

Under His banner we will conquer every foe.” 


Temptations strong beset our youthful army, 
The, evil one his darts doth round us fling; 
Strong in the Lord, we'll ever prove victorious, 
When for our battle cry we ever sing; 
“Marching with Jesus, onward we go, 

Under His banner we will conquer every foe.” 
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e4 
A Mighty Fortress 


A mighty Fortress is our God, 
A trusty Shield and Weapon; 

He helps us free from evry need 
That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old bitter foe 

Means us deadly woe; 

Deep guile and great might 

Are his dread arms in fight: 

On earth is not his equal. 


With might of ours can naught be done, 
Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the Valiant One 

Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, 

Of Sabaoth Lord, 

And there’s none other God; 

He holds the field for ever. 


The Word they still shall let remain, 
Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain 
With His good gifts and Spirit. 
Take they then our life, 

Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

When their worst is done, 

They yet have nothing won: 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
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e5 
Beautiful Saviour 


Beautiful Saviour! 

King of Creation! 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I'd love Thee, 

Truly I'd serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown. 


Fair are the meadows, 

Fair are the woodlands. 

Robed in flowers of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, 

Jesus is purer; 

He makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 


Fair is the sunshine, 

Fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, 

Jesus shines purer, 

Than all the angels in the sky. 


Beautiful Saviour! 

Lord of the nations! 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, 

Praise, adoration, 

Now and for evermore be Thine! 


@ 6 

Now the Day Is Over 
Now the day is over, 
Night is drawing nigh, 
Shadows of the evening 
Steal across the sky. 


Through the long night-watches 
May Thine angels spread 

Their white wings above me, 
Watching round my bed. 


When the morning wakens, 
Then may I arise 

Pure and fresh and sinless 
In Thy holy eyes. 


Glory to the Father, 
Glory to the Son, 

And to Thee, blest Spirit, 
Whilst all ages run. 


e7 


Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 


Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
Forgive our feverish ways; 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
In purer lives Thy service find, 

In deeper reverence, praise. 


In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
Beside the Syrian sea, 

The gracious calling of the Lord, 

Let us, like them, without a word, 
Rise up and follow Thee. 


Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 

Till all our strivings cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of Thy peace. 


Breathe through the heats of our desire, 

Thy coolness and Thy balm; 

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still small voice of calm! 


e 8 

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart 
Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 
Your festal banner wave on high; 
The cross of Christ your King. 


CxHorus 
Rejoice, rejoice, 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing. 


Bright youth and snow crowned age, 
Strong men and maidens meek, 
Raise high your free, exulting song: 
God’s wondrous praises speak. 


Yes, on thro’ life’s long path, 

Still chanting as ye go; 

From youth to age, by day and night, 
In gladness and in woe. 


Still lift your standard high, 

Still march in firm array, 

As warriors thro’ the darkness toil, 
Till dawns the golden day. 
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e9 
Through the Night of Doubt 


Through the night of doubt and sorrow 
Onward goes the pilgrim band, 
Singing songs of expectation, 
Marching to the promised land. 

Clear before us through the darkness 
Gleams and burns the guiding light; 
Brother clasps the hand of brother, 
Stepping fearless through the night. 


One the light of God’s own presence, 
O’er His ransomed people shed, 
Chasing far the gloom and terror, 
Brightening all the path we tread; 
One the object of our journey, 

One the faith which never tires, 
One the earnest looking forward, 
One the hope our God inspires; 


-One the strain that lips of thousands 
Lift as from the heart of one; 

One the conflict, one the peril, 

One the march in God begun; 

One the gladness of rejoicing 

On the far eternal shore, 

Where the one Almighty Father 
Reigns in love for evermore. 


Onward, therefore, pilgrim brothers, 
Onward, with the Cross our aid! 

Bear its shame, and fight its battle, 
Till we rest beneath its shade! 

Soon shall come the great awakening, 
Soon the rending of the tomb; 

Then the scattering of all shadows, 
And the end of toil and gloom. 


e 10 


Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is 
thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, 
Now to His temple draw near; 
Praise Him in glad adoration. 


Praise to the Lord! Who o’er all 
things so wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under His wings, yea, 
so gently sustaineth; 

Hast thou not seen 

How thy desires e’er have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 


Praise to the Lord! Who doth prosper 
thy work and defend thee; 

Surely His goodness and mercy here 
daily attend thee. 

Ponder anew 

What the Almighty can do, 

If with His love He befriend thee! 


Praise to the Lord! O let all that is 
in me adore Him! 

All that hath life and breath, come 
now with praises before Him! 

Let the Amen 

Sound from His people again; 

Gladly for aye we adore Him. 


ell 
Now Thank We All Our God 
Now thank we all our God 
With heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, 
In Whom His world rejoices; 
Who, from our mother’s arms, 
Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 
And still is ours today. 


O may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts 

And blessed peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in His grace, 
And guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills, 

In this world and the next. 


All praise and thanks to God 
The Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him Who reigns 
With Them in highest heaven: 
The One Eternal God 

Whom earth and heaven adore; 
For thus it was, is now, 

And shall be evermore. 
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e 12 
The Church’s One Foundation 


The Church’s one foundation 

Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is His new creation 

By water and the Word; 

From heaven He came and sought her 
To be His holy Bride, 

With His own Blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 


Elect from evry nation, 

Yet one oer all the earth, 

Her charter of salvation 

One Lord, one Faith, one Birth; 
One holy Name she blesses, 
Partakes one holy Food, 

And to one hope she presses, 
With evry grace endued. 


Though, with a scornful wonder, 
Men see her sore oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, 

By heresies distressed; 

Yet saints their watch are keeping, 
Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song. 


Mid toil and tribulation, 

And tumult of her war, 

She waits the consummation 
Of peace for evermore; 

Till, with the vision glorious, 
Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious 
Shall be the Church at rest. 


e 13 

Once to Every Man and Nation 
Once to every man and nation 
Comes the moment to decide, 
In the strife of truth with falsehood, 
For the good or evil side; 
Some great cause, God’s new Messiah, 
Offering each the bloom or blight, 
And the choice goes by forever 
’Twixt that darkness and that light. 


Then to side with truth is noble, 
When we share her wretched crust, 
Ere her cause bring fame and profit, 
And ’tis prosperous to be just; 
Then it is the brave man chooses 
While the coward stands aside, 

Till the multitude make virtue 

Of the faith they had denied. 


By the light of burning martyrs 
Christ, Thy bleeding feet we track, 
Toiling up new Calvaries ever 

With the cross that turns not back; 
New occasions teach new duties, 
Time makes ancient good uncouth; 
They must upward still and onward, 
Who would keep abreast of truth. 


Though the cause of evil prosper, 
Yet ’tis truth alone is strong: 
Though her portion be the scaffold, 
And upon the throne be wrong. 
Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
And behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow 
Keeping watch above His own. 


e@ 14 

Softly Now the Light of Day 
Softly now the light of day 
Fades upon my sight away; 
Free from care, from labor free, 
Lord, I would commune with Thee! 


Thou, Whose all-pervading eye 
Naught escapes, without, within, 
Pardon each infirmity, 

Open fault, and secret sin. 


Soon for me the light of day 

Shall for ever pass away; 

Then, from sin and sorrow free, 
Take me, Lord, to dwell with Thee. 


Thou Who, sinless, yet hast known 
All of man’s infirmity, 

Then, from Thine eternal throne, 
Jesus, look with pitying eye. 
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@15 God Bless Our Native 


God bless our native land! 

Firm may she ever stand 
Through storm and night; 

When the wild tempests rave, 

Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do Thou our country save 
By Thy great might! 


For her our prayers shall rise 
To God above the skies; 
On Him we wait. 
Thou Who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To Thee aloud we cry, 
God save the State! 


@16 = Christian, Dost Thou See 


Christian, dost thou see them 
On the holy ground, 

How the hosts of darkness 
_Compass thee around? 
Christian, up and smite them, 
Counting gain but loss; 
Smite them by the merit 

Of the holy Cross, 


Christian, dost thou feel them, 
How they work within, 
Striving, tempting, luring, 
Goading into sin? 

Christian, never tremble; 
Never be down-cast; 

Gird thee for the battle, 

Watch and pray and fast. 


Christian, dost thou hear them, 
How they speak thee fair: 
“Always fast and vigil? 
Always watch and prayer?” 
Christian, answer boldly, 
“While I breathe, I pray.” 
Peace shall follow battle, 
Night shall end in day. 


Hear the words of Jesus: 

“O My servant true, 

Thou art very weary,— , 
I was weary too; 

But that toil shall make thee 
Some day all Mine own, 

And the end of sorrow 

Shall be near My throne.” 


@ 17 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Gates 


Lift up your heads, ye gates of brass, 

Ye bars of iron, yield, 

And let the King of Glory pass; 

The Cross is in the field; 

That banner, brighter than the star 

That leads the train of night, 

Shines on their march, and guides from far 
His servants to the fight. 


A holy war those servants wage; 

In that mysterious strife, 

The powers of heaven and hell engage 
For more than death or life. 

Ye armies of the living God, 

Ye warriors of Christ’s host, 

Where hallowed footstep never trod 
Take your appointed post. 


Though few and small and weak your hands, 


Strong in your Captain’s strength, 
Go to the conquest of all lands; 
All must be His at length. 
Uplifted are the gates of brass, 
The bars of iron yield: 

Behold the King of Glory pass; 
The Cross hath won the field. 


e 18 
Come, Holy Ghost 


Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire 
And lighten with celestial fire; 

Thou the anointing Spirit art 

Who dost Thy seven-fold gifts impart. 


Thy blessed unction from above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 

The dullness of our blinded sight. 


Anoint our heart and cheer our face 
With the abundance of Thy grace. 
Keep far our foes; give peace at home; 
Where Thou art Guide, no ill can come. 


Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And Thee, of Both, to be but One; 
That through the ages all along 
Thy praise may be our endless song! 


Praise to Thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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@19 Crown Him With Many Crowns 


Crown Him with many crowns, 

The Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
All music but its own! 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

Of Him Who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy chosen King 
Through all eternity. 


Crown Him the Son of God 

Before the worlds began; 

And ye, who tread where He hath trod, 
Crown Him the Son of Man, 

Who evry grief hath known 

That wrings the human breast, 

And takes and bears them for His own 
That all in Him may rest. 


Crown Him the Lord of life, 
Who triumphed o’er the grave, 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those He came to save; 
His glories now we sing, 

Who died, and rose on high, 
Who died, eternal life to bring, 
And lives, that death may die. 


Crown Him the Lord of heaven, 
Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown Him the King to Whom is given 
The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns 

As thrones before Him fall, 

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 
For He is King of all. 


e 20 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep 


Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
And with fear and trembling stand, 
Ponder nothing earthly minded, 
For with blessings in His hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand, 


King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
As of old on earth He stood; 
Lord of lords, in human vesture— 
In the Body and the Blood— 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heavenly food. 


@ 21 A Charge To Keep 
A charge to keep I have, 
A God to glorify 


A never dying soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky: 


To serve the present age, 
My calling to fulfill; 

O, may it all my powers engage 
To do my Master’s will; 


Arm me with jealous care, 
As in Thy sight to live; 


And O, thy servant, Lord, prepare 


A strict account to give. 


Help me to watch and pray, 
And on Thyself rely, 
Assured, if I my trust betray, 
I shall forever die. 


@ 22 


When Morning Gilds the Skies 


When morning gilds the skies, 
My heart, awaking, cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 
When evening shadows fall, 
This rings my curfew call: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 


No lovelier antiphon 

In all high heaven is known 
Than: Jesus Christ be praised. 
There to th’ Eternal Word 
Th’ eternal psalm is heard: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 


Ye nations of mankind, 

In this your concord find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 
Let all the earth around 
Ring joyous with the sound: 
May Jesus Christ be praised. 


Sing, suns and stars of space, 
Sing, ye that see His face, 
Sing: Jesus Christ be praised. 
God’s whole creation o’er, 
For aye and evermore 

Shall Jesus Christ be praised. 
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e@ 23 


He Leadeth Me 


He leadeth me: O blessed thought! 

O words with heavenly comfort fraught! 
Whate’er I do, where’er I be, 

Still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 


REFRAIN: 


He leadeth me, He leadeth me! 

By His own hand He leadeth me; 
His faithful follower I would be, 
For by His hand He leadeth me. 


Sometimes ‘mid scenes of deepest gloom, 
Sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom, 
By waters calm, o’er troubled. sea,— 
Still *tis His hand that leadeth me. 


Lord, I would clasp Thy hand in mine, 
Nor ever murmur nor repine; 
Content, whatever lot I see, 
Since "tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 


And when my task on earth is done, 

When, by Thy grace the vict’ry’s won, 
E’en death’s cold wave I will not flee, 
Since God thro’ Jordan leadeth me. 


@ 24 
In Christ There Is No East Or West 


In Christ there is no East or West, 
In Him no South or North, 

But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 


In Him shall true hearts everywhere 
Their high communion find; 

His service is the golden cord 
Close-binding all mankind. 


Join hands then, brothers of the faith, 
Whate’er your race may be, 

Who serves my Father as a son 

Is surely kin to me. 


In Christ now meet both East and West, 
In Him meet South and North; 

All Christly souls are one in him, 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 


@ 25 
O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee 


O Master, let me walk with Thee 
In lowly paths of service free; 
Tell me Thy secret; help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 


Help me the slow of heart to move 
By some clear winning word of love; 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
And guide them in the homeward way. 


Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee 
In closer, dearer company, 

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
In trust that triumphs over wrong; 


In hope that sends a’ shining ray 

Far down the future’s broad’ning way; 
In peace that only Thou canst give, 
With Thee, O Master, let me live. 


@ 26 

Lord, Speak to Me 
Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
In living echoes of Thy tone; 
As Thou hast sought, so let me seek 
Thy erring children lost and lone. 


O strengthen me, that, while I stand 
Firm on the Rock, and strong in Thee, 
I may stretch out a loving hand 

To wrestlers with the troubled sea. 


O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 

The precious things Thou dost impart; 
And wing my words, that they may reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart. 


O fill me with Thy fulness, Lord, 
Until my very heart o’erflow 

In kindling thought and glowing word, 
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show. 


O use me, Lord, use even me, 

Just as Thou wilt, and when, and where; 
Until Thy blessed face I see, 

Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share. 
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@ 27 

Jesus, My Lord, My God, My All 
Jesus, my Lord, my God, my All, 
Hear me, blest Saviour, when I call! 
Hear me, and from Thy dwelling-place 
Pour down the riches of Thy grace. 
Jesus, my Lord, I Thee adore, 
O make me love Thee more and more. 


Jesus, too late I Thee have sought; 
How can I love Thee as I ought? 
And how extol Thy matchless fame, 
The glorious beauty of Thy Name? 
Jesus, my Lord, I Thee adore, 

O make me love Thee more and more. 


Jesus, what didst Thou find in me, 

That Thou hast dealt so lovingly? 
How great the joy that Thou hast brought, 
So far exceeding hope or thought! 

Jesus, my Lord, I Thee adore, 

O make me love Thee more and more. 


Jesus, of Thee shall be my song, 

To Thee my heart and soul belong; 

All that I have or am is Thine, 

And Thou, blest Saviour, Thou art mine. 
Jesus, my Lord, I Thee adore, 

O make me love Thee more and more. 


e 28 
God Is Love, His Mercy Brightens 


God is Love: His mercy brightens 

All the path in which we rove; 

Bliss He wakes, and woes He lightens; 
God is Wisdom, God is Love. 


Time and change are busy: ever; 
Man decays, and ages move; 
But His mercy waneth never; 
God is Wisdom, God is Love. 


E’en the hour that darkest seemeth 
Will His changeless goodness prove; 
From the gloom His brightness streameth; 
God is Wisdom, God is Love. 


He with earthly cares entwineth 
Hope and comfort from above; 
Everywhere His glory shineth; 
God is Wisdom, God is Love. 


e@ 29 


Day Is Dying in the West 
Day is dying in the west; 
Heaven is touching earth with rest; 
Wait and worship while the night 
Sets her evening lamps alight 
Thro’ all the sky. 


CHorus 


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts! 
Heaven and earth are full of Thee, 
Heaven and earth are praising Thee, 
O Lord most high! 


Lord of life, beneath the dome 
Of the universe, Thy home, 
Gather us who seek Thy face 
To the fold of Thy embrace, 
For Thou art nigh. 


While the deep’ning shadows fall, 
Heart of love, enfolding all, 
Thro’ the glory and the grace 

Of the stars that veil Thy face, 
Our hearts ascend. 


When forever from our sight 

Pass the stars, the day, the night, 
Lord of angels, on our eyes 

Let eternal morning rise, 

And shadows end. 


e 30 
O Lord, Be With Us 


O Lord, be with us when we sail 
Upon the lonely deep, 

Our Guard when on the silent deck 
The midnight watch we keep. 


Across this troubled tide of life 
Thyself our Pilot be, 

Until we reach that better land, 
The land that knows no sea. 


To Thee the Father, Thee the Son, 
Whom earth and sky adore, 

And Spirit moving on the deep, 

Be praise for evermore. 
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e 31 
If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee 


If thou but suffer God to guide thee, 

And hope in Him through all thy ways, 

He'll give thee strength, whate’er betide thee, 
And bear thee through the evil days; 

Who trusts in God’s unchanging love 

Builds on the rock that naught can move. 


What can these anxious cares avail thee, 
These never-ceasing moans and sighs? 
What can it help, if thou bewail thee 
O’er each dark moment as it flies? 

Our cross and trials do but press 

The heavier for our bitterness. 


All are alike before the Highest; 

Tis easy to our God, we know, 

To raise thee up though low thou liest, 
To make the rich man poor and low; 
True wonders still by Him are wrought 
Who setteth up and brings to naught. 


Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, 
So do thine own part faithfully, 

And trust His Word;—though undeserving, 
Thou yet shalt find it true for thee; 

God never yet forsook at need 

The soul that trusted Him indeed. 


e@ 32 
Now Rest Beneath Night’s Shadow 


Now rest beneath night’s shadow 
The woodland, field and meadow, 
The world in slumber lies; 

But thou, my heart, awake thee, 
To prayer and song be-take thee, 
Let praise to thy Creator rise. 


Lord Jesus, Who dost love me, 

O spread Thy wings above me, 

And shield me from alarm! 

Though Satan would devour me, 

Let angel-guards sing o’er me: 

This child of God shall meet no harm. 


My loved ones, rest securely, 

For God this night will surely 

From perils guard your heads; 

Sweet ‘slumbers may He send you, 

And bid His hosts attend you, 

And through the night watch o’er your beds. 


e 33 
Have Thine Own Way, Lord 


Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way! 

Thou art the Potter; 

I am the clay, 
Mould me and make me 
After Thy will, 

While I am waiting, 

Yielded and still. 


Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way! 
Search me and try me, 
Master, today! 

Whiter than snow, Lord, 
Wash me just now, 

As in Thy presence, 
Humbly I bow. 


Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way! 
Wounded and weary, 

Help me, I pray! 

Power, all power 

Surely is Thine! 

Touch me and heal me, 
Saviour divine! 


-@ 34 


Hasten, Lord, the Glorious Time 


Hasten, Lord, the glorious time, 
When beneath Messiah’s sway, 
Evry nation, evry clime 
Shall the gospel call obey. 


Mightiest kings His power shall own, 
Heathen tribes His Name adore; 
Satan and his host, o’erthrown, 
Bound in chains, shall hurt no more. 


Then shall war and tumults cease, 
Then be banished grief and pain; 
Righteousness and joy and peace 

Undisturbed shall ever reign. 


Bless we, then, our gracious Lord; 
Ever praise His glorious Name; 
All His mighty acts record; 

All His wondrous love proclaim. 
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Faith of Our Fathers 


Faith of our fathers, living still 

In spite of dungeon, fire and sword, 
O how our hearts beat high with joy, 
Whene’er we hear that glorious word! 


REFRAIN: 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 


Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, 
Were still in heart and conscience free, 
And blest would be their children’s fate, 


Though. they, like them, should die for thee: 


Faith of our fathers we will strive 

To win all nations unto thee; 

And through the truth that comes from God, 
Mankind shall then indeed be free. 


Faith of our fathers, we will love 

Both friend and foe in all our strife, 
And preach thee, too, as love knows how, 
By kindly words and virtuous life. 


@ 36 
Christ, Thou Art the Sure Foundation 


Christ, Thou art the sure Foundation, 
Thou the Head and Corner-stone; 
Chosen of the Lord, and precious, 
Binding all the Church in one; 

Thou Thy Zion’s help for ever, 

And her confidence alone. 


To this temple, where we call Thee, 
Come, O Lord of Hosts, to-day! 
With Thy wonted loving-kindness 
Hear Thy people as they pray; 

And Thy fullest benediction 

Shed within its walls alway. 


Here vouchsafe to all Thy servants 
What they ask of Thee to gain, 
What they gain from Thee for ever 
With the blessed to retain, 

And hereafter in Thy glory 
Evermore with Thee to reign. 


@ 37 


Rise Uo, O Men of God ! 
Rise up, O men of God! 
Have done with lesser things; 
Give heart and soul and mind 
and strength 
To serve the King of kings. 


Rise up, O men of God! 

His Kingdom tarries long: 
Bring in the day of brotherhood 
And end the night of wrong. 


Rise up, O men of God! 

The Church for you doth wait, 
Her strength unequal to her task: 
Rise up, and make her great! 


Lift high the cross of Christ! 
Tread where His feet have trod: 
As brothers of the Son of Man, 
Rise up, O men of God! 


e 38 


For the Beauty of the Earth 


For the beauty of the earth, 

For the beauty of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies, 

Christ, our God, to Thee we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise. 


For the beauty of each hour 

Of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower 
Sun and moon and stars of light, 
Christ, our God, to Thee we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise. 


For the joy of ear and eye, 

For the heart and mind’s delight, 
For the mystic harmony 

Linking sense to sound and sight, 
Christ, our God, to Thee we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise. 


For Thyself, best Gift divine! 

To our race so freely given, 

For that great, great love of Thine, 
Peace on earth and joy in heaven, 
Christ, our God, to Thee we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise. 
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e@ 39 
Built on The Rock 


Built on the Rock the Church doth stand, 
Even when steeples are falling; 

Crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 

Bells still are chiming and calling; 

Calling the young and old to rest, 

But above all the soul distrest, 

Longing for rest everlasting. 


Surely in temples made with hands, 
God, the Most High, is not dwelling, 
High above earth His temple stands, 
All earthly temples excelling; 

Yet He whom heav’ns cannot contain 
Chose to abide on earth with men, 
Built in our bodies His temple. 


We are God’s house of living stones, 
Builded for His habitation; 

He thro’ baptismal grace us owns, 
Heirs of His wondrous salvation; 
-Were we but two His Name to tell, 
Yet He would deign with us to dwell, 
With all His grace and favor. 
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All Creatures of Our God and King! 


All creatures of our God and King, 

Lift up your voice and with us sing 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam, 

Thou silver moon with silver gleam, 
O praise Him, O praise Him, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 


Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 

Make music for thy Lord to hear 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Thou fire so masterful and bright, 

That givest man both warmth and light, 
O praise Him, O praise Him, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 


Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship Him in humbleness, 
O praise Him, Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One. 
O praise Him, O praise Him, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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Lead On, O King Eternal 


Lead on, O King Eternal, 

The day of march has come; 
Henceforth in fields of conquest 
Thy tents shall be our home: 
Through days of preparation 
Thy grace has made us strong, 
And now, O King Eternal, 

We lift our battle song. 


Lead on, O King Eternal, 

Till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 
And holiness shall whisper 

The sweet Amen of peace; 

For not with swords’ loud clashing, 
Nor roll of stirring drums, 

With deeds of love and mercy, 
The heavenly Kingdom comes. 


Lead on, O King Eternal, 

We follow, not with fears, 

For gladness breaks like morning 
Where’er Thy face appears: 
Thy cross is lifted o’er us; 

We journey in its light; 

The crown awaits the conquest; 
Lead on, O God of might. 


e@ 42 
In Heaven Above 


In heav’n above, in heav’n above, 
Where God, our Father, dwells; 
How boundless there the blessedness! 
No tongue its greatness tells; 

There face to face, and full and free, 
Forever, evermore we see— 

Our -God, the Lord of hosts! 


In heav’n above, in heav’n above, 
God hath a joy prepared, 

Which mortal ear had never heard, 
Nor mortal vision shared, 

Which never entered mortal breast, 
By mortal lips was ne’er expressed, 


O God the Lord of hosts. 
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@ 43 


All Praise to Thee, My God 


All praise to Thee, my God, this night, 
For all the blessings of the light: 
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings, 
Beneath Thine own almighty wings! 


Forgive me, Lord, for Thy dear Son, 
The ill that I this day have done, 
That with the world, myself, and Thee, 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 


Teach me to live, that I may dread 
The grave as little as my bed; 
Teach me to die, that so I may 
Rise glorious at the Judgment-day. 


O when shall I, in endless day, 

For ever chase dark sleep away, 
And hymns divine with angels sing 
In endless praise to Thee, my King? 


Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


@ 44 
Jesus Shall Reign 


Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does his successive journeys run; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 


People and realms of evry tongue 
Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessirigs on His Name. 


Blessings abound where’er He reigns; 
The prisoner leaps to loose his chains; 
The weary find eternal rest, 

And all the sons of want are blest. 


Let every creature rise and bring 
Peculiar honors to our King; 

Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat the loud Amen. 
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Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult 


Jesus calls us o’er the tumult 

OF our life’s wild, restless sea, 

Day by day His sweet voice soundeth, 
Saying, “Christian, follow Me.” 


Jesus calls us from the worship 

Of the vain world’s golden store, 
From each idol that would keep us, 
Saying, “Christian, love Me more.” 


In our joys and in our sorrows, 

Days of toil and hours of ease, 

Still He calls, in cares and pleasures, 
“Christian, love Me more than these.” 


Jesus calls us: by Thy mercies, 
Saviour, may we hear Thy call, 
Give our hearts to Thy obedience, 
Serve and love Thee best of all! 


@ 46 


Lord of the Worlds Above 


Lord of the worlds above, 
How pleasant and how fair 
The dwellings of Thy love, 
Thine earthly temples are! 
To Thine abode 

My heart aspires 

With warm desires 

To see my God. 


O happy souls that pray 
Where God appoints to hear! 
O happy men that pay 
Their constant service there! 
They praise Thee still; 

And happy they 

That love the way 

To Zion’s hill. 


They go from strength to strength 
Through this dark vale of tears, 
Till each arrives at length, 

Till each in heaven appears. 

O glorious seat, 

Of God our King! 

Lord, thither bring 

Our willing feet! 
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All People That on Earth Do Dwell 


All people that on earth do dwell, 

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
Him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell, 
Come ye before him, and rejoice. 


The Lord, ye know, is God indeed; 
Without our aid he did us make; 
We are his folk, he doth us feed, 
And for his sheep he doth us take. 


O enter then his gates with praise; 
Approach with joy his courts unto; 
Praise, laud, and bless his name always, 
For it is seemly so to do. 


For why, the Lord, our God is good; 
His mercy is forever sure; 

His truth at all times firmly stood, 
_And shall from age to age endure. 


To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

The God whom heaven and earth adore, 
From men and from the angel-host 

Be praise and glory evermore. 


e@ 48 
When | Survey the Wondrous Cross 


When I survey the wondrous Cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the Death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His Blood. 


See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a tribute far too small: 
Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 


@ 49 


Children of the Heavenly Father 
Children of the Heavenly Father 
Safely in His bosom gather; 

Nestling bird or star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 


God His own doth tend and nourish: 
In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them, 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 


Praise the Lord in joyful numbers: 
Your protector never slumbers. 
At the will of your Defender 
Every foeman must surrender. 


Though He giveth, or He taketh, 
God His children ne’er forsaketh, 
His the loving purpose solely 

To preserve them pure and holy. 
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Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 


Our God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home! 


Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 


A thousand ages in Thy sight 

Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night, 
Before the rising sun. 


Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 

They fly, forgotten as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 


Our God, our help in ages past, 

Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last, 
And our eternal home! 
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e 5) Glorious Things of Thee 


Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, City of our God; 

He, Whose word cannot be broken, 
Formed thee for His own abode 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 
What can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 


See the streams of living waters 
Springing from eternal love, 

Well supply thy sons and daughters, 
And all fear of want remove. 

Who can faint while such a river 

Ever flows their thirst to assuage, 
Grace, which, like the Lord, the Giver, 
Never fails from age to age? 


Saviour, if of Zion’s city, 

I, through grace, a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, 

I will glory in Thy Name. 

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
All his boasted pomp and show; 
Solid joys and lasting treasure 
None but Zion’s children know. 


e 52 
All Hail the Power 


All hail the power of Jesus’ Name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 

And crown Him Lord of all. 


Crown Him, ye martyrs of your God 
Who from His altar call; 

Extol the Stem of Jesse’s rod, 

And crown Him Lord of all. 


Let every kindred, every tribe, 
On this terrestial ball, 

To Him all majesty ascribe, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 


O that with yonder sacred throng 
We at His feet may fall; 

We'll join the everlasting song 
And crown Him Lord of all. 


@ 53 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore 
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, 
Hail Thee as the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

Fill us with the light of day. 


All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 
Center of unbroken praise; 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
Blossoming meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
Call us to rejoice in Thee. 


Thou art giving and forgiving, 

Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Well-spring of the joy of living, 
Ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Thou the Father, Christ our Brother— 
All who live in love are Thine: 
Teach us how to love each other, 
Lift us to the Joy Divine. 


Mortals join the mighty chorus, 
Which the morning stars began; 
Father-love is reigning o’er us, 
Christian love binds man to man. 
Ever singing march we onward, 
Victors in the midst of strife; 
Joyful music lifts us sunward 

In the triumph song of life. 


@ 54 Lord, | Want To Be 


Lord, I want to be a Christian 
In my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be a Christian 
In my heart. 


Lord, I want to be more loving 
In my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more loving 
In my heart. 


Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
In my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
In my heart. 
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This Is My Father’s World 


This is my Father’s world, 

And to my listening ears, 

All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world, 

I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas— 
His hand the wonders wrought. 


This is my Father’s world, 

The birds their carols raise, 

The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their Maker’s praise. 

This is my Father’s world, 

He shines in all that’s fair; 

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, 
He speaks to me everywhere. 


This is my Father's world, 

O let me ne’er forget 

That tho’ the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet. 

This is my Father's world, 

Why should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is King—let the heavens ring: 
God reigns: let the earth be glad. 


@ 56 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 


e 57 


O Jesus, Thou Art Standing 


O Jesus, Thou art standing 
Outside the fast-closed door, 

In lowly patience waiting 

To pass the threshold o’er: 
Shame on us, Christian brethren, 
His Name and sign who bear, 
Oh shame, thrice shame upon us, 
To keep Him standing there! 


O Jesus, Thou art knocking; 
And lo! that hand is scarred, 
And thorns Thy brow encircle, 
And tears Thy face have marred. 
O love that passeth knowledge, 
So patiently to wait! 

O sin that hath no equal, 

So fast to bar the gate! 


O Jesus, Thou art pleading 

In accents meek and low, 

“T died for you, My children, 
And will ye treat Me so?” 

O Lord, with shame and sorrow 
We open now the door; 

Dear Saviour, enter, enter, 

And leave us nevermore. 


Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee. 


Holy, Holy, Holy, Merciful and Mighty; 
God in Three Persons, Blessed Trinity! 


Holy, Holy, Holy! all the saints adore Thee, 


Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 


Which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 


Holy, Holy, Holy! though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 
Only Thou art holy: There is none beside Thee 


Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 


Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 


All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea: 


Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and Mighty; 
God in Three Persons, Blessed Trinity! 


PAGE THIRTY-EIGHT 


e 58 


How Firm a Foundation 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say than to you He hath said, 
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled? 
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled? 


“Fear not, J am with thee; O be not dismayed! 

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 


“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose 

I will not—I cannot desert to His foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
Tll never—no, never—no, never forsake! 

Tll never—no, neyer—no, never forsake! 


e 59 
O Perfect Love 


O Perfect Love, all human thought transcending, 
Lowly we kneel in prayer before Thy throne, 

That theirs may be the love which knows no ending, 
Whom Thou for evermore dost join in one. 


O perfect Life, be Thou their full assurance 

Of tender charity and steadfast faith, 

Of patient hope, and quiet brave endurance, 
With childlike trust that fears nor pain nor death. 


Grant them the joy which brightens earthly sorrow, 
Grant them the peace which calms all earthly strife; 
And to life’s day the glorious unknown morrow, 
That dawns upon eternal love and life. 


e 60 
| Would Be True 


would be true, for there are those who trust me; 
would be pure, for there are those who care; 
would be strong, for there is much to suffer; 
would be brave, for there is much to dare, 
would be brave, for there is much to dare. 


would be friend of all, the foe, the friendless; 
would be giving, and forget the gift; 

would be humble, for I know my weakness. 

would look up, and laugh and love,: and lift, 
would look up, and laugh, and love, and lift. 


— et et — he 
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O Worship the King 


O worship the King, all-glorious above, 

And gratefully sing His wonderful love; 

Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 


O tell of His might and sing of His grace, 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunder-clouds form, 
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 


Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail; 
Thy mercies how tender! how firm to the end 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 


O measureless Might; ineffable Love! 

While angels delight to hymn Thee above, 
The humble creation, though feeble its lays, 
With true adoration shall sing to Thy praise. 


@ 62 
God of Our Fathers 


God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 

Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
Our grateful songs before Thy throne arise. 


Thy love divine hath led us in the past; 

In this free land by Thee our lot is cast; 

Be Thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay; 
Thy Word our law, Thy paths our chosen way 


From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
Be Thy strong arm our ever sure defence; 
Thy true religion in our hearts increase, 
Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 


Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way, 
Lead us from night to never-ending day; 
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
And glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine. 
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@ 63 


Blessing, and Honor, and Glory 
Blessing and honor, and glory and power, 
Wisdom, and riches, and strength evermore, 
Give ye to Him who our battle hath won, 
Whose are the kingdom, the crown and the throne. 


Dwelleth the light of the glory with Him, 
Light of a glory that cannot grow dim, 
Light in its silence and beauty and calm, 
Light in its gladness and brightness and balm. 


Ever ascendeth the song and the joy, 

Ever descendeth the love from on high, 
Blessing, and honor, and glory, and praise, 
This is the theme of the hymns that we raise. 


Life of all life, and true Light of all light, 
Star of the dawning, unchangingly bright, 
Sing we the song of the Lamb that was slain, 
Dying in weakness, but rising to reign. 


@ 64 
We Would Be Building 


We would be building; temples still undone 
O’er crumbling walls their crosses scarcely lift; 
Waiting till love can raise the broken stone, 
And hearts creative bridge the human rift; 
We would be building, Master, let Thy plan 
Reveal the life that God would give to man. 


Teach us to build; upon the solid rock 

We set the dream that hardens into deed, 

Ribbed with steel that time and change doth mock, 
Th’ unfailing purpose of our noblest creed; 

Teach us to build: O, Master lend us sight 

To see the towers gleaming in the light. 


O keep us building, Master, may our hands 
Ne’er falter when the dream is in our hearts, 
When to our ears there come divine commands 
And all the pride of sinful will departs; 

We build with Thee, O grant enduring worth 
Until the heavenly Kingdom comes on earth. 
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A SERVICE OF PERSONAL REDEDICATION 


PRELUDE 


INVOCATION 


Leaver: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 


RESPONSE: Amen. 


Behold, I stand at the door and knock; 
If any one hears My voice and opens the door, 
I will come in to him and eat with him, 


And he with Me. 
HYMN 


VERSICLES 
Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust. also in Him; 
Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him. 


They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; - 
They shall mount up with wings as eagles; 


They shall run, and not be weary; 
They shall walk, and not faint. 


O Lord, Thou hast searched me, and known me. 
Thou art acquainted with all my ways. 

O the depth of the riches 

Both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 


How unsearchable are His judgments, 
And His ways past finding out! 


Gloria Patri 


“WE WONDER ...” 


Like summer seas that wash with silent tides a lonely shore, 
Like whispering winds that stir the tops of forest trees, 

Like a still small voice that calls us in the watches of the night, 
Like a child’s hand that feels about a fast-closed door; 

Gentle, unnoticed, and oft in vain; 


So is Thy coming unto us, O God. 


Like ships storm-driven into port, 

Like starving souls that seek the bread they once despised, 

Like wanderers begging refuge from the whelming night, 

Like prodigals that seek the father’s home when all is spent, 

Yet welcomed at the open door, arms outstretched and kisses for our shame; 


So is our coming unto Thee, O God, 
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A SERVICE OF PERSONAL REDEDICATION—Continued 


So Thou hast sought us and so we turn to Thee, O God. 
Thou knowest us better than we know ourselves: ; 
The powers yet untested, the promises yet unfilled. 

Thou hast called others but we wonder... 


Dost Thou call us? 


Thou hast used others but we wonder . . . 
Canst Thou use us? 


Men have followed through testing, storm, 
And the long day of service, but we wonder . . . 


Can we, are we able to follow? 


“WE REMEMBER .. .” 


We remember that in another day a boy, serving in Thy house, heard a voice 
and answered, 


Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth. 


We remember that when Thou didst call a man of mighty faith, surpassing 
vison, and undaunted hope, he replied, 
Here am I, send me. 
We remember that in an ancient day Thou didst call a servant from the per- 
secutor’s blazing trail, and he replied, 
Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? 
We remember that Thou didst call from their daily work and friends twelve 
men who, when others faltered, cried, 
Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. 
We remember that in an hour of solemn dedication and confirmation we com- 
mitted ourselves to Thy way of life in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Him we have confessed and promised to serve. 


RESPONSE: 


O Lord and Master of us all, 
Whate’er our name or sign, 

We own Thy sway, we hear Thy call, 
We test our lives by Thine. Amen. 


“WE HEAR A CALL...” 


If any man would come after Me, 

Let him deny himself 

And take up his cross and follow Me. 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, 

And whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 
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A SERVICE OF PERSONAL REDEDICATION—Continued 


WP COUNLLHE: GOST ey «© 


Who answers Christ’s insistent call 
Must give himself, his life, his all, 
Without one backward look. 

- Who sets his hand unto the plow, 
And glances back with anxious brow, 
His calling hath mistook. 
Christ claims him wholly for His own; 
He must be Christ’s and Christ’s alone. 


UNISON: 


For to me to live is Christ, 

And to die is gain. 

Whatever gain I had, 

I counted as loss for the sake_of Christ. 
Indeed I count everything as loss 
Because of the surpassing worth 

Of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 


“WE ANSWER...” 
LEApeER: Let us pray. 
Let us renew our dedication to the will and way of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


UNISON: 
One thing I do, 
Forgetting what lies behind 
And straining forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on toward the goal 
For the prize of the upward call of God 
In Christ Jesus. 


HYMN OF DEDICATION 


BENEDICTION 


May God be within us to refresh us, around us to protect us, before us 
to guide us, above us to bless us, beneath us to uphold us, and may the 
blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be with us all. Amen. 


se aha 
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OFFICIAL REPORTS 


TO THE 


FIFTY-EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY 


Convention 


OF 


The Luther League of America 


<Brgs 
Lc}. 


August 10-15, 1953 
MIAMI UNIVERSITY, Oxford, Ohio 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


In writing this report, your president 
senses one of his deepest spiritual thrills 
in reporting at this 58th Anniversary Con- 
vention of The Luther League of Amer- 
ica. The past biennium of love and labor 
has reaped unusual gains and commend- 
able strides in the work of God’s King- 
dom. As we assemble ourselves here for 
this convention, I think it most fitting 
that we should lift our hearts to God for 
His unspeakable gifts. Truly, He has 
been good to us during the past two 
years. 


It has been a joy and privilege to serve 
as your president. The responsibilities are 
great, and I quite possibly have failed 
in my tasks, but I have tried to the best 
of my ability to fulfill all obligations. 


It has been my opportunity to meet 
many young people in many sections of 
our great Church. These contacts have 
gained many friends who mean more to 
me than great riches. I shall cherish al- 
ways the experiences I have had. 


Your president presided over all meet- 
ings of the executive and administrative 
committee. He attended the president’s 
conference in Springfield, Ohio, in No- 
vember, 1952. It was his privilege to par- 
ticipate in the official presentation of the 
report of The Luther League of America 
at the ULCA convention in Seattle. All 
correspondence pertaining to League 
work has been answered. Letters have 
been written to all state presidents and 
executive committee members. I have 
officially represented The Luther League 
of America at a number of conventions 
and camps, and I have: written articles 
for various state publications. 


Through very close contact with the 
staff, the work of the Luther League has 
gone. forward. The success, however, 
does not cast a spotlight of glory on any 
one of us or even all of us. Our national, 
state, and local leaders have in many 
instances demonstrated apt leadership 


and determined zeal which have Jed us 
into noteworthy strides. Even though the 
reports do not show it in all cases, I am 
sure that the Luther League has con- 
tinued to grow in almost every case. We 
welcome into our midst the newly-formed 
North Dakota State Luther League. We 
invite its leaguers to take an active part 
in the great work we have to do. 

The work of the president has been 
easier due to the fact that we have had a 
full staff that has assumed most of the 
responsibilities. I wish to take this op- 
portunity to commend them for the fine 
job they have done. Their reports will 
show some of the progress made, but 
their modesty will not tell of the long 
and tiresome hours spent in going far be- 
yond the call of duty. To the Rev. Leslie 
Conrad, Jr., our executive secretary, the 
Rev. John M. Mangum, associate secre- 
tary in charge of publications, Miss Mary 
Helen Smith, associate secretary in charge 
of intermediate work, I express my most 
sincere and heartfelt thanks for a job 
well done. : 

Our three office secretaries, who have 
worked diligently behind the scenes, 
should not go unmentioned. Miss Doris 
Bull and Miss Dorothy Schilling have 
served faithfully for a number of years. 
The only new addition to the office staff 
since we last met is that of Miss Doris 
Smith, a former Ohioan. These secre- 
taries serve faithfully in order that the 
materials from headquarters might come 
to you as you desire. 

For the advice, counsel, and consid- 
eration extended to us by Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry we are most grateful. He has 
been a true friend to the Luther League 
at all times. We must also express our 
most sincere appreciation to the Rev. 
George F. Harkins, assistant to Dr. Fry, 
for his most gracious advice and counsel. 
He met with us for all of our executive 
and administrative committee meetings, 
and was able to render invaluable service. 
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We consider it a great honor and rare 
privilege to have both Dr. Fry and Pas- 
tor Harkins with us for this convention. 


Special appreciation for services ren- 
dered during the two years go to all 
members of our executive committee for 
their fine spirit of cooperation. They 
have done a wonderful job in fulfilling 
their duties, making the task of the presi- 
dent a much easier one. Especially do I 
want to express thanks to Howard Turk- 
heimer, Jr., our devoted treasurer, for 
his untiring effort and long years of serv- 
ce in handling the finances of The Luther 
League of America. In addition, we ex- 
tend our thanks to the host league of 
Ohio and the convention committees, Dr. 
G. Elson Ruff, our keynote speaker, and 
all other participants for making this con- 
vention possible. 


It has been a joy and privilege to fol- 
low in office the men who have led our 
youth before. To Alvin Schaediger, How- 
ard Logan, and Roy Henrickson, I say 
thanks for your help and inspiration. 

Now as,I come to the close of this 
term of office may I again express my 
thanks to all. Inspired by this assem- 
blage, may we deliberate conscientiously, 
and return home with a new mind in 
leadership and stewardship, dedicated to 
the building of God’s Holy Kingdom. 
With our goals well defined, with con- 
tinued loyalty and with enthusiasm which 
has sparked the past years, success can 
be ours during the years to come. May 
we, “Armed With His Word,” go forth 
to serve Him, our Lord and Saviour. 


Faithfully yours, 
Ray Cuine 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER 


The audited statements of The Lu- 
ther League of America are presented 
herewith for your information and ap- 
proval. You will note that in addition 
to the usual statements there is also in- 
cluded a comparison of actual receipts 
and disbursements with the respective 
budgets for the calendar years 1951 and 
1952. This schedule has been added be- 
cause the reports of the Treasurer of The 
Luther League of America to the United 
Lutheran Church and to the convention 
are on the basis of a fiscal year ending 
June 30. Without this schedule it is not 
possible to compare the statements with 
the budgets adopted by the convention. 

The following recommendations are 
submitted for your consideration: 


1. That a schedule showing a compari- 
son of actual receipts and disbursements 
with budget figures be included in the 
Treasurer’s reports submitted to the next 
convention of The Luther League of Amer- 
ica. : : 

2. That state and synodical leaguers 
encourage the use of the “grace” (i. e. vol- 
untary) system as a means of raising funds. 


Tentative budgets are submitted for 
the years 1953 to 1956 inclusive. While 
tentative budgets for 1953 and 1954 were 
adopted at the Iowa Convention chang- 
ing events, including the proposed adop- 
ton of a new constitution, etc., have 
made it necessary to revise the figures so 
much that it seems better to submit en- 
tirely new budgets. 


It has been a blessing to be privileged 
to serve The Luther League of America 
as Treasurer for approximately nine and 
a half years and I would like to express 
my appreciation to all of you who have 
so generously supported the work of the 
Luther League through your contribu- 
tions both financial and otherwise; to the 
officers and other members of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee and to the members 
of the Staff and the Secretaries with 
whom I have worked during this period; 
but most of all do I want to express my 
thanks to our Lord and Saviour through 
Whose graciousness all the accomplish- 
ments of this period have been possible, 


Howarp TuRKHEIMER, JR. 
(Detailed Reports Follow) 
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER 


JULY 1, 1950 TO JUNE 30, 1952 


Fifty-Eighth Anniversary Convention 
Miami University, Oxford, Ohio—August 10-15, 1953 


Tue Luraer LEAGUE oF AMERICA 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


ACCOUNTANT’S CERTIFICATE 
We have examined the accounts of the Treasurer of The Luther League of 
America for the years ended June 30, 1952 and June 30, 1951. Our examination 
was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and accord- 
ingly included such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing proce- 
dures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 


. 

In our opinion, the accompanying balance sheets and statements of cash re- 
ceipts and disbursements and fund reconciliations present fairly the financial position 
of The Luther League of America as at June 30, 1952 and June 30, 1951, and the 
results of its operations for the years then ended, in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles applied on a basis consistent with that of the 
preceding biennium excepting that equipment purchases which had_ previously 
been carried as an asset have been charged off and subscriptions to periodicals pre- 
viously treated on the accrual basis are now reflected on the cash basis. 


Tarr, WELLER & BAKER 
Certified Public Accountants 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
August 7, 1952 
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Tue Luruer LeEAcur or AMERICA, 
405 Muhlenberg Building, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


ACCOUNTANT’S CERTIFICATE 
We have examined the accounts of the Treasurer of The Luther League of 
America for the year ended June 30, 1953. Our examination was made in accordance 
with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests of 
the accounting records and such other auditing procedures as we considered neces- 
sary in. the circumstances. 


In our opinion, the accompanying balance sheet and statements of cash receipts 
and disbursements present fairly the financial position of The Luther League of 
America at June 30, 1953 and the results of its operations for the year then ended, 
in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis con- 
sistent with that of the preceding year. 

TATE, WELLER & BAKER 
Certified Public Accountants 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
July 10, 1953 


EXHIBIT “A’’ 
BALANCE SHEET—JUNE 30, 1953 


ASSETS 
General Fund 
Cash in banks and on hand—overdraft—( Exhibit “B” ) $ (140.93) 
Travel advances and deposits A TE Ok RO DRONE 1,225.00 
Total general TANG \ASSEUS makes cite: Mabe alee $ 1,084.07 


Special Funds 


Banh ih HANKS weeieny hin were nchy o ertue vec iencmote oie ahocs $33,868.91 

PATSONA RSL DIICING Ayan sete y ola re enainy bees erene uae 6,141.60 
ETotalvepecial, funds assets ss s,. ere were ates we re rehh aie 40,010.51 
STSEALSASHEUAMR ote she tee elas ome See. Miia Me ae mretibah Pate Gs, @ $41,094.58 


PAGE SIXTY-ONE 


LIABILITIES AND FUNDS 
General Fund 


Rayrolewithholdingspayall Caenpmeceniatrre rete $ 3.82 

General fund surplus—(Exhibit “D”) ........... 1,080.25 
Total general fund liabilities and surplus ....... i : $ 1,084.07 

Special Funds 

GonventionereserverLunG panera. <item rises $ 6,343.44 

NWouncAdults= Hund scan tracmetcricct Ryser aes 1,891.57 

MGGeS Nulrahelsyndsinoye MhtoNel Sho abso cas om anche babes 25,633.90 

Parsonage ws UnGtes lane ey Reet ota i nec 6,141.60 
Motalspecialatundsysurpl is sane ete dei ekeaicnion 40,010.51 
otal lia bilities manic wt UTC Spek ty karte eestie iene $41,094.58 


Parentheses ( ) denote red figures 


NOTES TO BALANCE SHEET 

Cash on Hand and in Banks 
Cash on hand and in banks is on deposit or held as follows: 
Demand deposit: 


meleibertyalitiesand lnish (Gompanv erin tei eeienn eee $10,081.98 
Savings accounts: 

whe; Philadelphia Savings Fund Society ..1........0...sse4e+5+-+0 9,736.64 
hes Western. savingsmiund! SOCIeby euacia eto e ris a chentaiewae nie eee 8,370.11 
MhevHowards Savingsmlnstituwons: sce see eee een tecere stare 5,439.25 
Motalecashvanwbanks merase anchor Melee eee ok rte ett aes $33,627.98 
Rethyercast 11 Ol1Gpays seas acerca lerara tees ebeteie ce bes share oe eatcd Meare 100.00 
iota casheims banks andom hands mettre retain eee $33,727.98 

Cash in banks and on hand is held for the following funds: 
Generals Fund=overdratt’: wisce seman ore otis eats alte e whens ae $ (140.93 ) 
@onventions Reserves Fund. cagniok ceive omens a woeuckeonion mae aia 6,343.44 
NounomA Cults Hund) ae. sma ewe ne ctctmeketemaccie eastern al reenete Nee rare tie 1,891.57 
Ancentina -Biiding Mund: [xis sqetetees um oak eatery yalensteile eine eae 25,633.90 
$33,727.98 


Travel Advances and Deposit 
Advances for traveling expenses and a deposit have been made as follows: 
Travel advances: 


{fCLobnigt Bay Cio teq his clend oer eee AIR aon karin meter, Tse cena 7 $ 100.00 
Hmelves lie Gonna, # iti acbun, ccaee are opses cee a) rete toe Scene chee eee 100,00 
Many Fi, Gmail Aagtet Bs 4) <:s)cnatehivst cusvanensteyattaueel Be Steet ehtect one a misc orem 100.00 
BiliexGrace! Ungerer’ <izias.chtcataaet one © > crenata sive miter ale meine 500.00 
Deposit: 
raster WA ir lin GS! 5.3 x. vex ,a, behest oot leech Shteers echie de ae > hae hay a eae 425.00 
Total. deposit, ands travel. advances. aan aegis site are earn ie $ 1,225.00 
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EXHIBIT “B” 
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISSURSEMENTS 
GENERAL FUND 
July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953 
Receipts 
Operating receipts: 
The United Lutheran Church in America: 


Appropriation from the Executive Board ....... $11,000.00 
Apportionment from Luther Leagues (Schedule I) 22,436.49 
Youthssundayi (schedules |) iran > aie citer iee 9,346.29 
Specialioifts eae wei festa erie eee ee eres 1,185.96 
Interestion savings accounts: sien. a. cierto eeeelcieiel- 393.53 
Presidentis+conterenceues. ate ieee een nee 1,415.20 
Refunds and miscellaneous receipts ............. 68.31 
Refunds of travel, caravan and 

Summer: Sehoolexpensestasticccie ote ee aio 1,013.65 
Budria sr erital: Me One tierebsre RP ae tee ees 65.89 $46,925.32 

Subscriptions and literature income: 
Dither zisit GP ea fees 4h ves. 64, Poke eee oo renner eee eh Te $13,688.24 
ich ldealsmetietrrratrs vnc ct en eit taatetesnrie aire 3,913.15 
Sitayed lor foley a} (Sime even tack wemtciciaie Pern cemented 257.80 
INGAVELGISING Be, pee a Arlee ts oka cede Behe tiie eaten orucioRe ei attets 580.40 
Transfer from Young Adults Fund for costs of print- 

ing Young Adults Topic material in Luther Life 1,500.00 
Other stliteraturetse oss hrndee one ae 2,100.26 22,039.85 

Motaloperating-recelpts May. taatel-rs tent -eteese telco. $68,965.17 

Other receipts: 
Net increase in payroll tax withholdings ......... $ 84 
Tutherans Wor eAction! ttn caniern acitve ote iene ore 57.33 
Caribbean Imad pewes aes ose nomenon ee ieee cache oie 5.00 
Travel advance accounted for .............00++. 231.97 
TotalGotherprecet pts. scars sce chayaln ratty ren Ron- Perak Maoe 295.14 
Motal Teceiptsiics sreron ie seek eee eae ee as seats $69,260.31 
Operating disbursements: perisenens 
Salaries: 

Executive Secretary—Rev. F. Leslie Conrad .... $ 4,949.88 

Editor—Rev. John M.'Mangum ............... 4,149.84 

Intermediate Secretary—Mary Helen Smith ..... 2,799.96 

Otice#Gecretariess Jae oe eh eee. OR en 8,437.50 $20,337.18 
Office expenses: 

ROME care Paea geek 3, aren eter epef easton ever ttomemsheaus seers clays $ 1,917.00 

SUP PllEse meee cher ravatote haces shal her ol snMavrcce nt ee shone 1,819.11 

IPOStAG Ga ete aiatare col sales ch sie shel shay honeiokererevan Aisteiar sirens 2,927.48 

“lWfcl Foy 0) Yee (Ne aan hes OMe CTI RONG CAS eS AERC TOC 888.25 

Equipment, and repairs, 2.0. oie sie ests & eyes ee aE 422.12 7,473.96 
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Housing allowance: 
Parsonage expense .... 
Associate secretaries .. 


Hospitalization insurance 
Traveling expenses: 


Executive and associate secretaries .........-- 
Administration. Committee: oi. mite cielo erin 


Executive Committee . 
Evangelism Committee 
Education Committee . 
Life Service Committee 
Missionary Committee 
Intermediate Committee 


Convention srepresentationins si 2 1.keial- susie ella: sleharele 


Summer schools ...... 
Wiavavanis waster nee ection 


Joint Commission on Missionary Education ..... 
All Lutheran Youth Leaders Council .......... 


U. L. C. A. Convention 


Publication and literature: 
autherms Late era o ce ene 
Hie he Ldeals tenet sree 
Other literature ...... 


Joint Commission on Missionary 
Hducation Appropriation 21. <ul t atten ain ents 


Contributory Pension Plan 
Youth Sunday expenses .. 
Special Gifts promotion .. 


DLEMINUINT ea tithe Areas 


Presidents’ conference expenses ...........+++++- 


Wastial @AICS #etotercitrareudein 
Tnsurance expense ...... 
PANTICL tatarcins pe natiingie toy. ae hie sp he te 
Publication promotion ... 
President’s expenses ..... 


BGOKSMR a Aue ete 


Total operating disbursements ............. 


Other disbursements: 
Lutheran World Action 
Caribbean Fund ..... 
‘Travel advance ...... 


Total ‘other ‘disburseménts. .5.)..7. 5 (00s. ween 


Total disbursements 
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$ 699.77 


1,800.00 


$ 989.29 
304,30 
959.15 
215.02 

27.98 
267.84 
127.25 
203.23 

1,371.39 
706.89 
5,356.11 
139.36 
336.64 


839.13 


$22,067.14 
6,062.54 


3,929.91 


60.00 
779.64 
2,327.77 
830.75 
2,911.68 
45.56 
169.45 
375.00 
410.00 
17.35 
61.87 
14,03 


$ 57.33 
5.00 
500.00 


2,499.77 
250.60 


11,843.53 


32,059.59 


7,203.10 
$81,667.73 


562.33 
$82,230.06 — 


Summary 
imeasi Dalance, July 1, LOD2te tse, sshars ocls eeele chaties $12,828.82 
MIO ISLECSIDUS Vgc cn ees oe Fak ie eo aes 69,260.31 
$82,089.13 
Motaledisbursementsw neces setae ae catenin ent 82,230.06 
Cash balance—overdraft, June 30, 1958 ............ $ (140.93 ) 
Parentheses ( ) denote red figures 
EXHIBIT “’C’’ 
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
SPECIAL FUNDS 
July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953 
CONVENTION RESERVE FUND 
Gash: balance, |Ulvals LOL aiiecd seis ose vleucend eel Oe $ 2,298.00 
Receipts: 
RAVISELALONT LCS: macs recacaln meee Re renee areas $ 5,117.00 
SALEVOLLCeCAIS tte We Nc erinhi ota een ere sie 104.85 
i 5,221.85 


$ 7,519.85 


Disbursements: 


Refund of registration fee ...........<¢.+++ 0+ $ 50.00 
\ Printing and mailing publicity literature ....... 1,126.41 
1,176.41 
G@ashwpalances Juneb0, LOoG sar sins.ccanar einen nwt $ 6,343.44 
YOUNG ADULTS FUND : 
Gasnebalances IU sl) nLOD2 mameeiev tient teria seaceet ; $ 618.24 
Receipts: 
The United Lutheran Church in America 
Executive Board appropriation—L-O-Y-A-Li ..... $ 3,500.00 
SalevoriL-OcY-A-Dr reprints yes .k reas ee ests nee 51.00 
3,551.00 
X $ 4,169.24, 
Disbursements: 
Transfer to Genéral Fund for costs of publishing 
Young Adults Topic material in Luther Life .... $ 1,500.00 
Costs of printing, photographing and writing 
materials ata promotion! aces sede oly ers ot 618.18 
Committee expense” ten ctw sciaisin Oost oreo > 107.37 
POR OGD att eerie acain y'srenele Gig, aeyteis a Sitiaiataes: s 52.12 
DOT TON 
ash bAlance, June n30,. LOSS. ser -s:.0 ct sls eoete » ota eke as $ 1,891.57 
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ARGENTINA BUILDING FUND 


Cashvbalances julye lel ODO a eae ware eertate ce ee ae $ 9,337.90 
Receipts: 
Individual, State and Synod Luther Leagues ...... 16,571.02 
$25,908.92 
Disbursements: 

Rromotion, printing, and postage <2.) .0n... eos 275.02 
Cacho aiancess |UMe co ONO Domes eee tan ees ie $25,633.90 
HAWAII MISSION FUND 
Gashebalancess|uly plas 952 aeons eet anne een None 

Receipts: 
Individual, State and Synod Luther Leagues ..... $ 89.09 
$ 89.09 
- Disbursements: 
iBoardwof American Missions’... %.........-2...- ‘ 89.09 
@ashubalance, June GU 19bGe se ene ieee ees None 
EXHIBIT “D’’ 
RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS 
July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953 
Balance Operating Operating Balance 
July 1, 1952 Receipts Disbursements June 30,1953 
General Fund Surplus ........ $18,782.81 $68,965.17 $81,667.73 $ 1,080.25 
Convention Reserve Fund ...... 2,298.00 5,221.85 1,176.41 6,343.44 
Nouns A dultssbundsrm.s sek on. 618.24 3,551.00 MOT 1,891.57 
Argentina Bulding Fund ....... 9,337.90 16,848.50 552.50 25,633.90 
Parsonage. Fund bac ged ses oo oes 6,141.60 6,141.60 
Hawaii Mission Fund ......... 89.09 89.09 
ME Ua Seite Aton eee ain aye oe ee ae $32,178.55 $94,675.61 $85,763.40 $41,090.76 
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SCHEDULE | 
RECEIPTS FROM STATE AND SYNOD LUTHER LEAGUES AND CONGREGATIONS 
July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953 


Youth Argentina Hawaii 
Apportionment Sunday Mission Mission 
Galitornmiag ose ores tae wee ae Sa 400 00m ome oo O0mnon ek 44 
Ganadaee: ae Gna era ee aaa: 1,269.38 207.25 1,278.00 
Central Pennsylvania ......... 439.20 880.24 2,054.82 $ 49.77 
Golambiae District. saci ae 310.00 5.00 
Connecticut? a.sa.6 jasekis terns 192.00 $1.95 84.58 
ELOY Gla teeta varegeicko.e homie recites 163.20 117.50 78.46 
Georgia-Alabama ............. 270.20 971.18 91.28 
TMinoiswtscte kee Soto ee 293.79 474.50 26.00 
badiana pane cuanto ee eee 618.84 85.07 305.04 
NOW Awe ss Aare tne Siete & aio are ite 687.60 92.34 488.07 
KANSAS tected a heey Ne er tus 116.00 142.02 208.91 
Kentucky-Tennessee .......... 435.50 89.22 ULES 7A 
Maryland fartia tics feces aioe ans 136.80 83.75 651.24 
MECH aT eetst stirs aes Roma te ate 200.00 68.22 179.89 
ING icLWGStte Saecys hic. sectors leis rant dee 2,480.20 42.35 218.36 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania ... 1,422.00 967.70 QTL AS 
IMimmesOtamsiersRisiaecteeastewciac ere cee 362.60 23.22 156.20 
INLISSESSID Plage crersreta sumer ceaccie re 51.40 34.85 34.00 
Mee MOnta nay etre yacht «erates <r 188.50 14.94 4.00 
Be Nebraskaaeaoeaceete sn get: 621.81 89.10 202.79 
INGwi |CTSCY 0 oarrtis. a -iactcie. eae) 1,121.40 284.26 603.99 
ING WY OL etece po eicieises te seenans 3,874.00 923.52 1,475.10 
North) Garolinas scenes cine sonar 1,162.07 1,210.79 
NorthvDakotanaie selec seis. 7.85 
NovaeScotidunstat-4 fen anaes 221.60 59.18 ' 152.00 
OIG My os eek ose okay ssw cage mares 1,711.05 914.02 1,146.56 
Pacific’ Northwest ..:....-..... S125, 43.05 96.96 
eittsbure he eretien toes eae tip soe 800.71 366.61 634.98 
Rocky Mountain ...... Aad SRA 112.00 39.25 44.00 
Souenw@aro lina nesses cokreich tens 1,632.00 645.50 816.89 
PR EXASO nc crt eae pee me nee es. ae 410.00 22.72 144.66 
WAH Ol on enies OC Ome Paeeges © 575.00 383.47 573.76 39.32 
Wrestermm @anadan. qei.tsie sas oles 388.80 210.87 598.00 
IWiestay rOimiau iste iasnotets were Reale 615.00 84.00 217.53 
WVASCOUSIIIGE co ersnerele ioe amore eons 234.66 159.42 194.89 
Mitgetey IG bite orc eooduoccacne 5.00 
GS forsteita lat ons, on cocoa aie oLe Cranes Hic 25.14 
REG ELEOL RECOM ide) site woicis: mee’ eras 75.00 
Otalse aeeters eee toa estes crept $22,436.49 $ 9,346.29 $16,571.02 $ 89.09 
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Proposed tentative budget for the years 1953, 1954, 1955 and 1956 


Apportionment ............ 
Nouthroundayntecssiccte ees 
SHEGIAINGEt Stan cmt cote 
WIteratlre ease. e sient eee ae 3 


The United Lutheran Church 
AMMA CLICA =. cee ete ees 


Salaries and utilities ....... 
Pensions and insurance ..... 
@ihicé "expense sion... 2s. 
“ATTEN Mae a one Seed oh. Se ae ae 
Caravanning My tise enh te 
RUbNCawONS ls % atiecs -cimuse 
Publication promotion ...... 
Presidents’ conference ...... 
ULCA convention ......... 
Office equipment .......... 
WISUc AICS warn Ronee tee ete ee 
is CORA GA Datta ieee iene ore 
Teiterature ean 6 che ettersyere metres 
President’s expense ........ 
WOnUNROUNGAY > qsk-cceamc tes 
PRI tener oct eivertieisin aie Cais 


Division budgets: 
Evangelism ...,....... 
Christian Vocation ..... 


® Before ULCA appropriation. 


Receipts 
1955 
1953 1954 1956 

ree $25,000.00 $27,000.00 35,000.00 
Oey 10,000.00 11,000.00 12,000.00 
sere seas 1,000.00 2,500.00 3,000.00 
Sea Oe 1,500.00 1,500.00 2,000.00 
erect ton 12,000.00 

ae acne te $49,500.00 $42,000.00 $52,000.00 

Disbursements 

EOE OMe : $23,920.00 $26,020.00 $30,550.00 
Sacto 6. 1,345.00 2,400.00 2,900.00 
Weer ar 5,600.00 6,100.00 6,600.00 
eae aire 7,500.00 6,000.00 6,500.00 
eae 5,000.00 6,000.00 7,000.00 
Nipbs caren 2,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
haan a 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 
ope uae 1,000.00 

She? Sebhake 500.00 

he he 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Felasce sees 350.00 350.00 500.00 
ate 3s 60.00 60.00 60.00 
Ae ot 3,500.00 1,500.00 2,000.00 
Bierce tastes 300.00 300.00 300.00 
eT Oe 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
tects 350.00 350.00 500.00 
San atte s 300.00 300.00 340.00 
Faron: 700.00 700.00 
Sven ae 700.00 700.00 
BS ee E 700.00 700.00 
Ae Beene 700.00 700.00 
AR Pay Ie 700.00 700.00 
Sob ese $56,225.00 $61,380.00 $67,750.00 


Bs Ate $ 6,725.00 
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* $19,380.00 


® $15,750.00 


Proposed tentative budget for the years 1953, 1954, 1955 and 1956 
DISBURSEMENTS—Continued 


1955 
and 
1953 1954 1956 
Salaries and utilities: 
Salaries: 
Executive secretary ............ $5,000,00 $5,100.00 $5,200.00 
Associate secretary .............- 4,300.00 4,500.00 4,650.00 
Associate secretary ......0...005 2,900.00 3,100.00 3,300.00 
Officessecretarye a. cok tee eee 2,640.00 2,760.00 3,000.00 
Officessecretary sis acm cs eee 2,640.00 2,760.00 3,000.00 
OfiGersecretarye were... d saeacees Fete 2,490.00 2,760.00 3,000.00 
Officemsecretaryay wasnt cielo eee: 1,400.00 2,490.00 2,700.00 
Ofhicessecretanyinstr caesar 3,000.00 
$21,370.00 $23,470.00 $27,850.06 
Utilities: 
Executive secretary ............ $750.00 $750.00 $750.00 
IASSOCIate eSeCretaLy, ¢4)0n%sis tisdale 1,200.00 1,200.00 1,200.00 
Associate secretary ............ 600.00 600.00 750.00 
$2,550.00 $2,550.00 $2,700.00 
Total salaries and utilities .... $23,920.00 $26,020.00 $30,550.00 
Travel: 
SS) CW Le RHEE Cena Sid CRA OR NT CaS CTI $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,500.00 
Executive committee ............. 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 
Administrative committee ......... 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Lek Gig WE i Op rete Sister ainwr pNaE Mitta ere 100.00 100.00 100.00 
All Lutheran Youth Leaders ....... 300.00 300.00 300.00 
Conventions and Summer Schools .. 600.00 600.00 600.00 
Education committee ............ 800.00 
Life Service committee ........... 300.00 
Intermediate committee .........- 300.00 
Evangelism committee .........-- 300.00 
Missionary committee ............ 300.00 
$8,000.00 $6,500.00 $7,000.00 
Less expected refunds .......... 500.00 500.00 500.00 
shotall travel acjecae-o pile wevcheret ke $7,500.00 $6,000.00 $6,500.00 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE STAFF 


The proposed constitution of The Lu- 
ther League of America lists three ave- 
nues through which the auxiliary shall 
“encourage the youth of The United Lu- 
theran Church in America to respond to 
the love of Jesus Christ, their Lord and 
Saviour, with a deep faith and a conse- 
crated life”: 


1) Promote and extend among 
youth the program of The United Lu- 
theran Church in America, its synods 
and its congregations. 

2) Provide a workshop in which 
youth can gain inspiration, guidance, 
and experience in Christian living. 

3) Provide materials for a program 
of Christian growth through evangel- 
ism, life service, missions and_ social 
action. 


While the proposed constitution is be- 
ing considered for adoption at this con- 
vention, it will be of value to examine 
now the program of the Luther League 
in the light of these stated objectives. 
Areas of inactivity and misplaced em- 
phasis may be revealed. 


This analysis is not to be construed as 
a negative criticism of the work of either 
officers or committees in the past. They 
have taken laudatory initiative in assum- 
ing responsibilities and caring for work 
that pressed for immediate attention. 


Officers and committees, having com- 
pleted integration of a system for the 
efficient disposal of routine matters, may 
now turn attention to the development 
of more long-range matters. 


Life Service 

The life service committee has placed 
primary emphasis where it is due in its 
formulation of a basic philosophy and its 
proposed emphasis upon the meaning of 
Christian vocation. The understanding of 
this philosophy and of the concept of 
Christian vocation, however, has re- 
mained largely at the national level. 


To overcome this difficulty, the life 
service committee has promoted a pro- 
gram that it has entitled “The Life Serv- 
ice Road Show” and the executive com- 
mittee’s action has placed the Luther 
League’s emphasis in 1953 on “Christian 
Vocation.” 


In this biennium, the life service com- 
mittee has received considerable assist- 
ance from the Board of Parish Education, 
the Board of Education, the Board of 
Deaconess Work, and the Stewardship 
Department. Further investigation into 
the possibility of joint publication of lit- 
erature and coordinaton of program will 
be of value. 


Evangelism 


The climate for youth evangelism has 
changed considerably in the last bien- 
nium. State and Synodical leaders have 
become alert to the necessity of appoint- 
ing evangelism secretaries who grasp the 
total meaning of evangelism. Pastors 
have become less reluctant to integrate 
young people into the evangelism pro- 
grams of their congregations. Leaguers 
themselves are beginning to appreciate 
the urgency of the task. 


Excellent cooperation between the 
Board of Social Missions and the Luther 
League has mounted in volume. There 
has been frequent consultation between 
the two staffs. Literature has been pub- 
lished jointly. 


This cooperation has not, however, 
seeped down to state /synodical and local 
levels as fast as is desirable. The evan- 
gelism committee needs to find a way in 
which it can foster increased program 
coordination between _ state /synodical 
leagues and the evangelism committee of 
synods and between local leagues and 
congregations. Youth evangelism will be 
immeasurably strengthened when it is 
regarded as an integral part at the 
church’s work. 
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Suggested techniques promoted by the 
Luther League have fallen into three 
categories: 

1) Youth witnessing for Christ in all 
they do. 

2) Designated programs of youth vis- 
itation in the congregation. 

3) Extension, or the organization and 
affiliation of new leagues. 

Of particular concern to the staff are 
the youth just entering their teens. Sta- 
tistics show that within the next two 
years their numbers will be increased in 
overwhelming proportions. The pre-teens 
are now crowding our Sunday Schools to 
such an extent that requests repeatedly 
have come for a junior Luther League 
program. 

If the Luther League is to do its share 
in conserving these youth who are al- 
ready in the church, the following must 
be fostered: 

1) Consistently well-balanced league 
programs through which youth learn by 
doing (includes education, evangelism, 
worship, fellowship, service ). 

2) Enthusiastic, capable adult leader- 


| ship that inspires and challenges youth 


to Christian living. 


Missions 

In the past the missionary committee 
has concerned itself primarily with the 
promotion of contributions to specific 
mission fields under the direction of the 
Board of Foreign Missions and the Board 
of American Missions. To a considerably 
lesser extent funds have been collected 
for work guided by the Board of Deacon- 
ess Work and the National Lutheran 
Council. Missionary materials provided— 
at least during the last two years—have 
been incidental to the accumulation of 
funds. : 

This would seem to indicate misplaced 
emphasis. Of primary import to the Lu- 
ther League of America should be the 
missionary education and experience of 
the individual leaguer, with the giving of 
funds as a natural outgrowth, 


In its future deliberations the mission- 
ary committee may find value in the re- 
examination of its basic assumptions. 
This re-examination, in turn, may find 
expression in increased attention to pro- 
viding “a workshop in which youth can 
gain inspiration, guidance, and experi- 
ence in Christian living” in the field of 


missions. Materials might be provided 
that will: 
1) Foster the development of a 


Christian motivation in the field of mis- 
sionary activity. 

2) Suggest more specific ways that 
the individual leaguer can gain first-hand 
missionary experience, 

3) Promote the TOTAL mission pro- 
gram of The United Lutheran Church, 
with emphasis upon different fields dur- 
ing different biennia. 


Education 
Education is a field with which all 
standing committees of the Luther 


League should be concerned. For that 
reason provision for an education com- 
mittee has been omitted from the pro- 
posed constitution. 

The staff agree that this is a praise- 
worthy step. The encouragement of youth 
to respond to the love of Jesus Christ 
with a deep faith and a consecrated life 
can now become an integral part of the 
work of every department of the Luther 
League. No longer need it appear to be 
something superimposed. It belongs at 
the heart of all league activity. 

Under the new arrangement, the over- 
all supervision of the techniques of edu- 
cation will probably fall to the executive 
committee. Already this has happened in 
the case of the caravaning program. 


Caravaning 


The caravaning program has the po- 
tential of becoming the “open sesame” 
for the building of sound congregational 
youth programs. If there is an “ideal” 
plan for congregational youth work, it 
involves “youth who know” working with 
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“youth who would like to know.” And 
that’s the essence of caravaning. 

Pastors who have watched caravaners 
at work have almost unanimously been 
profuse with their praise. Parish youth 
who have worked with caravaners are 
just as enthusiastic. 

And, of course, the caravaners them- 
selves have grown in Christian stature 
and leadership ability as they have gained 
experience. Thereby they are in a posi- 
tion to serve the church better. 

The Luther League of America has 
benefitted—and will continue to benefit— 
in more ways than can be put on paper. 
But the following can be listed: New 
leagues organized; programs and _proj- 
ects planned; a better informed constitu- 
ency; greater enthusiasm among pastors, 
advisers and leaguers; and an increase in 
the circulation of Luther Life and High 
_Ideals. 

In the summer of 1952, seven teams of 
caravaners served 75 congregations. Dur- 
ing the summer of 1953, 39 caravaners 
comprising eleven teams will be working 
in approximately 200 congregations in the 
United States and Canada. 


Leadership Training 

The lack of understanding among pas- 
tors of the Luther League’s program and 
the minute number of adequately trained 
adult lay advisers is of grave concern 
to the staff. Here, we agree, is the bottle- 
neck between the national program and 
the local program. 

Timid steps are being taken to change 
the situation. Copies of Luther Life and 
High Ideals are being sent to ministerial 
and deaconess students. Staff members 
have represented the Luther League on 
all ULC seminary campuses except two. 

Considerably more needs. to be done. 
The executive committee has voted that 
“Leadership Training” be the special em- 
phasis of the Luther League in 1954. 

Publications 


Paid circulation of Luther Life on 
June 30, 1953 was 8,757. Paid circula- 


tion of High Ideals on the same date was 
4,405. An additional 690 copies of each 
publication is sent to ministerial students 


and deaconess students in the school year. — 


Protests from Luther Life subscribers 
over the tardiness with which issues 
reached them led the staff to a review 
of publication procedure especially re- 
garding relationships with the printer. 
This climaxed in a conference between 
the staff and the printer early in Novem- 
ber, 1952. A deadline schedule was ap- 
proved that has produced results pleasing 
to the subscriber. 


Loyal 


Both the young adult committee and 
the staff have recognized that the present 
program for the League of Young Adult 
Lutherans is inadequate. The president 
of the United Lutheran Church has noted 
this fact. 

“Up to the present,’ Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry stated in his report to the 
ULCA convention in Seattle, “the church- 
at-large has limited itself to furnishing 
an excellent monthly program, hoping 
that parishes would band their young 
married people together on their own in- 
itiative. The statistics are discouraging. 
The number of Loyal units is disappoint- 
ingly small in comparison with the po- 
tential. Pastors who have found _ this 
project beneficial are urging the church 
to extend it more vigorously to others.” 

The executive board of the United Lu- 
theran Church, aware of the action of the 
young adult committee, has anticipated 
an expanded young adult program that 
will be promoted with vigor. However, 
for the present time, any changes in the 
program will be withheld until after the 
“Commission to Study the Organizational 
Structure of the ULCA” makes its re- 
port to the next convention of the ULCA. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Mary HEeLEN SmiTrH 
Joun MancumM 
Leste Conran, Jr. 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


During the past biennium, two meet- 
\ ings of the Executive Committee of The 
Luther League of America were held: 
the first at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., Decem- 
ber 6 and 7, 1951, and the second at 
Springfield, Ohio, November 25-27, 1952. 

The Administrative Committee met on 
March 1 and 2, 1952, and again on March 
7, 1953, both meetings being held in 
Philadelphia. 

It was a happy privilege of your re- 
cording secretary to attend all but one 
of these meetings, and to take minutes of 
same. 


Herewith are submitted some of the 
more important actions of the Executive 
Committee and Administrative Commit- 
tee during the biennium. - 


I. Proposed Constitution 


Unless otherwise stated, the New Con- 
stitution will go into effect immediately 
upon adoption. 


Motion carried that Article VII of 
the proposed constitution be  substi- 
tuted for Article VIII of the present 
constitution of The Luther League of 
America prior to the election of officers 
and executive committee members at 
the 1953 Luther League of America 
convention. 


_ Motion also carried that Article I 
and Article IV of the By-Laws of the 
proposed constitution be adopted prior 
to the election of officers and executive 
committee members. 


Il. Grant from ULCA for 1952 


The Executive Secretary read a letter, 
in part, from Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, 
Secretary, The United Lutheran Church 
in America, under date of February 11, 
1952, as follows: 

“The ULCA Executive Board at its 
meeting on January 23-24, 1952, took the 
following action concerning the Executive 
Board budget: 


“The Finance Committee recommends 
that the following amounts, as provided 
in Section B of the Executive Board’s 
budget, be appropriated, to be paid by 
the Treasurer at his discretion: 

Luther League ....$11,000.00 


ADOPTED.” 


Motion carried that we express our 
appreciation to the Executive Board 
of the ULCA and assure them that we 
will do everything in our power to 
carry out the program within the lim- 
its of our budget. 


III. Report of Coordinating Committee 
on Special Emphases 


The committee presents the following 
recommendations to the Executive Com- 
mittee: 


(1) That during the calendar year 
1953 there be special emphasis through- 
out The Luther League of America on 
Christian Vocation, and that the Life 
Service Committee be responsible for out- 
lining and directing the necessary pro- 
cedures to make this a special emphasis. 

Adopted. 


(2) That during the calendar year 
1954 there be special emphasis through- 
out The Luther League of America on 
Leadership Training, and that the Edu- 
cation Committee be instructed to plan 
this emphasis and that the Executive 
Committee assume the responsibility of 
directing it. 

Adopted. 


IV. Lutrser Lire for Men and Women 
in Armed Forces. 

Whereas the Executive Committee of 
The Luther League of America recog- 
nizes an obligation toward the spiritual 
well-being of Luther Leaguers in the 
armed forces, and 

Whereas the present plan of providing 
Luter Lire to men and women in the 
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armed forces at the special price of $1.00 
a year is meeting with the desired re- 
sults, and 


Whereas no provision has been made 
to cover the monetary loss on each of 
these subscriptions to LurHer Lire in 
1958, 

We recommend that the Finance Com- 
mittee make provision in the publications 
item in the budget for any deficit in- 
curred over and above 1953 Special 
Gifts Fund monies received for this spe- 
cial service to men and women in the 
armed forces. 


Adopted. 


V. Lurser Lire and Hicn Inxars for 
Seminary and Deaconess Students 


Whereas the success of The Luther 
League of America’s long-range program 
of leadership training will depend in 

‘large measure upon the cooperation and 
leadership of the pastors and parish dea- 
conesses of the church, and 

Whereas the present plan of providing 
free subscriptions to Lurser Lire and 
Hicu Ipraxrs for Seminarians and parish 
deaconess students is meeting with grati- 
fying success, 

We recommend that the Finance Com- 
mittee make provision in the literature 
item in the budget for any deficit in- 
curred over and above 1953 Special Gifts 
Fund monies received for this special 
service to seminarians and parish deacon- 
ess students. 


Adopted. 


VI. North Dakota State Luther League 

Whereas the North Dakota Luther 
League desires affiliation with The Luther 
League of America as a State League, 
and 

Whereas the North Dakota Luther 
League was informed of its responsibili- 
ties as a member League of The Luther 
League of America, and 

Whereas the organization of the North 
Dakota Luther League has the ap- 


proval of the Northwest Synod of The 
United Lutheran Church in America, and 


Whereas affiliation of the North Dakota 
Luther League with The Luther League 
of America has the approval of the North- 
west Synod, 


We recommend that the Executive 
Committee of The Luther League of 
America recognize the North Dakota 
State Luther League as a member League 
of The Luther League of America. 


Adopted. 


VI. Luther League of the Pacific Synod 


Whereas the Pacific Northwest Lu- 
ther League and the Columbia District 
Luther League will.merge into the Lu- 
ther League of the Pacific Synod later 
this week, November 25-30, 1952, and 

Whereas this is a merger of two con- 
stituent member Leagues of The Luther 
League of America, and 


Whereas the merger is being consum- 
mated with the approval of the Pacific 
Synod of the ULCA, 

We recommend that the Executive 
Committee of The Luther League of 
America recognize the Luther League of 
the Pacific Synod as a member League 
of The Luther League of America. 


Adopted. 


VII. Bids for Publications 


“Whereas the Education Committee 
concurs with the Staff and present printer 
of Lurner Lire and Hicu IpeAts in the 
desirability of placing the printing of 
these publications on a basis of competi- 
tive bidding, we recommend that The 
Luther -League of America procure bids 
for the printing of these publications, ef- 
fective in 1954, and that the Administra- 
tive Committee have final decision in the 
awarding of the contract.” 

In view of this authorization and in 
view of the bids which have been sub- 
mitted by: Kutztown Publishing Co., 
Telegraph Press, Kurzenknabe Press, 
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Periodical Press, United Lutheran Publi- 


} cation House and Kable Printing, 


Motion carried that the work con- 
tract for the printing of Lurner Lire 
and Hicu Ineats be awarded the Kutz- 
town Publishing Co. for the year 1954, 
with the understanding that compara- 
tive bids be secured early in 1954 for 
1955. 


IX. Young Adult Committee 


The action taken by the Executive 
Committee of The Luther League of 
America, at its meeting on November 
25-27, 1952, is as follows: 

“That whereas the Executive Commit- 
tee of The Luther League of America 
believes there is an urgent need for re- 
vision of the Young Adult Program, the 
foregoing report of the Young Adult 
Committee of the ULCA be transmitted 
to the Executive Board of the ULCA 
for its consideration.” 


The action taken by the ULCA Execu- 
tive Board at its meeting on January 
28-29, 1953, is as follows: 

“The Committee on Boards and Com- 
mittees recommends that the Executive 
Board refer the above report of the Com- 
mittee on Young Adults to the Commis- 
sion to Study the Organizational Struc- 
ture of the ULCA.” 


Adopted. 


X. Grant from ULCA for 1953 
This motion reads: 


“That the Executive Committee recog- 
nize the action taken by the Executive 
Board of the ULCA and that the Secre- 
tary send a letter of appreciation to the 


REPORT OF THE LIFE 


New aims and goals were adopted to 
guide the committee’s planning in life 
service. These were: To foster in youth 
a sense of Christian vocation; and to 
help youth discover ways of answering 
God’s call through stewardship of time, 
talents and money; through guidance in 


Executive Board of the Church express- 
ing thanks for this consideration.” 

The Executive Secretary read a letter, 
in part, from Mr. Carl A. Warden, Comp- 
troller ULCA, dated February 3, 1953 
and addressed to the LLA, as follows: 

“As you know, we have included a 
sum of $12,000 for the year 1953 for the 
Luther League in our budget, and we 
will transmit this sum to you at the rate 
of $1,000 monthly, in the same manner 
as last year. I trust this will be satis- 
factory.” 

Motion carried that the Secretary ac- 
knowledge this increased grant with 
appreciation. 


XI. Lutheran Committee on 4-H Awards 

This motion reads: 

“That the matter of Lutheran partici- 
pation in 4-H awards be referred to the 
Administrative Committee with power to 
act.” 

Motion carried that the Administra- 
tive Committee approve the member- 
ship of the LLA in the Lutheran Com- 
mittee on 4-H Awards, subject to the 


approval of the ULCA Executive 
Board. 
XII. Recommendation 


“That the Executive Committee recom- 
mend to the 1953 Convention of The 
Luther League of America that the Mis- 
sion Project for 1953-55 be to assist in 
the construction of a church/parish edu- 
cation unit for the congregation of Re- 
deemer Lutheran Church, Puerto Neuvo, 
Puerto Rico.” 

Respectfully submitted, 


ANN MOERTELMEYER, Secretary 


SERVICE COMMITTEE 


selecting a vocation; and through con- 
fronting youth with the need for full- 
time Christians in full-time and_part- 
time church service. 

The committee, consisting of Miss Bil- 
lie Grace Ungerer, Luther Dehnel, John 
Stacy, the Reverend Raymond Tiemeyer 
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and the Reverend Eric Reble, gave pene- 
trating study to the meaning of the term 
“life service”. It was particularly con- 
cerned that many young people nour- 
ished the idea that the call to the minis- 
try, or other full-time church work, was 
higher or more urgent than the call of a 
Christian to other vocations. As a result 
the committee sought to broaden the 
emphasis on life service from that of full- 
time church vocations to that of the 
Christian vocation in all fields of activity. 


Chief implement of the committee in 
stressing Christian vocation has been the 
Life Service Road Show. The road show 
began circulating among state /synodical 
leagues in January 1953. By June of 1954 
every state/synodical league will have 
sponsored the road show among its local 
groups. 

After screening audio-visual materials 

in the life service field, the committee se- 
lected a film and two film-strips having 
direct application to Christian vocation. 
A “package program” was then prepared 
for use in local leagues. It consisted of 
the filmstrip, “A Christian and His Life 
Work” and the film, “The Difference” or 
an alternate audio-visual, “It’s Your 
Life.” Worship outlines and guides for 
discussion were included in the program. 

Reports on the road show indicate that 
it has been a singularly effective medium 
in helping leaguers understand the mean- 
ing of Christian vocation. 

1953 was designated as Christian Vo- 
cation Year in The Luther League of 
America by the executive committee. The 
Life Service Committee promoted the 


cause of Christian vocation by prepar- 
ing topics for Lurner Lire and Hic 
IpEAus; by placing special emphasis on 
the Life Service Day observance among 
local groups; by preparing articles on 
Christian vocation for reprinting in 
state /synodical league papers, as well as 
circulating the Life Service Road Show. 


The committee surveyed literature of- 
fered by The Luther League of America 
in the field of life service. It recom- 
mended that the materials be revised. 
Accordingly, a new pamphlet entitled 
“Guides for Life Service Secretaries” is 
now available. 


To aid local league secretaries, a life 
service kit has been’ prepared. The kit 
contains pamphlets published by the 
boards and agencies of the United Lu- 
theran Church in the field of Christian 
vocation. It also includes bibliographies 
of study materials, audio-visuals, and 
pamphlets offered by several boards and 
agencies of the United Lutheran Church. 


The committee is extremely grateful 
to the Stewardship Department of the 
United Lutheran Church for making 
available copies of the film “The Differ- 
ence” for use in the Life Service Road 
Show. It also appreciates the counsel, 
cooperation and materials given by the 
Board of Christian Education, the Board 
of Foreign Missions, and the Board of 
Deaconess Work of the United Lu- 
theran Church. Their help has opened 
avenues of promotion in the field of life 
service heretofore not utilized. 


Haroitp Krucer, Chairman 


REPORT OF MISSIONARY COMMITTEE 


During this biennium, the Missionary 
Committee of The Luther League of 
America has endeavored again to keep 
misstons constantly before the leaguers, 
making it a vital and live part of our 
Luther League program; trying to teach 
and train our youth the importance of 


planning, preparing and _ promoting 
Christ’s great missionary program; and 
urging the appointment of Missionary 
Secretaries in every state, synodical, dis- 
trict and local Luther League. 

Our Missionary project for 1951-53 
was to raise $27,000 to help build a 
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_ dormitory and training school, to be built 
in Jose C. Paz, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
, for young men who will later become 
teachers and pastors in the Lutheran 
church. The goal of $27,000 has been 
divided proportionately among the 34 


Classrooms 
Ghapeliaces ecreecka scrip Oe eters 
Superintendent’s office and quarters . 
Library 
ODDY. gene eat oe eae 
JEIVIN STOO sonst sl eae ee ee 
Dormitory room 
1 Glo) a1 Sn kath who cat Sacre neue acy end 
Dormitory 
Dormitory 
Dormitory 
Dormitory room 
Dormitory room 
Shower room 
Shower room 
SHOWErMOOMIa Erte, ne meine 
West Section srOObniys a een iaeieitale 
West section dining room 
East section dining room 
" East section roof 
Ghimvnievyie cn eres hee See su os 
Windows—dorm 
Window—chapel 
Windows=dOrnie den stck «cise sc 
Windows—classrooms 
Fireplace 
Clothes 
Clothes 
Clothes 
Clothes 
Clothes 
Clothes 
Door 


LOOT, cis stevie) at ofie) etelaiisuers lee 


closet 
closet 
closet 
closet 
closet 
closet 


Most of the efforts of the Missionary 
Committee have been promotional for 
this worthy project. Periodic letters and 
bulletins have gone out, trying to stress 
the iniportance of meeting our quota and 
trying to create enthusiasm and interest 
in this project. During this biennium, 
members of the committee have cooper- 
ated in the promotion by keeping in 


S/S leagues; each of them has, in turn, 
divided its quota among its member 
leagues. In order to make this a little 
more appealing, the committee decided 
to assign certain sections of the building 
to S/S leagues. 


Ministerium of Penna. ..... $4121 
Ohio Bae Peete eed tity ie 2504 
INorth@Garxolinaeraerses eocsee 2458 
NewsMorke dey. etlabiskiGtone. 2000 
@entralePennae acme cee 1500 
Souths Garolinal — pees seen. 1400 
Ritts ure nveece este esters 1225 
Canadas aeee orate cok ee 1200 
UN ivait ts Sets ths eootee ee one 1200 
IMid West Rac tuteustc ss eeircncs ne 869 
Manylandie anise. tem ecitioeies.. 858 
New: JerseVverrtasnemics aie 848 
Miunneésota soi, or raatisionese icc 801 
VOW alten tote chte ctr hota ees 682 
MIKO UI ae 5% Ghesetnere Aaeley teehee 678 
IVMISCONSIIME Haters tare xeneiet lh tray oie 668 
Nebraskatt 4. sencbtioe oe sicce oe 643 
Western Canada .......... 611 
Tndianae ety acter oe te 568 
California sere eae tenes 548 
TLOXAG” Werersts ban iret weet te fie 383 
Kansas! ts ncn heehee ae 350 
Michigan sts) eass seis acre tars 345 
Kentucky-Tennessee ....... 338 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 291 
Wrest. Virtamiaencrvre visto ares 180 
Golaumbia, Districts. sae 145 
Rocky Mountain .......... 140 
IOMIOam pose ene cee se 132 
Connecticutieenshuhwnce see 100 
Nova SCotia a a ercecicke rene ce 100 
Pacific Northwest ......... 100 
Montanansies. ste sore toee fracas 30 
MGSSISSID DUS steus vans ios star smileks te 24 


touch with various areas assigned to 
them. 

The observance of Missionary Day, 
the last Sunday in January, was stressed 
with articles published in January, 1952, 
Luruer Lire, “Young Lives for a Young 
Church,” and Winter, 1952, Hicu IbEAts, 
“A Visit to Argentina”; and in January, 
1953, Luruer Lire, “Argentine Youth 
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Speak,” and Winter, 1953, Hicu InrAts, 
“Dreams Come True,” with free copies 
of the service available from Headquar- 
ters. 
Other articles pertaining to our Ar- 
gentina Project appeared as follows: 
LuruHeEr LIFE: 
February, 1952—“Visitor from 
Argentina” 
June, 1952—“A Job in Argentina” 
January, 1953—“South American 
Fiesta” 
June, 1953—“The Cross You 
Planted” 


A new pamphlet, “Guide for Mission- 
ary Secretaries,’ was made available, 
which was informative and _ interesting 
and helpful to the missionary secretaries. 
This pamphlet replaced “Mission 
Memos,” “If I Were Luther League Mis- 


sionary Secretary” and “Seven Points for 
the Missionary Department.” 


Our committee held two meetings dur- 
ing this biennium, the first on December 
4 and 5, 1951, at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., 
and the second on November 25 and 26, 
1952, at Wittenberg College, Springfield, 
Ohio. 

Serving on the Missionary Committee 
has been most enjoyable and very gratify- 
ing. Our sincere thanks to everyone for 
their splendid cooperation, and even 
though we have not as yet met our goal 
as this is being written, we feel that by 
the time of the Convention at Miami 
University, we will have again gone 
“over the top.” 

Thanks to you, it’s a real privilege to 
share. 


MarcGarET McFauus, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM 


Evangelism has been one of the most 
productive areas of church life in which 
our youth have participated in the past 
biennium. It has been an area in which 
youth have shared responsibilities with 
adults, and—in some cases—have even led 
the way. One of the ULCA’s directors 
of evangelism reported enthusiastic suc- 
cess when young people were used in 
visitation programs he directed. “Every 
young person I sent out came back with 
results,” he stated. This experience is 
being repeated throughout tthe church. 


To establish a program of evangelism 
in The Luther League of America re- 
quired, first of all, a program of educa- 
tion on the meaning of evangelism for 
youth. Great strides forward have been 
made in the-past two years, but there 
still remains a tremendous task and chal- 
lenge before us. 

It, has been particularly heartening to 
realize the cooperation of the Board of 
Social Missions’ Department of Evangel- 
ism. This cooperation has made it pos- 


sible for the Evangelism Committee to 
carry out its function of interpreting this 
work among the youth of the church. 


The Committee on Evangelism, ap- 
pointed by President Ray Cline follow- 
ing the 1951 convention, included the 
following: Carl Berkobin of New Jersey, 
chairman; Neva White of Nebraska, 
Pastor Jim Amos of Ohio, Ronald Zaud- 
tke of Minnesota, Carl Martens of New 
York, and Pastor Ralph Bagger of Penn- 
sylvania. In September 1952, Carl Ber- 
kobin (by then Pastor Berkobin) felt the 
necessity of resigning from the commit- 
tee because of the pressure of parish du- 
ties, and Pastor Bagger was appointed 
chairman. Russell Seabright of West 
Virginia was added to the committee at 
that time. Miss Mary Helen Smith has 
served as staff adviser to the committee. 


The committee held two meetings dur- 
ing the biennium: December 4 and 5, 
1951, at Buck Hill Falls, Penna; and 
November 24 and 25, 1952, at Spring- 
field, Ohio. 
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The evangelism program of the past 
two years included three emphases: 
) League enlistment during the Lenten 
‘season (to organize new groups); local 

enlistment in the fall (visitation among 
unchurched and inactive youth); and a 
1953 Lenten program of league enlist- 
ment and inter-league. visitations using 
Bible studies, or, locally, encouraging a 
family altar in every home: 


Each of the committee members main- 
tained direct contact with several state / 
synodical evangelism secretaries and re- 
lied upon them to transmit the program 
to the congregational leagues. Contact 
was also established and maintained with 
the presidents of the ULCA ‘synods and 
with the chairmen of the synodical com- 
mittees on evangelism. 


Plans for the future include a major 
emphasis on visitation evangelism, with 
the following schedule: 


Through September and October there 
should be special concentration upon each 
leaguer’s personal spiritual growth in 

\ preparation for visitation among youth. 
Bible study, prayer, and study of the 
meaning of evangelism are to be stressed. 


From November through January, 
leagues will be encouraged to plan pe- 
riods of visitation among all youth in the 
congregations. This is an effort to re- 


new Christian loyalty through attendance 
at church, Sunday school and league. 


During the 1954 Lenten season, lea- 
guers will participate in visitation evan- 
gelism among youth who are not mem- 
bers of any church or Sunday school. 


The following materials have been pre- 
pared during the biennium and are avail- 
able for use by leagues. A word of ap- 
preciation is due the Board of Social 
Missions for cooperation in preparation 
of much of this material. (Starred items 
denote material that has been prepared 
cooperatively. ) 

Printed materials: “Instructions for 
Youth Visitors”* (free), and “Guide for 
Youth Evangelism” (5¢). 


Mimeographed materials (free) : 
“Evangelism Demonstrations’*, “Youth 
Evangelism in the Congregation”®, list 
of recommended leaders for Evangelism 
Workshops*, “Bring Them In!” 

Published: Frequent articles and topics 
in Lurner Lirr and Hicw Ipeats. 

Evangelism, the winning of souls for 
Jesus Christ, is the ever-present respon- 
sibility of every Christian. Leaguers are 
no exception. It is one of our tasks for 
God and for His church that we can do 
now, as youth of the church today! 


Respectfully, submitted, 
Ratpu W. Baccer, Chairman 


REPORT. OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


Your Education Committee promoted 
, The Luther League of America program 
through the state/synodical education 
secretaries during the past two years. 
Mimeographed letters have been sent to 
them on such subjects as Bible reading, 
topics, Pocket Testament League, Youth 
Sunday, literature, and publications. We 
were able to keep abreast with educa- 
tion work in the various state /synodical 
leagues through personal correspondence 
with education secretaries. 


We selected the titles and outlined 
the contents of the topics for 1953 and 
1954 for Intermediate leagues and for 
Senior-Young People leagues. Our com- 
mittee cooperated with the Intermediate 
Advisory Committee in the selection of 
topics for Intermediate leagues. 

After study of the Pocket Testament 
League, the Education Committee recom- 
mended to the Executive Committee that 
the title and emphasis on Pocket Testa- 
ment League be changed. The Bible 
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Readers Club is now receiving major em- 
phasis. Carrying a testament is given 
secondary emphasis. A Daily Bible Read- 
ing Guide is available in quantity, free 
of charge. 

The Education Committee is eager to 
encourage Bible reading. We particularly 
welcome suggestions about methods that 
local and synodical leagues have found 
effective in promoting Bible reading. 


The resignation of Donald Knudsen, 
Oak Park, Illinois, was received in No- 
vember 1952. Eugene Schuster, Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, was appointed to serve 
in his place on our committee. 

The following filmstrips have been pur- 
chased for use by local leagues: “The 
Accused,” “You and Your Mental Abil- 
ities,’ “Discovering Your Real Interests,” 
“What Are Your Problems?” and “Pick 
and Shovel Ambassadors.” 


New Pamphlets about Luther League 
have been written in the past biennium. 
They include: “Publicity Primer,” “Ideas 
for Devotional Meetings,’ “Guide for 
Youth Advisers,” “Guide for Missionary 
Secretaries,” “Guide for Life Service Sec- 
retaries,’ “Guide for Youth Evangelism,” 
“Instructions for Youth Visitors,’ “Guide 
for Intermediate League Leaders,” and 
“102 Service Projects for Youth.” 

Virtually all existing pamphlets have 
been revised. 

Projected work of our committee is the 
preparation of a leadership training course 
for Luther League advisers. 

It has been a pleasure to serve you. 
May we all continue with greater fervor 
to serve our beloved Church of Jesus 
Christ and our league. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Perry, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE INTERMEDIATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


During this biennium, the Interme- 
diate Advisory Committee has been 
deeply concerned about and interested 
in planning a more effective program for 
the 12, 13 and 14 year old leaguers. 
The proportionate number of this age 
group is growing so rapidly that some 
state /synodical leagues report nearly 50% 
of their members are intermediates. The 
“war babies” of the early 40’s are now 
in junior high, and these are the boys 
and girls who are the potential strength 
of The Luther League of America. 

Prompted by favorable reactions from 
the field, the committee planned a new 
Intermediate Contest for the current bi- 
ennium. Entitled “How I Use My Tal- 
ents in the Church and Its Work,” its 
purpose was to stimulate among Inter- 
mediates a sense of stewardship of their 
time and abilities, especially to encour- 
age, them to give more time for service 
to the church. The contest was promoted 
through state /synodical leagues. Final 
winners will be named at this convention. 


The first place winner is to receive a 
two-weeks’ scholarship at a Lutheran 
camp plus a personal gift. Second place 
winner will receive a one-week scholar- 
ship, plus a personal gift. 


A Sixteen Point Program calendar has 
been sent to all state/synodical secre- 
taries for distribution to encourage con- 
gregational leagues in the use of the 
Sixteen Point Program. 


Intermediate Day in 1952 and 1953 
was promoted through notice in the Pas- 
tor’s Desk Book and suggestions for ob- 
servance mailed to all state/synodical 
secretaries. Special programs were writ- 
ten for both Intermediate Days by mem- 
bers of the committee. Reports from the 
field indicate that in most areas, Inter- 
mediate Day is observed in the congre- 
gational league rather than with district 
or state /synodical rallies. A trend toward 
increased emphasis on Confirmed Rallies 
at the same time of the year may be 
partly responsible. 
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Any features of The Luther League of 
America program that are especially de- 
signed for intermediates must be inter- 
preted to and promoted among congre- 
gational leagues by the state /synodical 
intermediate secretaries. To help these 
secretaries better understand their duties 
and_ responsibilities, a mimeographed 
pamphlet was prepared by the committee 
during 1953. It is sent with a personal 
letter as each new secretary takes office. 

Two promotional leaflets on High 
Ideals were prepared and_ distributed. 
Emphasis has been placed upon use of 
the quarterly by all leagues that include 
boys and girls of the Intermediate age. 

Two meetings were held by the com- 
mittee during the biennium. Ad interim 
assignments were carried out by the 
members. One sub-group planned and 
arranged for the Intermediate Pow-wow 
for this convention. Another sub-group 
has been studying the Sixteen Point Pro- 
gram critically. Mary Helen Smith, As- 
sociate Secretary in charge of Interme- 
diate work, has been staff adviser to the 


committee. 


Working under the theory that inter- 
mediate leaguers are primarily Luther 
leaguers, not a segregated species, the 
committee has endeavored to find ways 
to encourage the 12-14 year old youth of 
our church to become active leaguers. 
The intermediate program cannot be 
separated from The Luther League of 
America program. One is a functional 
part of the other, even as the fingers are 
a part of the hand. 

There is a continuing need for a thor- 
ough understanding of the specific re- 
quirements of this age group in our youth 
program. This knowledge will bring im- 
proved methods in programming. The 
Intermediate Advisory Committee has 
only begun to scratch the surface. As 
progress is made by those who take up 
the work, it is hoped that The Luther 
League of America will be strengthened 
accordingly. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ELeaAnor SHEETS, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL GIFTS FUND 


In the past two years, the Special 
Gifts program has taken two new steps 
forward. The first step was the adoption 
of a definite purpose for Special Gift 
monies: The general promotion and bet- 
terment of the Luther League Publica- 
tions and Literature with the special as- 
pects of (a) subsidizing reduced sub- 
scription rates to the Luther Life and 
High Ideals to men and women in the 
armed services and (b) subsidizing the 
cost of providing, free subscriptions to 
men in United Lutheran Seminaries and 
to women training for the Diaconate of 
the United Lutheran Church. With this 
is the establishment of the one dollar 
Service Gift. 

The.second step forward was the print- 
ing of a new folder “Its Time to Unfold.” 

The next step should be the appoint- 
ing of a Special Gift secretary in cach 
state or synodical league for a big pro- 


motion program. The Luther League pub- 
lications have improved during the past 
two years, but with more money pro- 
vided by Special Gifts the Luther League 
publications can yet :-be improved. 

Special Gifts is the best way for lea- 
guers, alumni and friends to give over 
and above the regular stewardship pro- 
gram. 

In conclusion: I wish to express my 
deep appreciation to all at “1228 Spruce 
Street” and the Leaguers in the field who 
gave of their time and effort in the pro- 
motion of the Fund during the past bi- 
ennium. 


Recommended That: The President of The 
Luther League of America appoint a com- 
mittee rather than just one chairman for 
the promotion of the Special Gift program. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Georce M. Bittman, Chairman 
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Proposed Constitution 


of 


The Luther League of America 


Article I—Name 


The name of this organization shall 
be The Luther League of America, here- 
inafter termed “The Luther League.” 


Article II—Affiliation 


The Luther League is the official 
youth auxiliary of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. As such, its actions 
shall be subject to review and approval 
of The United Lutheran Church in 
America or its Executive Board. 


Article II1-Objects 


In order to encourage the youth of 
The United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica to respond to the love of Jesus Christ 
their Lord and Saviour, with a deep 
faith and a consecrated life, The Luther 
League shall: $ 


Section 1. Promote and extend among 
youth the program of The United Lu- 
theran Church in America, its Synods 
and its Congregations. 


Section 2. Provide a workshop in 
which youth can gain inspiration, guid- 
ance, and experience in Christian living. 

Section 3. Provide materials for a 
program of Christian growth through 
evangelism, Christian vocation, missions, 
and sacial action. 


Article !V-—Membership 


Section 1. The membership of the 
Luther League shall consist of the Syn- 


odical or State Luther Leagues author- 
ized by the Synods constituting The 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
hereinafter termed Synodical and State 
Leagues. 


Section 2. Luther Leagues of Churches 
that have been recognized by The 
United Lutheran Church in America as 
“affiliated Churches” may be received as 
associate members of The Luther 
League. Representatives of these asso- 
ciate groups may be entitled to seat 
and voice but shall have no vote in the 
conventions of The Luther League. 


Section 8. The Luther League shall 
serve three age-groups: Intermediates 
(12-14 years of age); Senior (15-17 
years of age); and Young People (18 
and over). 


Article Y—Functions 


Section 1. In cooperation with its 
Synodical and State Leagues, The Lu- 
ther League shall encourage the forma- 
tion of local Luther Leagues in the con- 
gregations of The United Lutheran 
Church in America and may maintain 
contact with such Leagues for promo- 
tional and functional purposes. 

Section 2. Officers, Staff Members, 
and other informed leaders of The Lu- 
ther League shall be made available to 
the Synodical and State Leagues, to 
Conference and District Leagues, and 
to local Leagues for field contacts in 
order to promote and strengthen the 
work among youth. 
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Section 3. The Luther League may 
publish and distribute informational and 
promotional materials, topic studies, and 
a youth magazine and appoint editors 
for the same. 


Section 4. The Luther League, through 
the agency of its Executive Committee, 
may establish interLutheran and interde- 
nominational relationships, but in no case 
without the written consent of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. 


Section 5. The Luther League shall 
adopt budgets; regularly set apportion- 
ment quotas for its Synodical and State 
Leagues in support of its annual budget; 
solicit, receive and disburse funds; de- 
vise ways and means to underwrite the 
total work of The Luther League as de- 
fined by this Constitution. 


Section 6. The Luther League may 
~ gather funds each biennium for beney- 
olent projects connected with the work 
of The United Lutheran Church in 
America. Projects shall be recommended 
to the regular convention of The Luther 
League by its Executive Committee for 
final action. 


Section 7. There shall be a Special 
Gifts Fund through which members, 
former members of The Luther League 
and others may contribute to the finan- 
cial program of The Luther League. 


Article VI—Conventions 


Section 1. The Luther League shall 
meet in convention at such time as shall 
be determined by the By-Laws. 


Section, 2. Special conventions shall 
be called by the President at the request 
of the Executive Committee or at the 
request of the presidents of one-half of 
the Synodical and State Leagues. 


Section 8. The Luther League, in 
conyention, shall be composed of: (a) 
delegates as determined by the By-Laws; 
(b) members of the Executive Commit- 
tee of The Luther League of America. 


Section 4. A majority of the accred- 
ited delegates present at any convention 
of The Luther League shall constitute 
a quorum. 


Article Vil—Officers; Executive 
Committee; Administrative 
Committee 


Section 1. The officers of The Lu- 
ther League shall be a President, a Vice- 
President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, 
all of whom shall be lay persons who 
are communing members of The United 
Lutheran Church in America and who 
actively participate in the program of 
The Luther League. 

Section 2. All officers shall be elected 
by The Luther League in convention as- 
sembled for the term and in the manner 
determined by the By-Laws. 

Section 3. Responsibility for the con- 
duct of The Luther League between its 
conventions shall be vested in an Exec- 
utive Committee, of which not fewer 
than two shall be ordained clergymen. 
Their number, manner of election, and 
term of office shall be fixed by the By- 
Laws. 

Section 4. The Executive Committee 
shall meet at such time as is determined 
by the By-Laws. 

Section 5. The officers of The Luther 
League shall be members of the Execu- 
tive Committee and also shall serve as 
its officers. 

Section 6. There shall be an Admin- 
istrative Committee composed of the of- 
cers of The Luther League and three 
other members of the Executive Com- 
mittee appointed by the President, at 
least one of whom shall be a clergyman. 


Article VilII—Staff 


The Executive Committee shall have 
power to elect an Executive Secretary 
whose duties are described in the By- 
Laws of this Constitution, and such 
other staff members, designated as Asso- 
ciate Secretaries, or as Field Workers, 
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as may be required to organize, main- 
tain, and extend the work authorized by 
The Luther League. The terms of em- 
ployment and salaries of all staff mem- 
bers shall be fixed by the Executive 
Committee. 


Article IX—By-Laws 


The Luther League shall have the 
right to adopt such By-Laws as will not 
conflict with this Constitution, nor with 
the Constitution and By-Laws of The 
United Lutheran Church in America. 


Article X—Amendments 


This Constitution may be amended at 
any regular convention of The Luther 
League by a two-thirds vote of the ac- 
credited delegates present and voting at 
the session, provided notice of the pro- 
posed amendments has been given at a 
previous convention of The Luther 
League or official notice has been given 
to all Synodical and State Leagues at 
least four months before the convention 
at which action is to be taken. All 
amendments must be approved by the 
Executive Board of The United Lutheran 
Church in America before they become 
effective. 


By-Laws 


Article I—Reception of Members 


Section 1. Synodical and State 
Leagues connected with synods of The 
United Lutheran* Church in America, 
may become members of The Luther 
League by a majority vote of the accred- 
ited delegates present and voting at any 
convention session of The Luther League 
or upon approval by the Executive Com- 
mittee. Before being received into mem- 
bership, such a Synodical or State Lu- 
ther League shall indicate in writing to 
the Executive Committee its compliance 
with the Constitution and By-Laws of 


The Luther League and its pledge to 
abide by decisions of conventions of The 
Luther League. 


Section 2. Luther Leagues of Churches 
that have been recognized by The 
United Lutheran Church in America as 
“affiliated Churches,” may become asso- 
ciate members of The Luther League by 
a majority vote of the accredited dele- 
gates present and voting. at any conven- 
tion session of The Luther League or 
upon approval by the Executive Com- 
mittee. 


Article I|—Officers 


Section 1. The Officers of The Lu- 
ther League named in Article VII, Sec- 
tion 1, of the Constitution, shall be 
elected biennially. 


Section 2. The President, the Vice- 
President, and the Secretary shall not 
be eligible for more than one re-election. 
The Treasurer may be eligible for suc- 
cessive elections not exceeding a total of 
six years of service. 


Section 3. The terms of all officers 
shall begin immediately after the ad- 
journment of the convention at which 
they are elected. 


Section 4. The President shall preside 
at the business sessions of the conven- 
tions of The Luther League and at all 
meetings of the Executive Committee 
and the Administrative Committee; shall 
make all appointments not otherwise pro- 
vided for in consultation with the Staff 
Secretaries; shall call special conventions 
at the request of the Executive Com- 
mittee or at the request of the Presi- 
dents of one-half of the Synodical and 
State Leagues as set forth in Article VI, 
Section 2, of the Constitution; shall be 
an ex-officio member of every committee 
and shall render a complete written re- 
port of his activities to each meeting of 
the Executive Committee and to the reg- 
ular conventions of The Luther League. 
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Section 5. In the absence or the in- 
capacity of the President, the Vice-Pres- 
ident shall assume the regular duties of 
that office, and shall perform such other 
duties as the President or the Executive 
Committee may designate. 


Section 6. The Secretary shall record 
all Minutes of conventions, meetings of 
the Executive Committee, and meetings 
of the Administrative Committee; and 
shall prepare or cause to be prepared 
copies of the same for distribution. The 
Secretary shall give notice of all conven- 
tions in the official magazines of The 
Luther League and of The United Lu- 
theran Church in America three months 
in advance of such conventions. 


Section 7. The Treasurer shall re- 
ceive and disburse all moneys of The Lu- 
ther League. He shall submit a report 
to each meeting of the Executive Com- 


-mittee and to each meeting of the Fi- 


nance Committee of The Luther League. 
He shall present a complete, audited 
report of the financial condition and 
transactions of all funds of The Luther 
League to each regular convention of 
The Luther League, and to each regular 
convention of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. He shall make dis- 
bursements only upon the order of the 
President, attested by the Executive Sec- 
retary. At the expense of The Luther 
League, the Treasurer shall give bond 
in’ such amount as shall be determined 
by the Executive Committee. 


Article III—Staff Members 


Section 1. The Executive Secretary 
shall be the executive officer of The Lu- 
ther League. In consultation with the 
Associate Secretaries, he shall be respon- 
sible for carrying into effect the reso- 
lutions of the conventions and of the 
Executive Committee, as well as for the 
coordination of the program and work 
of the various committees. He shall rep- 
resent or cause to be represented The 
Luther League in its dealings with the 


boards, agencies, and other auxiliaries of 
the Church, and with the youth groups 
of other Lutheran bodies and with inter- 
denominational boards and agencies with 
which The Luther League has approved 
affiliation. (cf. Article V, Section 4 of 
this Constitution.) He shall conduct all 
the general correspondence for The Lu- 
ther League not otherwise provided for, 
and have general charge of its offices. 
He shall report to The Luther League in 
convention biennially, and to the Exec- 
utive Committee annually and at such 
other times as is necessary. He shall be 
directly 
Committee. He shall interpret the reso- 
lutions of the convention and the Ex- 
ecutive Committee to The United Lu- 
theran Church in America and to the 
Synodical and State Leagues. He shall 
have general supervision of the conven- 
tions of The Luther League and shall 
have charge of the program arrange- 
ments subject to approval of the Exec- 
utive Committee. 


Section 2. The duties of the Asso- 
ciate Secretaries and of the Field Work- 
ers shall be determined by the Execu- 
tive Committee in consultation with the 
Executive Secretary. 


Section 3. The term of office of all 
secretaries shall be five years, with the 
privilege of election to one additional 
term. 


Article IV—Executive Committee and 


Administrative Committee 
A. Executive Committee 


Section 1. There shall be an Execu- 
tive Committee consisting of the Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, Secretary, Treas- 
urer, the Chairmen of Standing Commit- 
tees, the retiring President for a term 
of two years, together with ten members 
to be elected at large, five to be elected 
at each biennial convention for a term 
of four years. One of the five members 
to be elected at large at each biennial 
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responsible to the Executive ° 
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convention shall be an ordained clergy- 
man. No one in the salaried employ of 
The Luther League shall be eligible for 
membership in the Executive Committee. 


Section 2. The Executive Committee 
shall meet annually. 


Section 3. Special meetings of the 
Executive Committee may be called by 
the President at the request of a ma- 
jority of its members, or by the Admin- 
istrative Committee. 


Section 4. The Executive and <Ad- 
ministrative Committees shall send copies 
of their Minutes to the members of the 
Executive Board of The United Lutheran 
Church in America. These Committees 
shall present full written reports of their 
transactions to the Biennial Convention 
of The Luther League, which reports 
shall be presented by the Executive Sec- 
retary. 

Section 5. The Executive Committee 
shall submit to each regular convention 
a tentative budget for the work of The 
Luther League for the second calendar 
year of the biennium beginning after 
the close of the convention and for the 
first calendar year of the next biennium. 

Section 6. Staff members shall be 
authorized to attend all meetings of the 
Executive Committee except during ex- 
ecutive sessions. 

Section 7, The Executive Committee 
shall fill all vacancies occurring in its 
membership between conventions. 


B. Administrative Committee 

Section 1. The Administrative Com- 
mittee shall act for and in behalf of the 
Executive Committee ad interim in all 
matters concerning The Luther League 
except 

a. The employing of staff members 

b. The filling of vacancies on the 

~ Executive Committee 


ce. The cancelling of conventions 


Section 2. The Administrative Com- 
mittee shall meet at the call of the Pres- 


ident or at the request of the Executive 
Secretary. 


Section 3. The Staff Secretaries shall 
be authorized to attend all meetings of 
the Administrative Committee excepting 
during executive sessions. 


Article V—Program Division 


Section 1. The program of The Lu- 
ther League shall be promoted through 
five divisions; namely, Evangelism, Chris- 
tian Vocation, Missions, Recreation and 
Social Action. 

Section 2. These Divisions shall be 
directed by the appropriate Standing 
Committees with which the Staff Secre- 
taries shall associate themselves in an 
advisory capacity. 

Section 3. The Evangelism Division 
shall encourage personal witnessing 
among the young people of the Church; 
encourage the use of young people in 
congregational programs of evangelism 
and enlistment; provide materials to 
guide Luther Leagues in approved meth- 
ods of serving and winning for Christ 
the unchurched youth; and encourage 
the formation of new Leagues. 


Section 4. The Christian Vocation Di- 
vision shall seek to foster in the youth of 
the Church a sense of Christian vocation. 
It shall encourage young people to heed 
the divine call that comes to all people 
for full-time Christian service and shall 
assist them in finding the ways in which 
God’s will can be fulfilled in their lives. 
Emphasis shall be given to encourage 
these full-time Christians to consider of- 
fering their lives for full-time service 
in the Church. 


Section 5. The Missionary Division 
shall enlist the interest and service of the 
young people in all missionary and be- 
nevolent activities of The United Lu- 
theran Church in America and of The 
Luther League. 

Section 6. The Recreation Division 
shall encourage young people in congre- 
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gational Luther Leagues to recognize 
recreation as an essential part of their 
youth program; shall recommend types 
of wholesome recreation for Luther 
Leagues; shall channel recreational pro- 
grams and information to the Luther 
Leagues through literature and publica- 
tions of The Luther League. 


Section 7. The Social Action Division 
shall alert the youth of the Church to 
their responsibilities as Christians in mat- 
ters. pertaining to sociological relations. 
It shall encourage young people to study 
our social structure; stimulate youth to 
form Christian convictions; and provide 
materials to guide youth in the expres- 
sion of their convictions through service 
projects and actions to alleviate social 
injustices. 


Article VI—Other Standing 
Committees 

Section 1. In addition to the Execu- 
tive Committee and the Administrative 
Committee (cf. Article VII of the Con- 
stitution) there shall be the following 
Standing Committees, each consisting of 
a chairman and four members to be ap- 
pointed for a term of two years by the 
President in consultation with the Staff 
Secretaries. Members of the Executive 
Committee may be members of the 
Standing Committees. 

‘a. Committee on Evangelism 

b. Committee on Christian Vocation 

c. Committee on Missions 

d. Committee on Recreation 


e. Committee on Social Action 


Section 2. There shall be a Finance 
Committee which shall consist of the 
officers of The Luther League. The 
Treasurer shall be its chairman. 


Article VIl—Conventions 
Section 1. The Luther League shall 
meet in convention biennially. In case 
of an emergency that would prevent the 


holding of a regular convention, the Ex- 
ecutive Committee shall fulfill the func- 
tions of the biennial convention. 


Section 2. The following shall be 
members of each Convention and shall 
have voice and vote therein: 


a. One delegate from each local so- 
ciety having membership in the 
member Synodical and _ State 
Luther League. 


b. Ten delegates from each Synodical 
and State Luther League. 


Section 3. Members of the Executive 
Committee of the Luther League who are 
not delegates from local or State /Synod- 
ical Leagues shall have seat and voice 
in all sessions of the Convention of the 
Luther League. 


Section 4. Any Synodical or State 
Luther League may extend an invitation 
to be host to a biennial convention pro- 
viding: 

a. That the Synodical or State Lu- 

ther League has approved the 
invitation in convention assem- 


bled. 


b. That the Synodical or State Lu- 
ther League has received per- 
mission of the Executive Com- 
mittee of its ULCA Synod to 
invite the convention of The 
Luther League. 


c. That the Synodical or State Lu- 
ther League in collaboration 
with the Staff of The Luther 
League has investigated possible 
convention sites, and has been 
reasonably assured that The 
Luther League convention 
could be held on its territory. 


Section 5. The convention may rec- 
ommend to the Executive Committee 
that special consideration be given to 
a specific site, but the final decision on 
the choice of a site shall rest with the 
Executive Committee. 
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Article Vill—Convention Committees 


There shall be the following Conven- 
tion Committees appointed by the Presi- 
dent of The Luther League. 

Section 1. A Credentials Committee, 
which shall consist of five members. 

Section 2. A Nominating Committee, 
which shall consist of one member from 
each of the Synodical and State Leagues, 
and one member of the Executive Com- 
mittee and one of the Staff Secretaries, 
both of whom shall serve as advisory 
members. 


Section 3. A Tellers Committee which 
shall consist of at least ten members. 


Section 4. A Resolutions Committee, 
which shall consist of seven members, 
at least one of whom shall be an or- 
dained clergyman. 


Article IX—Elections 


Section 1. The Nominating Commit- 
tee shall present to the regular Conven- 


, tion the names of two candidates for 


each office to be filled, together with 
the qualifications of each nominee. 


Section 2. The Nominating Commit- 
tee shall present to the regular Con- 
vention two names for each place to be 
filled in the Executive Committee, to- 
gether with the qualifications of each 
for such service. 


Section 8. Additional nominations 
may be made from the floor of the con- 
vention. Each nomination shall be ac- 
companied by a brief written statement 
of the qualifications of the nominee for 
office. 


Section 4. A majority vote shall be 
required for the election of a candidate 
to office. All elections shall be by ballot. 


Article X—Finance 
Section 1. Apportionment. 


a. The annual budget of The Luther 
League, not otherwise provided 


for from other sources, shall be 
apportioned to the Synodical 
and State Leagues. 

Each Synodical and State League 
shall be responsible for the col- 
lection and transmission of its 
apportionment to The Luther 
League. 

The Synodical and State Leagues 
shall make monthly remittances 
of regular and special contribu- 
tions to The Luther League. 


Section 2. Missionary Funds. The 
Luther League shall assign quotas to 
the Synodical and State Leagues in the 
raising of funds for any of its mission- 
ary projects. 

Section 8. Special Gifts Fund. Re- 
ceipts from the Special Gifts Fund shall 
be placed in the current operating ac- 
counts for use in the annual budget. 


Section 4. Youth Sunday Offerings. 
Youth Sunday Offerings may be _ re- 
ceived in meetings conducted by local 
Luther Leagues on Youth Sunday, the 
next to the last Sunday in September, 
and shall be sent to The Luther League 
to underwrite its operating budget. 
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Article Xl—Inyvestments 

The Treasurer of The Luther League 
shall confer with the Investment Com- 
mission of The United Lutheran Church 
in America whenever he is authorized 
to purchase or sell securities contained 
in the investment portfolio of The Lu- 
ther League. 


Article XII—Fiscal and Budget Year 


The Budget year of The Luther 
League shall correspond to the calendar 
year. The fiscal year shall be from July 
1 of any one year until June 30 of the 
succeeding year. 


Article XIII—Reports 


Section 1. All Staff members shall 
submit written reports to the regular 
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convention and to the annual meetings 
of the Executive Committee of The Lu- 
ther League. 


Section 2. All chairmen of Standing 
Committees shall submit written reports 
to the regular convention and to the 
annual meetings of the Executive Com- 
mittee of The Luther League. 


Article XIV—Relationships 


The Luther League may have relation- 
ships with other organizations in accord- 
ance with the actions of The United 
Lutheran Church in America. 


Article XV—Rules of Order 


Roberts Rules of Order, Revised, shall 
be the governing parliamentary law of 
The Luther League, except as otherwise 
provided in its Constitution and By- 
Laws. 


Article XVI—Amendments 


These By-Laws may be altered or 
amended at any business session of a 
regular convention of The Luther 
League by a two-thirds vote of the ac- 
credited delegates present and voting at 
the session, provided the proposed 
amendment has been introduced in writ- 
ing at a previous session of the conven- 
tion. 
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